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A sense of imDendine ere at traceav hanes over the coalfields
of Eastern Kentucky today as both coal operators and coal miners
fear the fatal shooting of a miner at Leatherwood this week might
be the signal of an all-o- ut shooting war worse than anything ever
seen in the bloody mountain coalfields. It is a time of deep

The return to violence has been clearly foreseeable for the
past couple of years as tensions have increased in the often ed

ring of union miner, non-uni- miner,' union coal op-

erator, "non-uni- on coal operator. There has been much talk
all factions of arming themselves, each to protect him-

self from the others. There has been little if any talk of work-

ing out a solution with which all might live.
Now the first fatal shot has been fired, and the widow and nine

children of Ernest Creech weep for him. It happens that Creech
was a non-uni- on miner who went through a picket line to get
to his job in the Leatherwood Mine No. 1 of the Blue Diamond
Coal Company. But the first victim just as easily could have
been a member of the picket line, or a coal operator. And their
widows and children would be mourning them.

The cause of it all is complicated, sometimes oversimplified in
the words "automation" or cybernation. " It embraces such
things as residual oil, atomic energy fired electrical plants, unit
trains, new mining technique's both above and below grounda
national advance in technology that has left far behind both the
coal operator and the coal miner in Eastern Kentucky. The situ-

ation is not necessarily the fault of either the miner or the oper-

ator. And both today find themselves arming to wage a war not
of their choosing.

If blame must De placed on someone, then we should start
somewhere back with President Truman and continue through
with Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson. For the situation here
is no overnight development but is a disease that has been al-

lowed to spread through two decides of national indifference.
It is true that national interest has turned somewhat to Eastern

Kentucky the past few years, and that interest has resulted in
something called "the war on poverty" and the "Appalachian
Development program. " But both programs as they have un-

folded .nave proved to be hollow shams, concerned with creating
images" of solutions rather than with finding the solutions them-

selves. And we have had commodity foods, food stamps, the
jobless father program, retraining programs, school lunch pro-
grams, the welfare program and other naif-heart- ed props by the
dozenalmost all totally ineffective, degrading to the unem-
ployed. All in all, a large package of proof that the United
States does not yet know now to deal with basic economic and
sociological problems.

And we have had frustration and despair to a degree that is be-

yond reckoning.
We suppose the ordinary coal mine picket has some thought

that his activities might lead to unionization and a magical so-

lution to all his problems. But we suspect most know better.
Instead, the picketing and the violence represent a protesta
protest against the degrading business of commodities, the of-

ten hardhearted and blind political abuse of welfare "cases"
a protest against the jobless fathers program and all the lack of
governmental intelligence it representsand above all, a pro- -

fvi UKUtt 4 &
Le'tcher County has lost its first battle in the war on poverty

a battle to obtain enough money to hire enough competent,
trained community planning experts to help the county set up a
community action program under the federal Economic Oppor-
tunity Act.

The Office of Economic Opportunity in Washington announced
this week that it has granted the county $22,818 to finance plan-
ning work for its community action program. It is obvious to
even the most casual onlooker that the money is not enough to
make more than the slightest stab at setting up a complicated
program detailing the county's needs and its plans for combat-
ting poverty.

But, an OEO official says, the county can ask for help from
the Council of the Southern Mountains at Berea or from the West
Virginia University Institute for Appalachian Studies and Devel-
opment. Of course we may ask getting the help we need is
an entirely different matter. The Council of the Southern Moun-
tains is an organization of dedicated people, and we have the
highest respect for the ability of its staff. But the Council would
be the first to admit that it operates on a shoestring budget (it is
so poor it cannot even afford a movie projector to show films of
Appalachia) and that it is obligated to spread itself over a much
wider area than Eastern Kentucky ts obligation is to the entire
Appalachian mountain region. The West Virginia University In-
stitute we do not know, but it seems obvious that its first obliga-
tion is to West Virginia. And this week the institute announced
that it had hired Keith Kelley, formerly head of the University
of Kentucky's Eastern Kentucky Resource Development Project at
Quicksand, to its staff. The Quicksand project has been rather
spectacularly unsuccessful in its efforts to aid Eastern Kentucky,
and if the same thinking is to apply to the WVU Institute, there
is little hope of effective help from there.

Eastern Kentucky already is the victim of too little competent
planning spread too thin. The City of Whltesburg, for example,
has a contract for planning assistance with the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Commerce. On paper this is fine, but in actual prac-
tice the local Planning and Zoning Commission considers itself
very lucky if a p tanner gets here for an hour's visit once every
six months. This pattern has existed for the past five years, and
there is little reason to expect it to change now.

