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 LEE CONSIGNMENT 
 AUCTION

 Will accept items starting
 Now through March 8

 FRI., MARCH 9
 10 A.M.

 3020 Hwy. 208
 Lebanon, KY

 Farm Equipment plus more
 (No tires please)

 Call (270) 692-0220
 Richie Lee, Scott Lee or Robert E. Lee
 Auctioneer Cal Kaufman, License #440000363

You manage the Farm
We manage the Risk

Your Local Agent
Keene Clements

2614 Loretto Rd. Bardstown, KY
502-349-2505

WC softball welcomes new coach, prepares for early challenges

Brandon Mattingly
Sun Sports Writer

The Commanderette 
softball team has a new 

head coach this season, 
with Holly Medley taking 
over for Leonard Abell, 
who was at the helm for 
one season.

Medley was not involved 

with the program last sea-
son, and said the biggest 
challenge heading into her 
first year as head coach 
has been trying to figure 
out what each player is 
capable of.

“I’m just trying to get 
to know the players and 
what their abilities are, 
and trying to figure out 
how we’ll function as a 
team, so we we can utilize 
each player’s strength,” 
she said.

Washington County 
graduated five seniors 
last season, and with 
Shay Yocum as the lone 
senior this year, Medley 
will have a young team 
to develop. However, youth 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
inexperience, as Medley 
pointed out.

“I know (pitcher) 
Hannah Coulter has had 
a lot of varsity experience, 
but as a sophomore she’s 
going to be a pretty big 
contributor for us, as well 
as (sophomore shortstop) 
Olivia Goatley, who has 
also spent a lot of time 
with the varsity.”

Medley said a player 
that she’s been impressed 
with, that has taken on 
a position change from 
last season, is sophomore 
Madelyn Abell.

“Maddie Abell was at 
second base, but she said 
that she’s been interested 
in playing in the outfield, 
and she has thoroughly 
impressed me with her 
outfield skills,” Medley 
said.

Yocum, who’s listed at 
second base/shortstop, said 

being the only senior on 
the team means she has to 
take on leadership respon-
sibilities, and it starts 
with work ethic.

“I’ve got to work extra 
hard and make sure we 
all play together,” Yocum 
said. “I’ve got no choice but 
to try to be a leader on the 
team.”

The Commanderettes 
lost to Nelson County in 
last year’s district champi-
onship, and fell to Central 
Hardin in the first round 
of the Fifth Region tour-
nament. Junior first base-
man Samantha Mudd said 
the team’s objective is to 
just keep improving from 
there.

“We didn’t do bad last 
year, but we always want 
to do better,” she said. 
“This year’s team will 
pretty much be the same 
team next year, so looking 
ahead, we just want to get 
better and better.”

To overtake Nelson 
County for the district 
crown, junior second base-
man LeeAnn Abell said 
they’ll have to stay focused 
and help usher in the new 
players quickly.

“We need better focus 
this year,” she said. “We’ve 
got some new players com-
ing in, and we lost some big 
hitters in the outfield.”

The Commanderettes 
scrimmage West 

Jessamine on the road on 
Thursday, before travel-
ing to Mercer County on 
Friday, March 16 for their 
regular season opener. 
The next day they’ll head 
to Bethlehem to kick-off 
the Fifth Region All “A” 
Tournament.

Medley said scheduling 
the All “A” first round that 
early in the season wasn’t 
ideal, but Bethlehem will 
be facing the same chal-
lenges as Washington 
County.

“I was really timid to 
schedule it that early, espe-
cially since it’ll count as a 
district placement, as well 
as a Class A Tournament 
game,” she said, “but we’re 
going to do our best (to 
prepare) and Bethlehem is 
in the same spot we are, 
because they have a new 
coach this year as well.”

After just a few weeks 
with her team, Medley 
said she already loves her 
team’s attitude, and is con-
fident they’ll be able to 
compete right away.

“This whole team is 
so positive and motivat-
ing that it just kind of 
helps bring us together 
as a team,” she said. “If 
our girls can focus and get 
complete use out of their 
talents, I think we have 
a pretty good chance to, 
at the very least, compete 
with the other teams in 
the region.”

LeeAnn Abell flips the ball to first base during fielding drills at last Thursday’s practice.
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a big part of the pitching 
game for the Commanders 
this season.

Schuler’s team doesn’t 
return everyone from last 
year’s team however, and 
he said replacing catcher 
Seth Mattingly, center 
fielder Ben Simms and 
Travis Smith -- a top-three 
pitcher on the team last 
year -- won’t be easy.

Schuler said senior 
Markus Reardon has a 
good chance to take over 
in center field, and that 
his speed could prove to 
be a major asset for the 
Commanders this season. 
He added that junior Will 
Begley is in line to see an 
expanded role this season, 

as well as junior Thomas 
Spalding, who will be play-
ing multiple positions for 
the Commanders depend-
ing on who the pitcher is 
on a given day.

With such a veteran 
squad, a defense of the dis-
trict title appears within 
reach, but Schuler said 
he’s warned his players 
that it’s hard to stay on 
top.

