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 Make The Lancaster Agency Your  “HOUSE   SOLD”  Name!

 270-692-6748  OR 
 1-888-692-7655

 121 East Main St. • Lebanon, KY 40033

 Equal
 Housing

 Opportunity

 www.thelancasteragency.com

 888 FROMAN LANE 
 Bedrooms: 4 / Baths 3
 Basement: Finished Walk-Out
 Garage: Attached 1 Car & Detached 31ʼ x 27ʼ
 Land: 17.682 Acres +/-
 Sq. Feet: Finished Upper Levels: 1746 +/-, 
 Finished Walk-Out Basement: 794 +/-
 School Dist.: Washington County
 Price: $269,500
 Irvin Abell: (270) 402-3575

 108 COVINGTON AVENUE
 Bedrooms: 3 / Baths: 1
 Basement: Storage Cellar
 Land: 47ʼ x 85ʼ (.0917 Acre)
 Sq. Feet: 1222 +/-
 School Dist.: Washington County
 Price: $64,900
 Charles Lancaster, Jr.: (270) 692-7270

 Newly 

 Remodeled...

 Ready To 

 Move In

 & Enjoy!

 14.76 ACRES ON DURR LANE - WILLISBURG
 This is some prime land offering a great place to get away from it all…Itʼs like you are 
 in the middle of nowhere – But conveniently located just 3  miles from the Bluegrass 
 Parkway Exit 48!  There is approximately 3 acres of cleared land in the front & the rest 
 is woodland with a small pond and creek teeming with wildlife…The perfect place to 
 rest, relax and just enjoy nature!  Call  TOM BRAHM  at (270) 402-7191 if you are ready 
 to get away from it all.

 PRICE REDUCED  $5,000 
 TO ONLY $64,900!

Gardening tips with spring 
right around the corner

We sure had a horrible 
weather week last week, 
yet I feel very fortunate 
that the tri-county area 
was spared for the most 
part. Sure a few shingles 
and a few hail dings 
occurred, but compared 
to the utter devastation 
in Indiana and portions 
of Kentucky, not to men-
tion the loss of life, is just 
mind-numbing!

I do want to give credit 
to all of the media outlets 
and weather personnel, 
because we were all surely 
aware of the danger. I love 
to watch a good storm, but 
these were not the kind to 
watch, so I hunkered down 
in a closet with my wife 
and kids until the storm 
blew over.

We don’t have a base-
ment, and live on what I 
would call the windiest 
place in Kentucky, jok-
ingly, of course. But it 
has made me think that 
maybe we will build a 
root cellar/storm bunker 
when we build on in a 
few years. I love the idea 
of having a full-sized 
walk-in root cellar, but 
it would be nice to have 
a secure place to ride out 
some of these storms as 
well.

I do have a beef with 
the Louisville television 
media that I wanted to 
discuss. Sure, media out-
lets have their areas 
they cover, but would it 
hurt to cover more of the 
state they are actually 
located in? I have satel-
lite instead of cable, and 
can only get Louisville or 
Lexington (not both).

I picked Louisville 
since, for the most part, 
our weather is closer to 
theirs, meaning by the 
time it reaches Lexington, 
we have already had 
whatever has occurred. I 
am not sure that was a 
good choice.

The folks that had 
Lexington news found 
out about the storms that 
were occurring all over 
Kentucky, not just a very-
limited 20-county area 
and they even zoomed in 
right over our area.

Also, West Liberty 
Ky., was devastated by a 
tornado and had a lot of 
casualties, and Louisville 
news has barely covered 
it at all? I want to know 
about what is happening 
in my state, and surely 

Louisville news could do 
more, if not I may switch to 
Lexington since it appears 
they care about the state 
of Kentucky, and not just 
their limited area of cov-
erage.

If you haven’t heard 
about West Liberty, go 
online or chat with some-
one at your extension office. 
The town was destroyed, 
as was the extension office 
there, and the county is 
getting assistance, but 
more can be done!

Finally, I will dis-
cuss what I am sup-
posed to in these articles, 
GARDENING! If you 
haven’t taken the straw off 
of your strawberry patch, 
go ahead and do that soon. 

I actually never got 
around to covering mine 
this year, and luckily we 
had an extra mild win-
ter, so there weren’t any 
problems. I wouldn’t rec-
ommend that anyone take 
that chance, as you could 
lose plants as I would have 

if the winter had been 
typical. 

I had discussed this 
on Facebook last week, 
but if you have an aspar-
agus bed, right now is a 
real good time before the 
asparagus begins to grow 
to spray glyphosate, which 
is the active ingredient in 
Roundup, over the bed to 
kill any weeds that may 
have established them-
selves. 

We had a very warm, wet 
fall and mild winter, and 
my bed had a thick cover 
of henbit, chickweed, and 
even thistles! After about 
a week, now the weeds are 
starting to yellow up a 
bit.

