
The trouble is, our turn never comes
Well, it was nice while it lasted.
We're talking about the beautiful dream of two good roads

leading to Whltcsburg. When we carried the story about them
three weeks ago and a map showing their location two weeks
ago, we didn't think we were dreaming, and we weren't trying
to fool our readers. We were convinced that at last something
concrete was on the way to help us Eastern Kentuckians.

Now, it seems, if anything is on the way it's going to get
here by way of Timbuktoo.

For the federal engineer who decides where U. S. money
will go says we'll have to wait our turn to get roads. Every
part of the state and nation is asking for roads, the argument
goes, and Eastern Kentucky will have to take its place in the
waiting line. Trouble is, our turn never comes. We've been
waiting for a long time now, generations In fact, and we al-

ways get shoved to the end of the line.
The argument of the US Bureau of Public Roads is that

the roads should go where the traffic is. That's the same old
chickon-and-eg- g dodge we've been getting for years too.
Anybody who have ever been near Eastern Kentucky knows
the trafic would be there if the roads were.

We'll tell the Bureau of Public Roads one thing-- lf it waits
a few years more it can cross Eastern Kentucky off its list
altogether. For if our roads continue to disintegrate at their
present rate, it won't be very long before, we don't have any
roads at all, and then of course we won't have any traffic so
we wont have any chance of ever getting roads back agajn.

Woader how many roads our tax money Is paying for In
East India and East Pakistan and East Africa? We'd be the

We must have flood control, and roads
Much has been said over the years,, and seemingly even

more In recent weeks, about the great amount of outside aid
needed by the people of the Kentucky Mountains, especially
the more eastern section. Much outside aid has been given,
bat, however high the motives, it all has been of very little
real permanent "help." Some has been of definite Injury, as
all aid given to a healthy people that does not encourage and
prepare them to help themselves must be.

Being on the fringe of designated "major disaster" and
"major economically distressed" areas, which I have often
visited in past years, I feel my experiences and observations
qualify me in a way to at least discuss their problems, if not
to specifically point out some of them.

In Eastern Kentucky are the headwaters of four consider-
able streams, the Cumberland, Kentucky, Licking and Big
Sandy Rivers all in many places in very narrow valleys.
This fact in earlier days gave us the advantage of water
transportation, which partially compensated for the dearth of
usable roads over our mountainous terrain. Products of our
forests and to a lesser degree our mines, were floated out on
river tides, and in more favored areas our needs could be
supplied over river routes. Much of our roads, where the
width of the valleys permitted, were along river banks, or
dajacent to them. Therefore settlements along the rivers and
larger creeks became our towns. Many of these towns suf-

fered from high river tides; and as the protective forests on
the mountain sides, whose floors served as reservoirs for
rain water, were destroyed, ever higher tides brought more
and more destruction to expanding communities.

Protection from these floods is the mffst urgent need of our
larger Eastern Kentucky community: and little can be done
toward getting new industries to bring employment to our
people suffering from the ills in mining and other industries
in our rapidly changing economy, until this is had.

As pointed out by President Ramey of the Mayo Vocational
School in Paintsville, at a recent meeting of the Kentucky
Editorial Association in Louisville, our greatest and most
immediate need is flood protection and prevention of which
we have so little.

Not all th eterrible damage by floods in the mountains the
past several years is due to Acts of God, or the acts of man

In My Opinion
The Mountain Eagle welcomes expressions of opinion on any

and all subjects from its readers, but reserves the right to reject
letters considered libelous or in questionable taste and to shorten
letters if necessary. Letters should be no more than 350 words
In length and should be addressed "To the Editor, The Mountain
Eagle, Box 190, Whitesburg, Ky."

tikes Combs
TO The Editor:
Dear Mr. Wee Willie:

In your article last week in
The Mountain Eagle you must
have had the bridle slipped,
running loose is a bad thing for
colts. Straying is another
danger. Who trained you for the
track anyway?

