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KY Circuit Court Clerks
recognize National
Donate Life Month

The Circuit Court Clerks throughout Ken-
tucky and their Trust For Life celebrate Na-
tional Donate Life Month this April. The
month long celebration honors the generosity
of organ, eye and tissue donors and their fam-
ilies, and commemorates all transplant recip-
ients in the United States.

While 2011 marked the achievement of 1
million registered donors in Kentucky, and
100 million in America, the need for organ,

eye and tissue transplants is steadily increas-
ing. Adding more donors to Kentucky’s Organ
Donor Registry is critical. It is important that
Kentuckians realize that it’s not enough to
sign the back of their license. It is essential
that everyone join the Kentucky Organ Donor
Registry to state their wishes to save lives.

Every Kentuckian can do this by saying yes
when renewing their license at their Circuit
Clerks’ Office or joining online at any time.

As Circuit Court Clerk, it is one of my
greatest honors to spread the life-saving mes-
sage of organ donation every day. Our office
asks every person getting a license or ID if
they would like to add their name to the Reg-

istry and donate $1 to educate Kentucky
about this crucial need. Since the Registry
began in 2007, 17,905 Clark County residents
have joined here in my office.

With more than 800 of our fellow Kentuck-
ians and their families waiting for an organ
transplant, we can give hope simply by regis-
tering.

To register as donor or for more informa-
tion please visit www.trustforlife.org or call
the Kentucky Circuit Court Clerks’ Trust For
Life toll-free 1-866-945-5433.

Paul Joslin
Clark Circuit Court Clerk

It’s over — it’s been over
The race for the Republican presiden-

tial nomination has been over for
some time, and now Rick Santorum

has finally admitted it — and let it be over.
At last. He’s run a strong
race, and is to be con-
gratulated on it. He just
ran too long.

Now this losing candi-
date can make his gala
appearance at the GOP’s
national convention, and
maybe quite a few after-
ward.Newt Gingrich can
deliver another
stemwinder of a speech
in Tampa that will excite
the excitable to no great effect on anyone
else.And last and odd man out, Ron Paul can
remain Ron Paul — unchanged and un-
changeable since circa 1896. More a museum
piece than a presidential candidate. He can
be put on exhibit at Tampa, too.

The good news is that now the real race
can begin. The one to be decided in Novem-
ber.The prelims were formally concluded
Tuesday with Mr. Santorum’s announcement
that he was “suspending” his campaign —
that is, giving it a decent, prepaid interment.
And everybody can move on to the main
event.The country has waited for this mo-
ment too long already. Let’s get this show, the
Big Show, on the road. And try to remember
it’s supposed to be fun, not just another en-
durance contest. And it will be. Even if that
may take some grim-faced determination.
Fun is too valuable, too essential, an ingredi-
ent of an American political campaign to let
it be lost.Great losers can be fun, too.

One thinks of Adlai Stevenson, who didn’t
take the precaution of hiding his wit while
delivering some of the most eloquent cam-
paign addresses in recent American history,
maybe the most eloquent. The country, it

turned out, liked Ike, but Adlai earned its re-
spect. In part because, like Abe Lincoln, he
knew how to tell a joke.We are a fun-loving
people, and if we ever stop being one, we’ll
stop being American. That’s something else
Europeans don’t appreciate about America,
which is another good reason to cultivate it.

Just when this year’s Republican presiden-
tial race was concluded may be a subject of
some debate and any number of post-
mortems among political junkies. My nomina-
tion would be the moment Mitt Romney
swept the Illinois primary in March instead of
just eking out another close win the way he
did in Michigan and Ohio.

You might have your own nomination for
the tipping point. Not that most Americans,
being much too sane to follow these matters
in tiresome detail, may much care about just
when this intramural contest was decided.
We’re a people who tend to look ahead to the
future, not back to the past — as instructive
as that perspective might be.

