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NEW ORLEANS —
Louisville could have been
blown out. Rick Pitino’s
coaching chops and a little
bit of hard work made it
closer than it probably
should have been.

Relying on grittiness, of-
fensive rebounding and
Pitino’s savvy, Louisville kept
state-rival Kentucky within
reach before fading in a 69-
61 loss to the Wildcats in the
Final Four on Saturday night.

“We knew we were going
to play like starvin’ dogs,”
Pitino said.

Pitino-led teams have al-
ways played the us-against-
the-world card and this
group needed that kind of at-
titude against Kentucky’s sta-
ble of future NBA players.

Led by Associated Press
Player of the Year Anthony
Davis, the Wildcats (37-2)
had an advantage at nearly
every position, so the only
way for Louisville to keep up
with the Bluegrass race-
horses was to gunk up the
works.

e Cardinals did just
that, overcoming some early-
game jitters with offensive
rebounding and defensive
adjustments by Pitino to
twice rally from double-digit
deficits. Louisville shot just
35 percent, but had a 19-6
advantage on the offensive
glass to keep Kentucky from
running away.

“ey offensive re-
bounded against us better
than any team we played this
year,” Kentucky coach John
Calipari said. “ey never
stopped playing. ey got up
into our bodies, created
turnovers and gave them-
selves a chance to win.’”

Even with all that hard
work and one of college bas-
ketball’s best in-game
coaches pulling the strings,
Louisville couldn’t keep up
with the speedy Wildcats for
the entire 40 minutes. Top-
seeded Kentucky (37-2) shot
57 percent to reach Monday
night’s championship game
against No. 2 seed Kansas.

e fourth-seeded Cardi-
nals managed to slow down
Kentucky’s Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist, who spent the
game in foul trouble and fin-
ished with nine points. Davis,
however, did pretty much
whatever he wanted, getting
18 points, 14 rebounds and
five blocks.

Peyton Siva had 11 points

and Chane Behanan added
10. Gorgui Dieng had 12 re-
bounds and four blocked
shots for Louisville.

“When everybody really
counted us out, we really dug
through and I’m proud of
this team,” Siva said. “Every-
body really stuck together.
Nobody ever gave up. We
could have easily gave up
and lost by 30, but everybody
decided to battle through.”

Pitino pulled off one of his
best coaching jobs this sea-
son, taking a program with
no true stars into the Final
Four for the first time since
2005. e Cardinals were rid-
dled with injuries and
limped to the finish of the
regular season, yet managed
to turn it on at the right time.

With the 59-year-old
Pitino calling the shots,
Louisville reeled off four
wins in four days at the Big
East tournament and played
seemingly a different style in
each of its first four NCAA
tournament games.

Even for a coach who led
spunky Providence to the
1987 Final Four, this was im-
pressive.

Pitino needed all his skills
against Kentucky, the school
he coached to the 1996 na-
tional championship.

Playing with six, maybe
more, future NBA players,
the Wildcats were the over-
whelming favorite to not just

beat Louisville, but to win the
national title.

It didn’t help that the Car-
dinals seemed overwhelmed
by the take-the-rivalry-to-a-
new-level atmosphere of the
Final Four.

Out of sorts at the start,
Louisville fumbled away
passes, put up shots that did-
n’t come close to hitting the
rim, let Kentucky seemingly
do whatever it wanted on of-
fense.

Siva, Louisville’s catalyst
all season, was shaky early,
throwing passes off team-
mates’ legs and missing both
his shots before sitting the
final 7 minutes of the first
half after picking up two
fouls.

Dieng was off, too, playing
timidly instead of with his
usual aggressiveness. He
missed a two-handed dunk
on an open drive down the
lane and seemed unpre-
pared whenever the ball
came to him.

e rest of the team wasn’t
much better, struggling to
stop Kentucky on defense or
to get anything to fall from
anywhere.