Beinc a mountaineer you
ought to stick t(T more deeper
convictions, which show up In
intelligent folks. Words loosely
used make very poor reading
for those who stick to matters
of patronismand loyalty for
reading matters. I read a lot of
happenings from the mountains
and enjoy sharing their likes
and dislikes, but resent this mud
slinging propaganda in your
vision, to perceive through your
lenses would make a moun-
taineer a city sleeker, aren't
you proud of your mountains
and its folks? Why do you pub-
lish the basest things of less re-

pute to your mountain gentle-
men Mr. Bert Combs? Aren't
you able to hold your collegues
in higher respect, your judgment
Is biased and poorly displayed)
for a mountain man. For the
first time in your generation
you have a gentleman running
for Governor, matter not what
your politics are there are no
roads that lead to this mud
slinging in brotherhood. You
owe your respect and lovo for
a man who has qualified through
hard labor and sweat to achieve
to the height in knowledge to
how ask you and eyery good
mountaineer or support. The

s

first time in your life you have
that privilege to honor your
part of the country your kins
man. your colleague ana
brother.

To let petty politics bar your
support would be a tragedy for
the mountains. Bert Combs, in
his statements of fact, are
classed as Mud Slinger by you
whom maybe never found out
anything about promises by the
millions from Frankfort which
are all you have gotten for three
vears. No roads, no dams, no
flood walls, no parks, no
parks, no bridges, and no
nothing. Yet to paste a name to
your own mountain candidate
as mud slinger. What do you
suppose the mountain ioiks
want? More promises?

Your pleas are inaudible you
know that, to show your In
gratitude for this highly re
fined mountaineer Mr. Bert
Combs you tage him, mud
slinger. When politics stand
first in the mind of men, and
candidates secondary, the moun
tains have lost part of its vir
tue. This nation needs political
parties, yet they do not need
short sighted renunciationist of
quality- You have a man whose
heart goes out for the moun-folk- s,

able and efficient and
will emancipate in every angle
to bring Industry and roads and
other needs, that emancipation
would not only be a promise.

If only to minimize your bur
dens that would be more than
others have done, yet to you he
is a mud slinger, 1 would hate
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last to suggest an dnd to foreign aid, but we would like to feel
that we're taking care of the homofolks too. Wc can't help
but be more concerned about the starving people wo can sec
every day than about the ones wo Just read about.

Of course, many of our elected representatives to Congress
have seen the people In those far-awa- y countries even if they
haven't seen conditions here in East Kentucky. You can read
most any time about a committee of congressmen who arc on
a junket to some foreign country to see what's needed there.

We'd like to suggest that the next time some members of
Congress arc looking around for a place to visit, they take a
short hop for a change and come to Eastern Kentucky to
look around. We'd impose only one condition-th- at the trip
be made by automobile instead of the usual airplane. How-
ever, they'd befler keep a plane handy, because we're sure
that after a drive down here they'd feel they had to summon
a plane to take them back to Washington.

If we can't get any members of Congress interested in com-
ing down here, maybe wo ought to get together and take our
problems to Washington. Some of the big labor unions have
been doing a lot of talking about marching on Washington,
and there has been comment that new army of unemployed
would be better dressed than the ragged "Coxcy's army" of
unemployed which visited Washington in the 1890's. Maybe
so, but an Eastern Kentucky army could rival anything
Coxey had to offer.

Somebody has to do something, and soon. We've waited
long enough already. It looks like our turn ought to be here
by now.

in the destruction of our forests. Damage has been greatly
increased by man's despoliation of our river banks, by using
them as dumping grounds. Not only arctocy unsightly, but In
many places these dumps have so restricted the flow of water
in river channels, that it has been forced to find other
channels through the low-lyin-g sections, even in some of our
more important towns.