It takes longer for her-
bicides to work in cooler 
weather, so don’t be dis-
couraged if it takes a bit 
longer for the weeds to 
die. Also, now is a good 
time to apply a thick layer 
of mulch on the asparagus 
bed.

It will help control 

the weeds, conserve mois-
ture this summer and the 
asparagus will grow up 
through it just fine.

The Wheelbarrow Class 
on growing pears for this 
Thursday evening at 6 p.m. 
is full for those that want-
ed to get the trees with the 
class, but anyone can come 
just for the information 
for free. 

Just give me a call at 
859-336-7741 to let me 
know you would like to 
attend. Happy gardening!

Orchard grass hay stands are on the decline

During the last 15 years 
farmers across the eastern 
U.S. have reported reduced 
survival of orchard grass 
hay stands. Recent surveys 
and discussions with coun-
ty agents and forage spe-
cialists suggest that close 
mowing heights using disc 
mowers may be a major 
factor causing orchard 
grass stand decline.

We designed an experi-
ment in the spring of 2011 
to determine the effect of 
mowing height and fertil-
izer rate on orchard grass 
yield and persistence.

A well-managed 
orchard grass hay field 
was subdivided into 5’ x 20’ 
plots with three cutting 
heights (1/2”, 2”, 4”) and 

two fertility treatments in 
all combinations. The fer-
tility treatments consist-
ed of nitrogen (60 lbs/A) 
and potassium (100 lbs/A) 
applied after the first, sec-
ond and fourth cuttings.

Preliminary results 
showed a cutting-height 
effect and a fertility effect 
even after the first two 
harvests.

Orchard grass stand 
persistence declined to less 
than 25 percent ground 
cover in all 1/2” cutting-
height treatments for both 
the control and fertility 
treatments. At the 2” cut-
ting height, the fertility 
treatment provided high-
er yield and stand persis-
tence over the control, and 
similar stand persistence 
to the 4” cutting height. 
Not surprising, the 4” cut-
ting height with fertil-
izer produced the highest 
yields, but the 4” cutting 
height without fertilizer 
maintained an acceptable 
stand density.

In summary, these 

results suggest that 
low-cutting heights 
prevalent with disc mow-
ers may be a primary 
reason for observed 
declines in orchard grass 
stands. (SOURCE: S. Ray 
Smith and Leah Saylor, 
Professor, University 
of Kentucky, and Senior 
Research Student, Asbury 
University, respectively 
IN AFGC Proceedings and 
Abstracts, Louisville, Ky., 
January 2012) 

Kentucky Grazing 
Schools focus on 
improving pasture 
management

Grazing is the most cost 
effective way for produc-
ers to feed their ruminant 
animals. The University 
of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture will host the 
Kentucky Grazing School 
at two different times and 
locations this year to help 
producers better manage 
their grazing systems.

The first grazing 
school will be April 10-11 
at the UK Research and 

Education Center in 
Princeton. The second 
school is scheduled for 
Sept. 11-12 at the Woodford 
County extension office in 
Versailles.

For both sessions, days 
one and two begin at 7:30 
a.m. and end at 5:30 p.m., 
local time.

The grazing schools are 
open to anyone. Past par-
ticipants have included 
everyone from new farm-
ers to those with years of 
grazing experience, and 
all have received new 
information and practi-
cal skills to implement in 
their operations.

Agendas for both pro-
grams cover regional-spe-
cific grazing information. 
Participants will visit 
field sites, participate in 
field exercises and tour 
demonstration plots.

Hands-on activities 
include assessing pas-
ture yield and designing 
and building a paddock 
and watering system. UK 

College of Agriculture 
specialists in forages, beef 
cattle, dairy cattle and 
veterinary science will 
present a variety of top-
ics ranging from grazing 
math concepts to imple-
menting a grazing system.

A grazing land specialist 
from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service will discuss avail-
able cost-share programs, 
and a representative from 
a fencing company will 
share fence-building tips.

Local producers will 
share their experience and 
management practices 
using rotational grazing. 

In one of the unique 
features of the program, 
participants design a graz-
ing system based on their 
property. They should 
bring a printed aerial 
map of their farm to the 
school. Maps are available 
through the local Farm 
Service Agency or online 
through Google Maps.

Preregistration is nec-
essary as both schools are 
limited to the first 45 reg-
istrants. Applications are 
available online at the UK 
Grazing website at http://
www2.ca.uky.edu/grazer, 
or through the local office 
of the UK Cooperative 
Extension Service.

Registration fee 
includes all materials, 
grazing manual, breaks 
and lunch for both days. 
Make checks payable to 
the Kentucky Forage and 
Grassland Council and 
mail with the registration 
application to Lyndsay 
Jones, 804 W. P. Garrigus 
Building, University of 
Kentucky, Lexington, KY 
40546-0215.

Co-sponsors include 
the Master Grazer 
Educational Program, 
Kentucky Agricultural 
Development Fund, UK 
College of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and 
the Kentucky Forage and 
Grassland Council. 
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