Mitt Romney hasn’t so much won the nomi-
nation as just hung around long enough to get
it. His victory has been as undramatic as his
campaign, which may be his big problem.
Since it became clear he would win the run-
up to the fall, he does seem to have developed
a new ease, a new ability to counter-punch,
and the man who always looked like a presi-
dent has begun to talk more like one. But
only a little more.

It’s not that he needs more calculation.
He’s got more than enough of that. He needs
less scripting, not more.Mr. Romney’s undra-
matic victory, or rather inevitable emergence,
is both his strength and weakness as a presi-
dential candidate. Surely, no one can believe
that anyone so devoid of flair could be a dan-
ger to the Republic, for he appears abnor-
mally normal, but where is that indefinable
quality Americans look for in a president?

Every great president may have his own

unique version of that quality. It eludes defi-
nition, but you know it when you sense it —
whether in an FDR or even a Theodore Roo-
sevelt, a Truman or an Eisenhower, a
Kennedy or a Reagan. You don’t have to be a
fan of any of those presidents to recognize
that they had something Americans wanted
— and needed — in a leader in their time,
and still do.

Mitt Romney has got a lot of thinking to do,
even praying, before Americans really begin
paying attention to him or the final laps in
this race. God help him — and anybody else
who’s a serious candidate for president of the
United States. It takes some moxie to volun-
teer for the job, and a lot more.

If there’s a single word for the hard-to-pin-
down quality that Americans look for in a
president, it is a capacity for greatness. As
distinguished from all the press releases,
nominating speeches and general blather ex-
tolling a candidate’s supposed greatness.It is
a rare quality, the promise of greatness, and
there are some who despair of any candi-
date’s showing it in our time. Our great presi-
dents, like our best days, we may be tempted
to believe, are behind us.

It’s a temptation that never tempted me.
After every great president is gone, there are
those who say there will never be another —
another Washington, another Lincoln, an-
other Franklin Roosevelt or Ronald Reagan ...
and there haven’t been.Instead, the next
great president will be his own unique man
— or woman. And there will be such a presi-
dent. For, as Bismarck said, God looks after
fools, drunkards and the United States of
America.

Have faith.

Paul Greenberg is the Pulitzer prize-win-
ning editorial page editor of the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette. His email address is
pgreenberg@arkansasonline.com.

Paul Greenberg

Misreading the Hispanic voter
CHICAGO — Will Latinos actually

have an impact on the 2012 elec-
tions? And will the Republican

Party’s hard line on illegal immigration drive
Latino voters into the waiting arms of the in-
cumbent deporter in chief? I’m beyond tired
of seeing these questions all over the news.
They’re the wrong questions. Let’s first start
with the very concept of the “Latino vote.”

Last week the Pew Hispanic Center re-
leased its report “When Labels Don’t Fit: His-
panics and Their Views of Identity” and noted
that of the 1,220 Latino adults surveyed who
even care about the labels “Hispanic” or
“Latino,” the term “Hispanic” is favored by
more than a 2-1 margin. I was thrilled.
“Latino” bugs me to no end. It’s like nails on

a chalkboard to me, especially when I’ve been
asked where I’m from and the answer
“Chicago” doesn’t stop the questioner from
insisting on guessing my ethnicity.

Since the majority of those of
Hispanic/Latino origin who can live with a
single ethnic label to describe a diverse
group of people hailing from any of 20 Latin
American countries prefer “Hispanic,” can we
also please start referring to them as “His-
panic voters”? And the emphasis is on “vot-
ers” because there is no such thing as a
monolithic “Hispanic vote.”

This November’s elections will be decided
on issues — and not the ones usually associ-
ated with Hispanics. For at least two years,
Hispanics have repeatedly said the economy

— not immigration — is their top concern
going into the 2012 presidential elections. A
late December 2011 Pew Hispanic Center
analysis ranked education as the No. 2 most
important issue behind jobs among registered
Hispanic voters. Health care, taxes and the
federal budget rounded out the top five.