Only through our federal government can we have flood
prevention projects so essential to the development of sec-

tions of the Kentucky mountains. Cooperation of our several
emmunitics is also needed. We must by law protect our river
beds and banks, and that law must be strictly enforced by
our local governments.

And only through our state government can we have the
highways so necessary to our economic growth. To be effec-

tive, the type of highways should not be limited to present
needs nor fully apparent needs of the immediate future.
Planners of our roads should envision the great industrial
growth that must be had to meet our people's need, and the
growth of tourism and vacationing that may result from the
better roads and efforts of our people in providing facili-

ties for such. This is assuming that our people will awaken to
the fact that only full cooperation of the many communities
in a much larger area than has yet been attempted, can give
them a travel and vacation business that might become the
basis of an economy that should bring a greater .prosperity
than we hvae ever known and act upon that fact. But that
business and economy cannot come unless we of the M6un-tain- s,

ourselves, recognize the many great attractions of Na-

ture in our area, develop the facilities required, and make it
known to the world.

Eastern Kentucky has many hungry mouths to feed, cold
children to cloth; and unfortunate families to house. For this,

it appears, outside aid is needed. But I claim that history has
shown, that taking care of these needs alone without flood
prevention, or the building highways,
or awakening In our people a sense of their possibilities will
only bring about the continuance and enlargement of those
in need.

RUSSELL DYCHE.

The day they stole

Washington monument
George Washington's birthday

is also the anniversary of the
day when a group of politicians
stole his monument.

The memorial to the first
president of the U. S. was just a
square stub 150 feet high in
1855. The cornerstone had just
been laid on July 4, 1848-w- ith

the same trowel Washington
had used to lay the corner
stone of the Capitol in 1793. But
construction had come to
standstill in 1854.

According to The World Book
Encyclopedia, a group of men
believed to be members of the
American Party, nicknamed
"Known Nothings," had stolen a
block of marble donated by
Pope Pius IX from the Temple
of Concord in Rome.

The public was so shocked by
this act that contributions for
the monument virtually stopped.

The Washington National
Monument Society, which had
been formed ia 1832 to build
the memorial, appealed to Con
gress for aid. The lawmakers
agreed to appropriate $200,000
on Washington's Birthday, 1855,
to complete the monument.

But on the night of Feb. 21,
Know Nothings broke Into the
offices of the society. They
seized its records, held an elec-

tion to put their own members
n office, and the next day an

nounced themselves In posses
sion of the monument.

Congress gave up its attempts
to aid the society. With tho
approach of the Civil War, the
project was abandoned.

Meanwhile, the Know Noth--

ngs fell into disrepute, partly
because of tho piracy of the
monument, and collapsed as a
political party.

Congress finally voted to

finish the monument at govern-
ment exnense in 1876. The 555- -

foot memorial was completed
on Dec. 6. 1884. at a total cost
of $1,500,000

When the aluminum pyramid
that tops the monument was ex-

hibited in New York artdWash-ingto- n,

visitors are said to have
asked to step over it, so they
could say they had stepped
over the top of the Washington
monumcnt-- at that time, the
tallest structure in the world.

Farmers told
how to start
grasses

By Robert H. FIke
County Agricultural Agent

Establishing Grasses
Quite often we find In the

spring of the year our pastures
and hay crops are not adequate
for our needs. Reseeding and
getting better pastures are al-

ways an important job. If you
are planning to establish grasses
this spring, It would bo well
worth your while to cheek with
the A.S.C. office and see if they
can help you on the cost of
establishing these grasses. Check
with them before the practice
Is started or no help can bo
given.

Proper fertilization Is just as
important as any other one
thing that could bo mentioned.
It has bcon found time and
again that If soil Is low In only
one plant food, tho yield will be
greatly reduced. Plant food ele-

ments need to bo kept at a
balanced level. This means, to
do tho Job properly, various soil
samples should besent off and
analyzed to see what plant food
Is available.
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Historical society has

Boone's 'ticklicker'
By Charles F. Hinds

Secretary-Treasure- r,

Kentucky Historical Society

Historians arc reasonably

sure that the famed "Ticklick-

er" is located In the Kentucky

Historical Society Museum in

Frankfort. "Ticklicker' was
Daniel Boone's favorite rifle.

