
ow that the true battle for
the presidency seems
joined between Barack
Obama and Mitt Rom-

ney, the focus has shifted on
whom Romney might choose to
join him on the Republican tick-
et. The newest favorite seems to
be Rep. Paul Ryan of Wisconsin,
chairman of the House Budget
committee and architect of the
controversial GOP answer to the
continuing long-range national
debt crisis.

It seems to me not a bad
choice given the fact Ryan fits
the conservative model needed
for that wing of the party while
at the same time bringing an
economic expertise that Romney
needs in a campaign where the
pocketbook will be the crucial is-
sue. Ryan also has the advantage
of being young, handsome and
not burdened with the stigma of
over zealousness on social issues
exhibited by Rick Santorum for
instance — a posture that has
turned off independents, moder-

ates and women of both parties.
Last week in an address to the

American Society of News Edi-
tors, Obama roundly criticized
Ryan’s latest plan to slash the
federal deficit by trillions of dol-
lars through radical changes in
entitlements and contingency
spending cuts. He linked Ryan
and Romney, who called the
highly controversial Ryan pro-
posal “marvelous,” and doused
both in flammable rhetoric,
clearly designed to take advan-
tage of fears over Social Security
and Medicare. Obama either re-
gards Ryan as a liability for his
opponent or is taking an early
shot at a potential vice presiden-
tial candidate.

This reminded me of an inci-
dent last year when the chair-

man of the House Democratic
Campaign Committee, Steve
Israel, used some of the same
language to criticize an earlier
Ryan budget without offering a
substitute. In a Christian Science
Monitor breakfast session with re-
porters and columnists, I said
that while Ryan’s proposal might
not be to his liking, it was at
least a plan, a starting point. “Do
you have one to counter or is it
your intention just to scare the
hell out of the old folks on
Medicare?”

His response was less than
cordial and utterly uninforma-
tive. He fumbled his way
through a non-answer that left
only one thing clear. Neither he
nor his party at the time had an
alternative. Their only interest to
be trite was to use Ryan’s efforts
as a political football.

That seems to me to be the
weakness in the Democratic
campaign strategy, a lack of a vi-
able alternative plan for getting
the deficit spending under con-

trol. Ryan’s radical positions, if
you consider them that, should
be met with a better argument
than that they callously disre-
gards the poor, the old and on
and on without offering a solid
different approach. This has
been a Democratic Party cam-
paign staple for generations.
With a solid sub in hand,
Democrats would be more credi-
ble in their claims of Republican
intransigence when it comes to
compromise.

The president is vulnerable
on the economy. And while the
abysmal statistics on jobs and
other aspects had their roots in
the prior administration, most of
them worsened on his watch and
are, therefore, his responsibility.

Meanwhile, Romney clearly
the nominee, barring an utterly
unforeseen circumstance, could
use Ryan’s budgetary expertise
to good advantage. The down-
side, of course, is the Midwes-
terner’s proposals are too disrup-
tive for a good many Americans.

He could be just too much a lia-
bility. At least that’s what some
campaign analysts are bound to
argue.

Nevertheless, he is a sincere,
down-to-earth politician who of-
fers innovation and connections
to the middle class, something
that Romney lacks. It always has
appeared to me the former
Massachusetts governor is a bit
of a carbon copy of former presi-
dent George H.W. Bush, whose
failure to understand the com-
mon person was so extensive it
cost him reelection. The elder
Bush recently endorsed Romney. 

There are a number of poten-
tial running mates out there who
might serve Romney —a woman
perhaps — in what is still consid-
ered an uphill effort. However,
Ryan seems at the top of the list
at the moment.

E-mail Dan K. Thomasson, former
editor of the Scripps Howard News
Service, at thomassondan@aol.com.
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Campaign success
belongs to all

The United Way of Central
Kentucky’s 2011 campaign
concluded at the end of Feb-
ruary. Our annual fundraising
drive, which began late last
summer, yielded some truly
fantastic results that would not
have been possible without
your support. With that said,
on behalf of our board of direc-
tors and staff, as well as each in-
dividual and family impacted
by United Way’s work, thank
you.