Enough with trying to predict what the reg-
istered-to-vote portion of one group ... will do
come Nov. 6.The only question that really
matters is: Which candidate will convince the
35 percent of the general population who call
themselves “moderate” that he can fix the
economy

Esther Cepeda’s email address is estherj-
cepeda@washpost.com.

The facts
vs.

Mitt Romney
WASHINGTON — Mitt Romney is

developing a Mirlande Wilson
problem. Wilson, for those not

acquainted with the name, is the Mary-
land woman who claimed to have a win-
ning lottery ticket
worth $218 million.
She had agreed to
buy lottery tickets
with money pooled
from her co-workers
at McDonald’s, but
then she claimed
that the winning
ticket was one she
bought separately. As
the New York Daily
News has docu-
mented, she has since claimed she’s not
sure she won, she hasn’t checked the
ticket, the ticket is at her home, the
ticket is hidden at McDonald’s, the ticket
is secreted away somewhere else, and
now she can’t find it.

On Wednesday, she called a news con-
ference, only for her lawyer to tell re-
porters to “go home.”

This was developing on the same day I
watched Romney, the presumptive Repub-
lican presidential nominee, give a speech
in Washington. Like Wilson and her
golden ticket, Romney was having some
trouble getting out the facts.

“Good morning,” he began, though it
was already afternoon. The accuracy of
his statements went downhill from there.

He blamed President Obama for the
“weakest economic recovery since the
Great Depression.” He said he would save
“about $100 billion a year” eliminating
Obamacare. He accused the president of
“taking a series of steps that end
Medicare as we know it.” And he claimed
Obama had created an “unaccountable
panel, with the power to prevent
Medicare from providing certain treat-
ments.” Incorrect, wrong, false and ficti-
tious. And that was just a sample from
one Romney speech on one day.

Fortunately, fact-checkers in the press,
such as The Washington Post’s Glenn
Kessler and the Tampa Bay Times’ Politi-
Fact, have been diligently pointing out
Romney’s whoppers. Unfortunately, this
has had little, if any, effect on his prodi-
gious output.

That candidates don’t tell the truth is
hardly news. Voters already know there
are lies, damn lies and politics.

And certainly, Romney has abundant
company in his mendacity. Just last week,
Obama dared the Supreme Court to over-
turn his health care reforms, saying it
“would be an unprecedented, extraordi-
nary step of overturning a law that was
passed by a strong majority of a democrat-
ically-elected Congress.” In fact, the law
passed by the barest of margins — and,
as a former constitutional law instructor
such as Obama surely knows, the
Supreme Court routinely strikes down
laws passed by Congress. But the fact that
the fibs are routine doesn’t make them
less insidious.

Romney’s fast-and-loose routine with
the facts — deployed equally against his
Republican rivals and Obama — is partic-
ularly disappointing because it is unnec-
essary.

He has a powerful case to make against
Obama without the embellishment: The
economic recovery is maddeningly slow
without him claiming that it’s the weakest
since the Great Depression (the 1980 and
2001 recoveries were slower), or alleging
that “an article in The Wall Street Jour-
nal” reported that “this has been the
slowest economic recovery including that
of the Great Depression” (the article, an
op-ed, said the recovery is slower than
“most”).

PolitiFact has awarded Romney its
“Pants on Fire” or “False” ratings for 32
claims. Wednesday’s speech alone had
more than a dozen distortions, including
allegations that: Obama “has failed to
even pass a budget” (Congress passes
budget resolutions, which the president
doesn’t sign); Obama created a panel em-
powered to deny treatments under
Medicare (the board can only make rec-
ommendations, and only if Congress fails
to find Medicare cuts), Obama “has added
regulations at a staggering rate”

No fewer than three Romney claims in
that one speech merited PolitiFact’s
“Pants on Fire” rating.

That Romney resorts to such gratuitous
falsehoods discredits his leadership more
than his opponent’s.

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com.

Dana Milbank