It was bought In 1900 from
Colonel Gilbert Walden, a self- -

styled "Southern Elocutionist,

Rough Rider, and Cow-bo- y Ora
tor." According to Walden it
was made for Daniel Boone by
a North Carolinian gunsmith by
the name of Graham, whose
muzzle mark consisting of eight
stars indicates that it was made
sometime in the latter part of
the 18th century.

"Ticklicker" was featured in
the February 25, 1925, issue of
The American Rifleman. Ac-

cording to the article, there is
no contradiction between the
period ascribed to the historical
society-owne- d rifle and the
characteristics of the first of
the Kentucy rifles. It lacks the
pronounced crescent - shaped
butt plate comon among flint-
locks of the following century.
Furthermore, the absence of a
patchbo in the stock marks it

as a Southern rifle, perhaps,
one made in North Carolina.

The Boone rifle was passed
on to Gilbert Walden with the
information that Graham made
the rifle for Boone around
1700. This, then, was the rlflo
in all probability which Daniel
Boone had with him when he
first entered Kentucky in the
Prcstonsburg area in 1767 and
which he continued to use until
the year 1784 when he gave it
to a mountain trapper by the
name of Dcdman.

It remained in the Dcdman
family for years, hidden away,
almost forgotten in a closet,
unitl it was discovered and pub-
licized in a newspaper. Colonel
Ellis of Louisville read the
news articles, looked up the
family, and purchased the rifle.
Dr. Percy W. deBarnay of Tal-lula- h

Falls, Georgia, was the
next owner, and it was from this
last named gentleman, a gun
collector, that it was purchased
by Gilbert Walden.

What proof can be found In
the Draper or other original
manuscripts that this is indeed
Boone's famed "Ticklicker"?
Several references mention this
rifle by name, but a complete
description of it in manuscript
awaits the diligent researcher.

MARCH 1, 1959
"THE PARABLE OF JESUS' REJECTION"

Matthow 21:33-46- ; Mark 14:3-9- .

'Jesus Rejectedl"

What headlines these two words should make
In the dally newspaper! Still, though Jesus told
the parablo of the Vineyard or of tho Husband
man to the Religious leaders of His day; though
the parable came true in the never-to-be-f-

gotten tragedy outside the walls of Jerusalem
on a hill called the and even
though these are often the words that arc the
"Big News" of many a life and many communi-
ties and In many nations, still this experience
of man's greatest tragedy never makes the
headlines of the Daily Newsprintl

Let us look at the story, the "news scoop" of
time and eternity as it was told by Jesus Himself
BEFORE IT CAME TO PASS! "Hear another
parable: There was a certain which
planted a vineyard, and heldged it round about,
and digged a winepress In It, and built a tower,
and let it out to and went into a
far country: And when the time of the fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the husband
men, that they might receive the fruits of it.
And the husbandmen took his servants and
beat one, an d killed another, and stoned an-

other. Again he sent other servants more than
the first; and they did unto them likewise. But
last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, they
wiir reverence my son. But when the husband-
men saw the son, they said among themselves,
this is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us
seize on his Inheritance And they caught him,
and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.
When the lord therefore of the vineyard
cometh, what will he d ounto those husband-
men? They say unto, "He will miserably destroy
thoso wicked men, and will let out his vineyard
unto other which shall render
him fruits in their seasons." Jesus salth unto
them, "Did you never read in tho scriptures, the
stone which the builders rejected the same is
become tho head of tho orner; this Is tho Lord's
doing, and It Is marvelous in our eyes? There
fore say I unto you, The Kingdom of God, shall
be taken from you, and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof. And whatso
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w illie
anderings

Wc have a hot race cwalng
up for state senator ami for
our They aro
spreading It on what they will
do if elected. Each one U try-

ing to outdo the other in tiring
away taxes. The taxpayer for-
gets that it will bo hlra who
will have to pay for all that is
given away. Higher teachers
pay, higher pensions for the
old, roads up and down each
crcok, and don't forget higher
pay for themselves, also more
money for tho magistrate VTo

must take care of the Magis-

trates and they will take caro
of themselves.