“Just jitters,” Siva said.
Yet, with all those strug-

gles, the Cardinals kept find-
ing a way to keep it close.

Down 10 in the first half,
they chipped it to three late.
eir deficit up to 13 early in
the second half, they tied it

49-all on Siva’s 3-pointer with
9 minutes left.

Pitino was a big part of it,
using on-the-fly adjustments
and in-huddle encourage-
ment to help the Cardinals
keep up with what is gener-
ally considered the most tal-
ented team in college
basketball.

When Dieng struggled
early, his coach sat knee-to-
knee with him in what ap-
peared to be a
keep-your-head-up moment
in the first half. He took a
similar tactic with Siva and
both played better in the sec-
ond half, making key plays to
get the Cardinals back in it.

When Kentucky made a
run in the second half, Pitino
called for the Cardinals to ex-
tend their pressure, creating
turnovers that allowed them
to fight back. He also had
them switching defenses on
nearly every trip — man one
possession, zone another —
to keep the Wildcats off bal-
ance.

“It was a great game plan
to throw us off, just mixing it
up, playing man and zone,”
Kentucky’s Terrence Jones
said. “We didn’t know what
they were doing because
they kept switching it on us.”

Louisville just ran out of
steam and scheme.

Kentucky stretched the
lead in the closing minutes
and Davis finished it off with
an emphatic dunk, sending
the Cardinals back to the
Bluegrass state two wins
short of their goal.

“When I compared them a
few weeks ago to the ‘87
Providence team, it was in
terms of effort and attitude,”
Pitino said of his Cardinals.
“ey made me really, really
proud. ey battled a great
team tonight. We just needed
a lot of things to go right
down the stretch.”
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By EDDIE PELLS

AP National Writer

NEW ORLEANS  — Same
story, new night for Kansas.
The team that's been teeter-
ing on the edge of the tour-
nament since before it even
began is now one of the last
two left.

Tyshawn Taylor made
two big free throws late, and
Thomas Robinson finished
with 19 points and eight re-
bounds Saturday night to lift
the Jayhawks to a come-
from-behind 64-62 win over
Ohio State in the Final Four
— a game Kansas led for a
grand total of 3 minutes, 48
seconds.

After scoring the first
bucket, Kansas didn't lead
again until Travis Releford
made two free throws with
2:48 left. That lasted for 11
seconds, but the Jayhawks
(32-6), who trailed by as
many as 13, overcame an-
other deficit and finally held
on against the Buckeyes (31-
8).

Taylor's two free throws
with 8.3 seconds left gave
Kansas a 64-61 lead, match-
ing its biggest of the game.
The Jayhawks intentionally
fouled Aaron Craft with 2.9
seconds left. Craft made the
first, then quickly clanked
the second one off the front
of the rim but was called for
a lane violation.

Kansas dribbled out the
clock and celebrated a win
that played out sort of the
way the whole season has in
Lawrence.

"It was two different
games," Kansas coach Bill
Self said. "They dominated
us the first half. We were
playing in quicksand it
looked like. And the light
came on. We were able to
play through our bigs; we
were able to get out and run,
but the biggest thing is we
got stops."

Early in the year, Self
wondered if this team was
even tournament material.
The Jayhawks trailed most of
the night against Purdue in
the second round and were
no better than North Car-
olina until pulling away late
in the regional final.

One win. Then another.
This latest one came on the
biggest stage — in the Su-
perdome. Next, a meeting
Monday with Kentucky and
a chance to bring the second
title in five years back to
Allen Fieldhouse.

The game will be a coach-
ing rematch between Self
and John Calipari, who was
coaching Memphis in 2008
when the Tigers missed four
free throws down the stretch
and blew a nine-point lead
in an overtime loss to Mario
Chalmers and the Jayhawks.

"It would be a great
honor" to win, said Kansas
senior Conner Teahan, who
could become the first Jay-
hawk to win two rings. "First
we have to make it happen.
Honestly, it's not something
I've focused on."