So here we sit. The rest of the country can relax, secure in
the belief that the government is at long last doing something to
help the people of Eastern Kentucky, that the Appalachian De-

velopment Act and the Economic Opportunity Act together will
provide answers to our problems and food for the bellies of our
hungry children. How long will it take the rest of the nation to
realize that actually neither one of them even begins to change
the situation? Maybe five yearsmaybe ten. The question Is
whether we can survive that long.

We wish President Johnson would take as much interest in fight-
ing the war on poverty as he appears to be taking in fighting the
war on North Viet Nam. We wouldn't even care if the attacks
were secret, so long as they accomplished their objective.

There even is a chance that an all-o- ut war on poverty could
eliminate the need for an all-o- ut war on North Viet Nam. We
just might win the fight against communism with examples of
successful democracy in action rather than with proof of our
military power ana the victorymlght be a more permanent
one.
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A fine

test against the continued emptiness and failure of state and
federal promises of. help for Eastern Kentucky.

Decades of abuse and neglect, of defeat and despair, have
worn the veneer of civilization so thin that it threatens at any
moment to split, allowing total chaos to reign. There is much
similarity between the situation here and that which exists today
in Mississippi and Alabama the major differences being that we
are white and they are Negro and that violence is our heritage
while submission is theirs. But even the southern Negro submits
no longer.

The time has come for the federal government to recognize
some of the essential facts about Eastern Kentucky and the colos-
sus called Appalachia.

The coal industry is here. It will remain here for the next cen-
tury. It is the basis of the economy of Eastern Kentucky and is
likely to remain so. It is nonsense to pretend solutions can be
found the area's economic woes totally outside coal, the black
heart of Eastern Kentucky.

Now, the coal industry is plagued by too few mines and too
many miners. So long as there are more miners than there are
jobs, pressures upon the wage scale will remain great and gen-
eral economic conditions must fall to the lowest possible denom-
inator. Remove the labor surplus and you mostly remove the
labor unrest; for persons successfully employed in other industries
arc not pickets at the coal mines nor are they competitors for the
coal miner's job. Provide alternative employment for the surplus
of miners, and you are on the road to solution.

This could be done through comprehensive utilization of coal
mined here in Appalachia Tor the production of mine-mou- th pow-
er to be shipped Dy transmission lines up and down the Atlantic
coast. A hundred-billio- n dollar industry could be developed,
producing undreamed of wealth and prosperity for the Appalach-
ian area. That this idea Is quite feasible is demonstrated by the
fact that American Electric Power Co. already is beginning to
use mine-mou- th power and the feasibility has also Deen thor-
oughly proved in studies made by Lockheed Missile and Space
Corp. the Department of the Interior, the American Public
Power Association and the National Rural Electrification

Association.
Such a program could provide Immediate employment for many

thousands of men through its construction and operation. And
thousands of additional miners could be employed to mine the
coal needed for the new market. Automatic retention of a frac-
tion of a cent per kilowatt of electricity produced could finance
for the Appalachian area the nation's finest schools, parks, high-
ways, hospitals and other basic facilities.

The alternative to such a program Is simple: Direct subsidiza-
tion of the coal industry by the federal government, with more
stringent controls to eliminate abuses by the relatively few coal
operators whose bandit-lik- e practices blacken the name and the
reputation of the entire industry.

Coal is almost the only basic national industry that is not now
subsidized by the federal government, and the thought that the
same might be done for coal should cause no shudders of horror
In anyone. As a start, Uncle Sam might provide the operating
capital to enable groups of a dozen or so small coal operators to
merge together into a large, economically competitive unit

with the latest machinery and the finest working stan-
dards and conditions.

Continued failure of the federal government to find solutions
instead of demoralizing handouts can only lead to continued vi-
olence and a further decline in living standards that already are
being held up to international evaluation as the horrible example
of the failure of American institutions.

CURRENT COMMENT:

'Gentleman Bird1
"February was the month when

we not only had Lady Bird and
Lynda Bird, but also, courtesy of
Victor Borge, 'Gentleman Bird. '
And it was, generally speaking,
a hard month for LBJ. First we
couldn't criticize him because
of the assassination and the fact
that we didn't have anybody else.
Then" we couldn't criticize nim
because he was doing his, best and
anyway there still wasn't anybody
else. Then, during the campaign
when we finally did have some-
body else, we still couldn't crit-
icize him because of that some-
body else. And finally, after the
election, we couldn't criticize
him because he was against dis-

ease and poverty and for educa-
tion and mothernood.

