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By failing to correct conditions
left by the strip mine operation,
Asher "would be in the position
of a landowner continuing to
maintain a nuisance created by
his lessee and of course this could
be a wrong committed directly
by the owner, " the Court said,

The Appeals court cited Greene's
complaint, which was nrepared
by Watson. The complaint said
that Asher Coal Company was
"fully aware of the nature of the
mining operation

"
thus to be con-

ducted.
"After the cessation of the strip

mine operation, the defendant
did not restore the land to pre
vent soil erosion or excessive
draining along natural water
courses
"As a result of the conditions

created, followed by a heavy
rainfall, vast quantities of loose

(Continued on Page 4)

Cowan school
now in use

Classes were held for the first
time Monday in the new Cowan
Elementary School, located on
Cowan Road near the mouth of
Little Cowan Creek.

The new consolidated school,
a brick building similar to others
built in Letcher County the past
few years, permits the closing of
four one and two;room schools
Upper Cowan, Middle Cowan and
Little Cowan and UZ, In addi-

tion, some pupils from the Hot
5poTSchool, which burned last
winter, will attend classes there
for the time being.

Bradley Breeding will serve
as principal of the new schooL

Open house for school patrons
will be held Sunday, April 19.

UM'MMmMKM mm mmm mmZmm

iicrr

the

R.

lt would have n oval pool about
6 by 12 feet, with two flag poles-o- ne

for the American flag and one
for the Kentucky flag-be- hind it.
A tower would hold the old bell
which rang for court days in the
former courthouse. The bell
tower would extend slightly above
the roof of the courthouse and the
flag poles would tower above the
befl. Moore suggested that per-

haps the bell could be electrified
and carillon chimes be installed
to play seasonal music, such as

"Jingle Bells" in the winter.
The names of the war dead would

be inscribed on brass plaques to be
installed on the front wall of the
courthouse. The fountain, bell
tower and plaques would be lo-

cated at the east front, of the
courthouse. ....

County Judge James M. Caudal
expressed a hope that the city of
Whitesburg will not put parking
meters in fronf of the courthouse
"once we get something pretty

" "ere
Several persons who attended

the fountain meeting expressed
opinions that the. fountain would
provide a tourist attraction.

The group will meet again af-

ter Moore completes plans for the
fountain to decide how to conduct
the public campaign to raise the
.$5, 000 needed to finance the

Standard rig. co. (i
Louisville, Ky.

MOUNTAIN EAGLE
SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher County, Kentucky, Thursday,
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BAGGING A DUCK THE HARD WAY Ray Stallard (above) of Cromona was nearly asleep
Tuesday night when the Transit Coach Lines bus he was riding came along Sandlick. The
fact that he was nodding probably saved his eyesight. Because a wild duck picked that
moment to collide with the bus, smashing through the and into Stallard's head.
When Stallard regained consciousness he was at the Whitesburg Hospital for treatment of
cuts and bruises. His major damage was a large gooseor duckegg on the head, but
he was a little worried about how to explain the situation to his wife "she'll think I've
been out with the wrong chick, " he quipped. Stallard is shown with the duck and the
hole in the bus windshield. The duck was too broken up to qualify for either eating or

mounting. (Eagle photo).

New agent hired Blair plans
Letcher Fiscal Court this week

approved the appointment of Jim-m- ie

Arthur of Harrison County as
county agent replacing James
Kendrick.-

Court members voted unanimous-
ly to approve Arthur's appointment
after he was selected and recom-
mended for the post by the Univer-
sity of Kentucky.

Arthur is a high school mathe-
matics teacher in Breathitt Coun-

ty and Is the son-in-l- of Jeff B.

Mayes, principal of Letcher Con-

solidated School at Jeremiah.
Arthur was introduced to mem-

bers of fiscal court by Kenneth
Beane of Jackson, who identified
himself as district leader of coun-

ty agents inthis area.
Beane told the court that Arthur

had not had training as a county
agent but will receive a short
course of instruction during June
and July and then will report for
work in Letcher County about
Aug. 1.

