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This huge yellow poplar, reportedly the largest ever cut in Letcher County, was photographed
in Coeburn, Virginia, in 1900. It had been hauled across the mountains by teams of oxen
(seven, the best we rould count) in the days before the railroad reached into Letcher County.
The log wa$ cut near Eolia. For comparison of size, notice the men standing beside it. The
picture is a reproduction of an old one, which was torn, and as a result detail was lost.

Yellow poplars fell early in century
By LARRY CAUDILL

Here's how went some of the
patrimony of us Kentucky moun-
taineers:

Uncle Henry Shell of Kings-cree- k
in Letcher County at 78

ould recall the first of the big
yellow poplar trees he helped to
fell.

He as a stripling lad was help-
ing his father John in the logwoods
on the head of Cutshin Creetc in
Leslie County, well before the
turn of the 20th Century.

"We axed and sawed and finally
got it down, " said Uncle Henry.

"We sawed it into 12. 14 ana
16-fo- ot lengths. For the first cut,
Pa built sort of a platform for me
to saw on.

"The stump was seven feet a- -

Free ARH care detailed
The Whitesburg Appalachian

Regional Hospital has given a
total of $76, 967 worth of free
care to persons unable to pay
for it during the past 16 months.

The hospital here ranks second
in the entire chain
in the amount of charity care it
has given.

Harlan Appalachian Regional
Hospital ranks first with a total
of $192,845 worth of free care.

Under Kentucky welfare pro- -

?;rams, the state pays only for the
days of hospital care for

indigent-patients- , and the hosp-
ital here has absorbed the loss in
caring for patients whose illness

Coffey House sold
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pploskey of

Whitesburg this week took over
operation of the Coffey House,
a downtown Whitesburg restau-
rant.

The Poloskeys have purchased
the restaurant from Mrs. Fred
Coffey and Mr. and Mrs. Cossie
Quillen, who had operated it
for the past three years.

Poloskey said the name will be
retained. The name of the res-

taurant was changed from City
Cafe after Mrs. Coffey and her
husband, the late Fred Coffey,
and the Quillens bought it from
Mrs. Clara Williams.

The Quillens will continue to
operate Quillen Drug Co. here.

Poloskey said he would not op-

erate his poultry house this sum-
mer but would restock it with
layers next fall. He is one of
several Letcher County residents
who have entered the egg pro
duction business in the past two
years. His present flock has quit
laying, he said, and he plans to
dispose of it and wait until fall
to restock his poultry house.

flurg, Letcner County,

cross.
"We had to split the logs to

move 'em. Took four yoke of
oxen to work a half log out of the
woods. "

Uncle Henry worked in the log-

woods for 58 years. Two years,
1917 and 1918, he tried coal
mining. He got hurt. He said,
"Boys, I'll just make it on the
outside, or I won't make it."
And he went back to the log-

woods.
"Once I could fell a 24-in- ch

oak tree with a double -- bitted
ax in less time than two men with
a crosscut saw could cut one side
of it.

"George Ison once paid me
$1,090 for a cut of timber that
took two weeks.

"But don't let me mislead you.

requires them to remain in the
hospital more than 10 days. Ad-

ministrator Ray Roberts of the lo-

cal hospital said it has never dis-

charged a patient because of in-

ability to pay.
The entire chain

has given free care worth a total
of $412,441 since Appalachian
Regional Hospitals Inc. took over
their operation in October, 1963.

This represents more than 9,800
days of free patient -- care donated
to persons who could not pay for
it, according to Dr. KarlKlicka,
president of ARH.

"This free care represents the
dollar value of hospital services
which we gave to indigent pa-

tients over and above those ser-

vices paid for by the states of
Kentucky. West Virginia and
Virginia." Dr. Kllcka said.

"We certainly cannot refuse to
continue treating those persons
if they require additional care,
even though their welfare bene-
fits are exhausted. Therefore,

Miner shot
A Perry County miner was shot

to death this week as he returned
home from his job at Leatherwood
Mine No. 1.

A bullet, apparently from a high
powered rifle, penetrated the met-
al cab of the truck which Earnest
Creech, Bonnyman, was driving.
It entered Creech's back and
struck his heart. He apparently
d,ied instantly.

Willie Couch of Letcher, pres-
ident of the Leatherwood local
of the United Mine Workers of
America, was one of 12 men ar-

rested in connected with the
shooting. The 12 were charged
with murder.

Logging is awful hard work. But
it isn't as hard or as dangerous as
the mines.

"It's hard for people to believe
nowadays but I never went to
school a day in my life.

"There wasn't any school on
Cutshin in those days. Book
learnin' didn't seem important,
I guess. When there was school
it was about July and August."

Uncle Honry has been married
to the former Ritter Banks, daugh-
ter of Cy Banks, for 56 years.
They reared 10 children.

Uncle Henry recalled that back-
woods romance. "1 went to Knott
County and asked for her. Cy
wouldn't give her up. I toldner
I'd be back in two weeks.

"I went back to Lotts Creek and
(Continued on Page 13)

we must absorb the cost of their
hospital care beyond 10 days,"
said Garvice D. KIncaid of Lex-

ington, chairman of the board of
ARH. He added that the hospitals
find it "difficult to carry such a
heavy financial burden and soon
will launch a campaign for pub-

lic contributions to share the bur-
den of such welfare cases.

Other ARH hospitals in Kentucky
provided the following amounts
of free care:

Hazard, $50,264; McDowell.
$30,638; Middlesboro, $32,393;
Pikeville, $596; and South Wil-
liamson, $12,471. The ARH
hospitals at Pikeville and South
Williamson do not benefit from
the state's program for the med-
ically indigent which provides
$600,000 for hospital care during
the current fiscal year.