I want to be for that one
that will go down there and
make a law that will say that
that will be no more laws made
for tho next 25 years. That
would give us time to catch up
with some that wc already have
onthe books. What with the
Legislature making more laws,
tho courts putting different

on tho ones that
wc have and all the bureaus
making their laws, the poor tax-
payer is caught in the middle
and wonders sometimes If It 1

worth it trying to stay In
business. You know the law-
makers have about delegated
all their authority over to the
bureaus until, there Isnt actu-
ally muc hthcy can do except
Just get a few Jobs for their
friends and family Of course
that amounts to a whole lot,
what with some people giving
them so much money not to
pass such and such law. I ara
glad that neither of ours was
mixed up In that thing.

It used to be that the elected
officials were the servants of
the people. That used to be a
god slogan "I want to be your
humble servant." By putting
that word humble in It, made It
sound a little more hlgh-falut-in-

but that i sold stuff now
because the people are now
the servants of the government.
As hard as they can work, they
can hardly make ends meek to
pay their taxes.

The reason for a lot of that is
that Is the dclcgatio n of their
authority over to the bureaus.
The bureaus make their own
rules and regulations about
how anything is done, how yow
must pay your taxes. The Legis-

lature only says how much.
Let's try to get that power back
into the Legislature and take a
lot of lawmaking out of the
executive branch. The bureaus
have Rotten bigger than the
President of the United States.
The President, the Governor,
and the lawmaking bodies are
just figureheads anymore.

The parable of Jesus' rejection

place-of-the-skul- l;

householder,

husbandmen,

husbandmen,

representative.

in-

terpretations

ever shall fall on this stone shall be broken;
but on whomsoever i tshall fall, it will grind him
to powder." And when the chief priests and
Pharisees had heard his parables, they per-
ceived that lie spake of them. But when they
sought to lay hands on him, they feared the
multitude, because they took him for a prop-
het."

How terrible a thing! Far worse than the
tragic plane crash that plowed into tho bank of
the river taking the lives of more than fifty
people. Here is willful sin, taking His life that
the fruits of the ground might bo all theirs!

Yes, this was the greatest tragedy of History,
the crucifixion of Jesus, Still, let us not sit in
hasty judgment upon those of Jesus' Day who
had Hi put to death. It was my sin that nailed
Him there! "You drove the nails Into Ills
white, white hands. I pierced His blessed side;
yet they say It was years and years ago that
Jesus was crucified!" (Studdrad Kennedy)

Evcrytlme MY will gets Into the way of GOD'S
Will; everytlme I choose selfishly, causing
others to bo hurt by my self-wil- l; everytlme I
reject the Truth, or, being repulsed through
blind passion, puncture its crystal ball or crash
it to the ground, I REJECT JESUS!

A community can reject Jesus, The Gadereno
Community did. They came to Jesus and asked
Him to leave their country. He did.

A church can reject Jesus. Tho Church of
which Jesus was a member rejected Him. Any
church which does not uphold the truth of His
Word rejects Him anew today.

An individual can reject Jesus, Judas did. He,
like so many worshippers of money and of
political power today, rejected Jesus.

Tho reason the rejected of Jesus seldom
makes the headlines is that "My kingdom is
not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight." "Because
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you."

Still, If tho tragedy of the cross and of the
premeditated murder were all, this would be
great or the cruelty could conceivably be sur-
passed. The worse part of tho Cross Is WHO
it was being crucified. He was God's Sonl