Normally, county agents are
required to have AB degrees from
a college of agriculture and must
have pursued a course of study to
equip them for the jobs they hold.

Beane said that in selecting a

county agent for Letcher, he and
other University officials had rec

A delegation of citizens from
Cumberland asked for and re-

ceived Letcher Fiscal Court sup-

port this week on a proposed dam
on Poor Fork of the Cumberland
River in Letcher County.

A. P. Fugate, spokesman for
Cumberland, said the dam would

be located above Folia where U.

S. 119 leaves the valley and
climbs Pine Mountain.

Fugate said he and other Cum-

berland residents want a dam
100 feet high, which, he in-

dicated, would create a body
of water stretching up Flat Gap

some 16 miles toward Pound,

Va
Fucate said the proposed dam

would contain a permanent pool

of 40 feet of water and would

contain additional storaft. space
foVan additional 60 feel of wa-

ter during flood periods.
(There was evidence, however,

that the proposed dam would be

ognized that agriculture plays a
limited role in the economy here
and "tried to consider other as-

pects of possible development-su- ch
as tourism and timber . . .

"I'm not saying we don't need
a county agent with a county a- -

training, " Beane said. But,
fent's development work in the
county might be easier if led by a
person "trained in other fields. '

Taking note that much of a
county agent's time is devoted
to youth and 4-- H Club work,
Beane said, "I don't believe that
agricultural training and youth
work necessarily go hand in hand. "

Beane expressed belief Arthur
would be able to provide techni-
cal assistance to Letcher County
residents who wish to engage in
the tourist or timber business.
However, he said nothing to in-

dicate that Arthur has had special
training in either field.

In appointing Arthur to the post,
Fiscal Court and UK officials by-

passed Kendrick, former Letcher
County agent who had advised UK

of his desire to return to Letcher
County from Ohio, where he now
works.

Beane denied, however, that
Kendrick had asked for his old

(Continued on Page 4)

too small to create anything oth-

er than a very small scale lake.
(An engineer sketched in the

proposed dam for The Mountain
Eagle on an official U. S. Geo-

logical Survey map of the area.
This showed that the lake, in-

stead of stretching for many
miles, actually would run for
only one mile to Slick Rock
Beanchduring periods of nor-

mal pool. In periods when the
lake contained its maximum
100 feet of water, the lake still
would stretch only for about two
miles up the valley. This is be-

cause of the rapid fall-o- ff in el-

evation in the Upper Cumberland
valley.

County Judge James M. Caudlll
welcomed the Cumberland dele-
gation to fiscal court and told
them he didn't think anyone in
Letcher County would be op-

posed to the proposed dam ex-

cept possibly a lew property
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Whitesburg entrepreneur Estill

Blair said today he will begin
operation of a new funeral nome
in Whitesburg sometime before
May 15.

The establishment will be known
as the Blair Funeral Home. It
will be located-i- the old M. D..
Lewis home just across from The
Mountain Eagle office on West
Main Street.

The building is the former quar-

ters of the Johnson Funeral Home,
which has not been operated for
several years. In recent years it
has been used to handle overflow
guests from the Johnson Motel

the street.
Blair has leased the building

from Arthur Johnson of Lynch.
Redecorating of the home is

now in progress. Most of the
equipment nas already been pur-

chased, Blair said; it will be all
new. he added, including new
ambulances. New draperies and
new furniture will be installed in
the building.

Blair said ne does not yet know

(Continued on Page 12)

Cumberland River dam sought
owners who wouldn't want to
lose their homes. But, he said,
these people would be paid for

their homes.
Similar views were expressed

by other court members.
Tom Gish of Whitesburg, editor

of The Mountain Eagle, asked
to speak as a citizen. Glsh said

he would be opposed to the con-

struction of any dam in Letcher
County which would be solely
for the purpose of flood control.

Gish explained that single-purpo- se

flood control dams are emp-

ty of water most months of the
year, and are useless for fishing
or any other use. Most of the
time, he said, the land behind
the dams is nothing but a giant
mudhole. This, he said, would

values in thedestroy property
county and would contribute
nothing to its economy.

Gish expressed the fear that
(Continued on Page 4)