Indigent care donated by other
ARH hospitals included : wise,
Va.. $2,441; Beckley, W. Va.,
$13,073, and Man, w. Va.,
$747.

fatally
The incident occurred at the

rear of the Leatherwood mine
property just inside the Leslie
County line. A group of pick-
ets, most of them former em-
ployees at Leatherwood, were
nearby.

Picketing has been in progress
at Leatherwood since it shut
down operations after its UMW
contract expired last April,
The mine reopened without i
union contract several week o.

Perry Circuit Judge Don Ward
ha,s issued an order prohibiting
further picketing at the mine

(Continued on Page 2)
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County to get
planning grant

The Office of Economic Op-

portunity In Washington this week
approved a grant of$22,818 to
Letcher County to finance plan-
ning of a county community ac-

tion program in the "war on pov-

erty."
The Letcher County Economic

Opportunity Committee original-
ly applied for a grant of $75,000
for planning purposes, and the
OEO later cut that request to
$40,000. However, when the
grant was announced, it totaled
only $22, 818.

The money will not be sufficient
to hire a competent technical
planning staff. But an OEO of-

ficial told a member of the local
Economic Opportunity Commit-
tee that local committees may
seek technical advice from the
West Virginia University Institute
for Appalachian Studies and De-

velopment at Morgantown, W.
Va. , or from the Council of the
Southern Mountains at Berea.

Telegrams from both Congress-
man Carl D. Perkins and Sen.

Area bill
The House of Representatives

this week gave final approval to
the Appalachian Development
Act, and President Johnson indi-
cated he will sign it at special
ceremonies in Washington Tues-
day.

The measure provides for ex-

penditure of a billion dollars in
the 11 -- state Appalachian moun-
tain region In an effort to bolster
the area's faltering economy.

Congress has not yet appropriat-
ed money to finance the programs
called for in the bill.

The bill has these principal pro-

visions:
1. It creates an Appalachian

Regional Commission, composed
of the governors of the 11 states

A free showing of "Richard III"
starring Sir Laurence Olivier, is
scheduled for 7:30 p. m. Satur-
day, March 13, In the grade
school auditorium at Whitesburg:

The film is the third in a ser-

ies of "film classics" to be shown
here free. The movies are fi-

nanced by contributions by local
citizens and businesses. No ad-

mission is charged.
"Richard III, adapted from the

play by William Shakespeare, is
the story of one of the most con-
troversial figures in English his-

tory. It tells of the rise of Rich-ar- a,

Duke of York, to the throne
of medieval England. The film
portrays Richard, a hunchback,
as a wicked king who killed the
young heirs to the throne by hav-
ing them imprisoned'ln the Tow-
er of London and murdered there.

More recently, historians have
begun to question whether Rich-
ard was so wicked as Shakespeare
and others have portrayed him,
but the Shakespearean picture
still is the one generally accept
ed.

The film is directed and pro-

duced by Olivier. It is in color.
It has been called "the best act-
ed picture that has ever beer,
produced."

Three additional movies sched-
uled in the "film classics" series
can be shown only if additional
contributions are received, ac-

cording to Mrs. Thomas Plaut.
who has served as chairman of a
group of Whitesburg residents
sponsoring the series. Others
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John Sherman Cooper announced
the Letcher County grant.

The Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity also has approved a grant
of $252,119 to the Council of
the Southern Mountains at Berea.

West Virginia Congressman
James Kee said the money will
be used to finance recruiting and
training of personnel for service
in local community ami -- poverty
programs in nine statesKent-
ucky, West Virginia, Virginia,
Maryland, Tennessee, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Ala-
bama and Georgia.

Kee said the project will train
100 persons in a six -- month per-
iod, including 21 community
action technicians to be hired
by the council as well as staff
personnel In local communities.

Three weeks of classroom in-

struction would be provided,
followed by field experience un-

der supervision of trained council
personnel in with
Virginia Polytechnic Institute.

passed
(of which Kentucky is one) or
their representatives and a federal
representative appointed by the
President, with the approval of
the U. S. Senate. The state
members of the commission
will elect a and
the federal representative also
will serve as a
Each state pays its own repre-
sentative and his alternate and
the federal government pays its
representative and his alternate.

The commission is to be respon-
sible for developing "on a con-
tinuing basis, comprehensive and

plans and programs'
and for establishing priorities un-

der them.
(Continued on Page 16)

which may be shown if enough
donations are received are "All
the King's Men. " the story of
Huey Long of Louisiana; The
Marriage of Figaro, " an opera
by Mozart, ana "Alexander
Nevsky, " a Russian drama.

Contributions may be mailed
to "Film Classics, care of the
First Security Bank or The Bank
of Whitesburg.

Joins hospital staff
Dr. William H. Potter is now

on the active staff of the Whites-
burg Appalachian Regional Ho-
spital as a surgeon, the hospital
announced this week.

Dr. Potter is associated with
the Daniel Boone Clinic. He will
be here more than 50 per cent of
his time. He also is on the staffs
at hospitals in Lynch and McDow-
ell. He frequently travels from
one hospital to another by way of
his private helicopter.

Dr. dttao Santos of Brazil is on
the hospital staff as a resident in
the Appalachian Regional Hosp-
ital training program. He is a
resident in surgery. .Dr. Santos
will be here until July.

Other new additions to the hos-
pital personnel are Jack D'Ambro-si- o,

formerly of Albuquerque, N.
M., pharmacist; Mrs. D'Ambrosio,
a registered nurse; Miss Sarah Pot-

ter and Miss Judy Carroll, aides,
and Fred Baker, housekeeping
staff.

Olivier film free
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