"The Churchill funeral, however,
changed it all overnight or, ra-
ther, the 'executive flu' changed
it. The way we see it, McNa-ma- ra

gave it to the President,
the President gave it to Dean
Rusk, Dean Rusk gave it to Doug-
las Dillon, Douglas Dillon gave
it to Hubert Humphrey, and Hu-

bert Humphrey gave it, for heav-
en's sake, to Luci Baines, Sena-
tor Monroney had a cold, Sena-
tor Russell had a cold, Senator
Kuchel had a cold, and then Sen-
ator Keating came down with a
cold and he wasn't even a sen-

ator any more. But the one who
took the cake was Texas Con-
gressman Wright Patman. He
proudly announced he had a cold
'just like the President's.' Frank-
ly, we were surprised he admit
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ted it; we didn't think there was
that much to be proud of. We
were over in Europe during the
month and over there, we assure
you, they're convinced we're
either the most ungracious na-

tion In the world or else the most
susceptible to colds. "

CLEVELAND AMORY in
Saturday Review, March 6, 1965

How about us?
"... The public investments

made in the region under this-ac- t

shall be concentrated in areas
where there Is a significant poten-
tial for future growth, and where
the expected return on public dol-
lars invested will be the greatest."

the "Statement of Pur-
pose" in the Appalachian Devel-ODme- nt

Act passed this week by
Congress.

"... the Commission shall
follow procedures that will in-
sure consideration of the follow-
ing factors:

'(1) the relationship of the pro-
ject or class of projects to overall
regional development including
its location In an area determined
by the State to have a significant
potential for growth;"

from the same Act, Section
244 (a).

Eternal optimism
"The one hope for the yard's

future is the steadily worsening
world situation. Norris
Cotten of New Hampshire on
closing of the Portsmouth Navy
Yard.
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THE MOUNTAINEER

HAD HIS OWN WAY

OF MAKING WHISKY

By LARRY CAUDILL

No compendium of information
on our pioneer Kentucky moun-

tain ancestors would be at all
complete without a small trea-

tise on what has sometimes been
called their highest" skill, or art

he making of whisky.
Now there are thousands of ways,

of recipes, of procedures, for
making whisky and 99 44100
per cent of them produce bad
whisky. That is why it is called
by many names
mountain dew, mule -- kick, rot-g- ut,

etc.
The basic ingredient may be

corn meal or mule feed. The
fermenting agent may be given
a boost by sugar, molasses,
yeast, even gaseous carbide.

I have asked a thousand moun-

tain men whom I knew to have
had experience to tell me In de-

tail how to make corn liquor.
All of course told me a different
way.

I didn't ask any chemists and I
sought out not the master distil-
lers of the big distilleries.

I wanted to Know the simplest
way my pioneer ancestors made
whisky.

They didn't know any chemists.
They couldn't read and write so
they couldn't figure out a chem-
ical formula.

Now my W.
J. Caudill, was known as "Stiller
Bill," because he was a legal
distiller, under license by the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

His product was sold legally,
openly. The quality was deter --

mined by competition and the
opinions of his patrons, who were
connoisseurs of corn the flavor,
the effect and the hangover.

Stiller Bill was not bothered by
the U. S. Pure Food and Drug
Act. He was a master distiller
in all but the formal title and
the paycheck.

I have been told that his prime
product sold at a wholesale price
of 50 cents a gallon.

To those who would imply that
Great --Grandpap did some retail
business on the side, I am com-
pelled to say that Stiller Bill was
an honest man. It was the cus-

tom In those days. Being honest
was In practice the best way of
doing business.

This is not to say that Great-Grandp- ap

was niggardly:
If you sat down to dinner at

Stiller Bill's house, there was apt
to be a water glass beside your
plate and a jug was handy from
which you could pour yourown
appetizer.

The Europeans could have their
family wines and other peoples
their various potions at table
our Kentucky mountaineer pre-
ferred the pure essence of corn
distillation.

The' Kentucky mountaineer's
public image too often has been
identified with moonshlning. As
a matter of truth the moonshiner
was in the extreme minority in
the mountain community. But he
was an artist, he was picturesque
and thus became symbolic..

This does not presume to be an
authoritative treatise on mountain
liquor, although my experimen-
tation has been extensive over the
years. Too much of it was on in-
ferior products obtainable in big
cities like Atlanta and Louisville.

So it is doubtful if I could quali-
fy as an expert witness on liquor
before Commonwealth's Attorney
Emmett Fields and Circuit Judge
J. L. Hays.

They probably would call me
widely experienced but not suffi-
ciently connoisseur. I'd drink
anything.

Nor am I an expert on the mak-
ing of corn whisky, but I can tell
you of my one expedition into
making corn liquor.

1 was a .teenager. I was the as-
sociate and flunky for Uncle Jim
(known as my drlnkln' uncle).

After a courtln' visit on Rock-hou- se

Creek I was walking home-
ward.

A shadowy figure emerged from
the weeds ahead of me and sham-
bled down the railroad track with
saddle pockets over a shoulder.

(Continued on Page 5)