This was a heartbreaker
for the Buckeyes, who came
in as co-Big Ten champions
and a slight favorite in a
game — a rematch of a 78-
67 Kansas win back in De-
cember when Ohio State's
star, Jared Sullinger, was not

available.
Sullinger was there a-

plenty Saturday night, but
he struggled. He finished
with 11 points on 5-for-19
shooting, no fewer than
three of them blocked by Jeff
Withey, the Kansas center
who finished with seven
swats. Sullinger also had 11
rebounds and a steal, but
the sophomore who gave up
NBA lottery money to return
and win a championship
will go without for at least
another year.

When the buzzer
sounded, he plopped at
midcourt, clearly pooped —
and maybe wondering how
his team let this game slip
away.

"They're a great team,"
Craft said. "They're going to
make a run, and they did.
And we weren't able to
weather it like we have be-
fore."

Ohio State-Kansas was
billed as "The Other Game"
of this Final Four — garner-
ing much less ink than the
Kentucky-Louisville blood
feud that preceded it — and
started off looking like every
bit the undercard.

The Buckeyes built an
early 13-point lead on the
strength of the shooting of
William Buford, who came
out of a 13-for-44 tourna-
ment slump to lead the
Buckeyes with 19 points on
6 for 10 from the floor.
Kansas trailed 34-25 at the
half and only a steal and
layup before the buzzer pre-
vented the Jayhawks from a
season-low.

"They wore us out the first
half. But it's a 40-minute
game," Self said. "There's no
13-point plays. You have to
grind it and get one stop at a
time"

Things changed when
Ohio State came out and
promptly missed its first 10
shots from the field, while
Deshaun Thomas — the
Ohio State big man in
charge of shutting down
Robinson — headed to the
bench with his third foul.

That opened everything
up for KU: A couple easy
layups for Robinson and a
kick-out to Elijah Johnson
for a 3-pointer were part of a
13-4 run to open the half. It
tied the game at 38 and set
up for a nip-and-tuck finish
between these No. 2 seeds,
each of which took at least a
share of their conference
regular-season title and
were in the hunt for top
seeding all the way up to Se-
lection Sunday.

Kansas rallies
to defeat
Ohio State

BOX SCORE

KANSAS 64, OHIO STATE 62
OHIO ST. (31-8)
Sullinger 5-19 3-4 13, Thomas 3-14 2-2
9, Craft 4-11 1-1 11, Smith, Jr. 2-5 4-4
10, Buford 6-10 4-4 19, Thompson 0-0
0-0 0, Williams 0-0 0-0 0, Ravenel 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 20-59 14-15 62.
KANSAS (32-6)
Robinson 8-18 3-6 19, Releford 5-7 4-4
15, Withey 2-4 0-0 4, Taylor 3-11 4-4 10,
Johnson 6-9 0-0 13, Teahan 1-5 0-0 3,
Young 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 25-56 11-14 64.
Halftime—Ohio St. 34-25. 3-Point
Goals—Ohio St. 8-22 (Buford 3-5, Craft
2-3, Smith, Jr. 2-5, Thomas 1-7, Sullinger
0-2), Kansas 3-11 (Releford 1-1, John-
son 1-3, Teahan 1-4, Taylor 0-3). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Ohio St. 30
(Sullinger 11), Kansas 42 (Johnson 10).
Assists—Ohio St. 11 (Craft 3), Kansas 14
(Taylor 9). Total Fouls—Ohio St. 17,
Kansas 15. A—73,361.
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Louisville’s Peyton Siva (3) shoots over Kentucky’s Anthony Davis during the first half Saturday. Siva had 11 points and three assists in kentucky’s
69-61 win, but went just 4 of 11 from the floor.

Cardinals had their chances
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Louisville’s Wayne Blackshear (25) slams home a putback in the
second half. It was one of 19 offensive rebounds the Cardinals had, which
helped keep them in the game. 