“I told our guys it’s easy 
to get there, but it’s kind 
of tough to stay there,” 
he said. “So we’ve got to 
make sure we’re mentally 
as hungry as we used to be, 
but we should have a little 
bit better pitching (this 
year), and I think that will 
help us a whole lot.”

Coulter -- who led the 
team with 58 hits last 
season -- echoed what his 
coach is trying to instill 
in his team heading into 
the season.

“We got there last year 
by working hard, and we’ve 
got to the same this year,” 
he said. “Every day, just 
come out, and practice and 
work hard.”

The Commanders have 
two scrimmages before 
the regular season begins, 
traveling to Fern Creek on 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., and 
hosting Spencer County on 
Monday at 5:30 p.m. They’ll 
open the regular season at 
home on Thursday, March 
15, when Lincoln County 
visits.
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Washington County High School Softball
2011-12 Varsity/JV Schedule

 DATE  TIME  OPPONENT  LOCATION CLASS 

3/08  6:00  W Jessamine  Away         Scrimmage 
3/16  5:30  Mercer Co  Away  JV/V 
3/17  noon  Bethlehem (Class “A”)* Away  JV/V 
3/19  5:30  Marion Co  Home  JV/V 
3/20  5:30  Bardstown*  Home  JV/V 
3/23  5:30  Nelson Co*  Away  JV/V 
3/24  TBA  PRP Inv Tourn  Away  V 
3/26  6:00  Adair Co  Home  JV/V 
3/27  5:30  Lincoln Co  Away  JV/V 
3/29  5:30  Danville  Home  JV/V 
3/30  6:00  Casey Co  Away  JV/V 
4/09  6:00  West Jessamine  Home  JV/V 
4/10  5:30  Nelson Co*  Home  JV/V 
4/16  5:30  Bethlehem*  Home  JV/V 
4/19  6:00  Taylor Co  Away  JV/V 
4/20  5:30  John Hardin  Home  JV/V 
4/23  5:30  Marion Co  Away  JV/V 
4/26  5:30  Lincoln Co  Home  JV/V 
4/27  5:30  Bardstown*  Away  JV/V 
4/30  5:30  Burgin   Home  JV/V 
5/01  6:00  Hart Co   Away  JV/V 
5/04  5:30  Burgin   Away  V 
5/09  6:00  Hart Co   Home  JV/V 
5/10  6:00  Adair Co  Away  JV/V 
5/11  5:30  Danville  Away  JV/V 
5/14  6:00  Casey Co  Home  JV/V 
5/15  6:00  Taylor Co  Home  JV/V 
5/18  5:30  John Hardin  Away  JV/V

* District opponent
Head coach: Holly Medley

Washington County High School Baseball
2011-12 Varsity/JV Schedule

 DATE  TIME  OPPONENT  LOCATION CLASS 

  3/07  5:30  Fern Creek (Exh.) Away          Scrimmage

  3/12  5:30  Spencer County (Exh.) Home          Scrimmage 

  3/15  5:30  Lincoln County  Home  JV/V  
  3/17  noon  Collins   Home  JV/V  
  3/19  5:30  Marion County   Away  JV/V

  3/20  5:30  Taylor County  Away  JV/V

  3/22  5:30  Bethlehem*  Home  JV/V 

  3/24  noon  Fern Creek  Home  JV/V 

  3/26  5:30  Woodford County Away  JV/V 

  3/27  5:30  Bethlehem (Class “A”)* Away  JV/V 

  3/29  5:30  Anderson County Away  JV/V 

  3/30  5:30  Bardstown*  Home  JV/V 

  3/31-4/7 TBA  FL Beach Bash  Away  V  

  4/10  5:30  Marion County  Home  JV/V 

  4/11  5:30  Lincoln County  Away  V 

  4/13  5:30  Fairdale  Home  V 

  4/14  noon  Collins   Away  JV/V 

  4/17  6:00  Meade County  Away  V 

  4/18  6:00  Casey County  Home  V

  4/20  5:30  Taylor County  Home  JV/V 

  4/21  11:00  North Bullitt  Away  JV/V  
  4/23  6:00  Woodford County Home  V 

  4/24  5:30  Nelson County*  Away  JV/V   

  4/26  6:00  Green County  Away  V 

  4/28  noon  Anderson County Home  JV/V 

  4/30  5:30  Campbellsville  Home  JV/V 

  5/1  5:30  Bardstown*  Away  JV/V 

  5/3  5:30  Garrard County  Away  JV/V

  5/4  5:30  Nelson County*  Home  JV/V

  5/7  5:30  Elizabethtown  Home  JV/V

  5/8  5:30  Garrard County  Home  JV/V

  5/10  5:30  Spencer County  Away  JV/V

  5/11-5/12 TBA  Franklin Co. Tourney Away  V

  5/16  5:30  Campbellsville  Away  JV/V

  5/17  5:30  Shelby County  Home  JV/V

  5/18  5:30  Fairdale  Away  V

  * District opponent
  Head coach: Derek Schuler
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