The 2011 campaign goal
was $1,025,000, with a previ-
ous fund-raising record of
$1,013,779 raised in 2007. By
setting our goal higher than
ever before, we took into con-
sideration two key factors: 1)
We understood many of our
families, neighbors, coworkers,
and friends continue to experi-
ence undue hardships. 2) As a
part of a tremendously gener-
ous and caring community, we
were confident that when our
fellow residents learned of the
unnecessary suffering, they
would respond to the chal-

lenge. 
As an interconnected and

interdependent community,
helping those in need increases
the quality of life for all.

We are very pleased to share
with you that because of your
incredible generosity and sup-
port, our United Way reached
new heights by raising
$1,031,336; exceeding last
year’s total by more than
$85,000. 

More than 100 companies
and organizations offered
workplace giving campaigns to
their employees with more
than half showing increases in
total donations. In addition, 24
new companies contributed to
our campaign’s success.

Through your financial sup-
port, time, talent, as well as
your voice, you made the im-
probable possible. We truly are
humbled by the generosity of
every individual and corporate
donor, with gifts ranging from
$1 to $10,000. This success
would not have been possible
without many wonderful in-
kind donations; including air-
time from HCEC-TV, WQXE
and Brandenburg Telecom, the

amazing campaign coverage
from The News-Enterprise and
raffle items donated by so
many local organizations. In
the end, everyone’s support
added up, resulting in hope
and an opportunity for a better
tomorrow in our community
and region.

Lastly, thank you for help-
ing make this community one
of the best places to live. Our
non-profit organizations are
the fabric of our existence and
your support of United Way
helps ensure the strength of our
region moving forward. We
hope our community will con-
tinue to engage in our work,
which will create a better,
stronger region for all of us to
live in.

To join the Live United
movement today, call (270)
737-6608 or visit www.united
wayck.org. 

Marilyn Ford
Campaign Chairwoman
Brian Kerr
Leadership Chairman
Christopher Wilborn
Executive Director, United

Way of Central Kentucky

An issue that surfaced during
preliminary discussions about re-
structuring government in Har-
din County has led to a revision
of state law.

House Bill 189 clarifies a legal
ambiguity in previous legislation
allowing voters to consider uni-
fied government.

As revised, voters in existing
cities and towns can reject the
concept of governmental merger
even if the county vote as a
whole favors the concept.

This self-determination provi-
sion, which was developed to ad-
dress concerns here in Hardin
County, also was extended by
legislators to apply to residents of
unincorporated areas.

The community organization
known as Hardin County United
asked local leaders and residents
last year to consider forming a
panel to study and formulate a
plan for merged government.

Voters would have final say
over any final draft. Thanks to
passage of this bill, we now know
how those votes would be tallied.
State Rep. Jimmie Lee and state
Sen. Dennis Parrett deserve some
of the credit for shepherding the
issue through Frankfort.

Even if local officials never
move any further toward the
concept of governmental consoli-
dation here, the changes make
for good law. Protecting the voice
of a local constituency from be-
coming caught in a larger neigh-
bor’s enthusiasm is the best prac-
tice.

After all, this entire issue re-

volves around the idea that the
people form the government.
The basic question regarding
consolidated government is find-
ing a system that makes the most
sense for most of us.

But passage of HB 189 has a
second value never anticipated
when the idea surfaced.

It demonstrates the value of a
cooperative spirit in the legisla-
tive process. Good things still can
happen, even in a frequently dys-
functional body such as the
General Assembly, when people
listen and look for consensus.

Authors of the bill worked
with the Kentucky League of
Cities and Kentucky Association
of Counties to address unique
concerns of both organizations.
This consensus-building process
smoothed the legislative channels
by eliminating missteps and turn-
ing potential opponents into ad-
vocates for the legislation.

It was so well managed, in
fact, the bill received no negative
votes along the way. Unanimous
passage is rare but HB 189 went
through the Senate and the
House (twice) with all yes votes.

It would be naive to expect
any sort of unanimous voice
when reorganizing local govern-
ment resurfaces for discussion lo-
cally. But we all should be look-
ing for the same level of reason-
able discussion and the same co-
operative nature.

When that kind of communi-
cation occurs in government,
everyone wins.

Clearer
understanding

At least Ryan has a deficit-cutting plan
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