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OPINIONOPINIONOPINION

Have an opinion? We would like to hear from
you. We invite you to write us. Letters submitted
for publication should include the signature,
street address and daytime phone number of
the writer. 

Address:
Kentucky New Era

Voice of the People

P.O. Box 729
Hopkinsville, KY 42241
Fax: 270-887-3222
E-mail: opinion@kentuckynewera.com 

Publication of the writer’s name is required.
Clear, legible letters of 350 words or less on a
community issue or a single subject of general
interest are most likely to be published. The
New Era reserves the right to edit, condense or
reject letters.

TODAY IN HISTORY n

Today is Friday, April 20, the
111th day of 2012. There are 255
days left in the year.

On this date:
In 1889, Adolf Hitler was born in

Braunau am Inn, Austria.
In 1912, author Bram Stoker, the

creator of Dracula, died in London
at age 64.

In 1945, during World War II, al-
lied forces took control of the Ger-
man cities of Nuremberg and
Stuttgart.

In 1972, the manned lunar module
from Apollo 16 landed on the moon.

In 1978, a Korean Air Lines Boe-
ing 707 crash-landed in northwest-
ern Russia after being fired on by a
Soviet interceptor after entering
Soviet airspace. Two passengers
were killed.

In 1992, the Freddie Mercury
Tribute Concert for AIDS Awareness
took place at London’s Wembley
Stadium. Comedian Benny Hill died
in his Greater London flat at age 68.

In 1999, the Columbine High
School massacre took place in Col-
orado as two students, Eric Harris
and Dylan Klebold, shot and killed

12 classmates and one teacher be-
fore taking their own lives.

In 2010, an explosion on the
Deepwater Horizon oil platform,
leased by BP, killed 11 workers and
began spewing an estimated 200
million gallons of crude into the
Gulf of Mexico for nearly three
months.

Ten years ago: The world’s top
economic powers, meeting in
Washington, agreed to intensify ef-
forts to combat terrorist financing
and also adopted a plan to better
deal with international debt crises.

Five years ago: The family of Vir-
ginia Tech gunman Seung-Hui Cho,
who shot and killed 32 people and
himself, told The Associated Press
they felt “hopeless, helpless and
lost,” and “never could have envi-
sioned that he was capable of so
much violence.” 

One year ago: Two Western pho-
tojournalists, including Oscar-nomi-
nated film director Tim Hethering-
ton, were killed in the besieged
Libyan city of Misrata while cover-
ing battles between rebels and
government forces.

WRITE US n

The day has come and gone. What day
am I referring to? Dreaded Tax Day! Is
this the most disliked day of  the year?

You may remember President Ronald
Reagan’s famous quote about Tax Day.
Reagan, the eternal optimist proclaimed,
“Republicans believe every day of  the
year is the Fourth of  July, but Democrats
believe every day is April 15.” Yes, income
taxes are in my thoughts today.

Many of  us also have memories that run
through our minds that are left over from
our childhood. My mother used to tell me
whenever I would complain about what I
perceived as someone getting unfair treat-
ment, “What’s good for the goose is good
for the gander.” Knowing that there is a
gender difference between a goose and a
gander, I queried my sister to see if  Mom
might have been referring to sexual dispar-
ity. We both concluded that she absolutely
was not. She meant if  something was
deemed fair for one person, then it should
be fair for all concerned.

Yes, fairness and taxes are on my mind
today. How many times have you heard
President Obama say that we must pay
our fair share — every American no mat-
ter how rich? My understanding of  what
the president said and continues to say is
if  it is fair for one, then it must be fair for
all. No one should receive special treat-
ment when it comes to paying income
taxes — no matter how much wealth they
do or do not have. 

According to the Committee on Joint
Taxation, (a respected bi-
partisan committee of  Con-
gress) 51 percent of
American households paid
no income tax in 2009. Not
only that, 30 percent of
American households actu-
ally made money from the
tax system by way of  the
Earned Income Tax Credit
and other refundable cred-
its. According to the
Urban-Brookings Tax Pol-
icy Center in 2007, the richest 20 percent
paid 68.9 percent of  federal taxes and the
top 1 percent paid 28.1 percent. And this is
fair? This seems like redistribution of
wealth to me.

As you know (thanks to the 16th
Amendment) those of  us who pay income
tax, pay what is called a progressive tax.
H. Peyton Young, professor emeritus, at
John Hopkins University said, “One idea
behind progressive taxation is to level the
playing field so that the wealthy don’t
hold an iron-grip on economic opportu-
nity. Rather, a progressive income tax sys-
tem aims to enable the poor to climb the
socio-economic ladder.” The polar oppo-
site thought comes from the CATO Insti-
tute. “A progressive tax violates the very
heart and soul of  the Framers’ Constitu-
tion of  liberty. Our constitutional democ-
racy rests on the principles that
individuals are equal under the law.”

The 16th Amendment is the law of  the
land. We have to live with a progressive
tax system and the IRS, but some politi-
cians are talking about alternatives to our
current tax structure, two of  which are
the “flat tax” and the “fair tax.” The “flat
tax” is an income tax system requiring
everyone to pay the same tax rate regard-
less of  their income, and it eliminates all
loopholes. Others talk about a “fair tax”
which eliminates all income tax and adds
a sales tax or consumption tax to all prod-
ucts that we buy. 

The House Budget Committee chairman,
Rep. Paul Ryan, suggests a slightly differ-
ent version or a “flatter tax” where instead
of  six tax rates like we currently have,
there are just two tax rates — 10 percent
for lower and middle income tax payers
and 25 percent for the top income earners.
This is in comparison to the President’s
proposal that suggests the highest income
earners pay income tax at a rate of  44.8
percent (also known as the Buffet Rule).
Rep. Ryan’s proposal also includes a corpo-
rate tax rate of  25 percent. This is a far cry
from the current 41 percent, which gives
the U.S. the dubious distinction of  having
the highest corporate tax rate in the world.
If  the highest income earners, also called
the job creators, had more disposable in-
come, then more jobs would be created.

Every time I listen to the news, I hear
President Obama’s words crying out that
we must pay our fair share — every Ameri-
can no matter how rich (and I might add
no matter how connected one is). Prior to
this tax day, 36 people in President
Obama’s executive office owed $833,970 in
back taxes. How embarrassing this must
be for the President who is so focused on
everyone paying their “fair share.”

Yes, I do think we should ALL pay our
fair share. It is also my belief  that the cur-
rent tax structure only adds to the class
warfare that is dividing our country, mak-
ing those who arguably are the most pro-
ductive influences in our economy, the job
creators, pay more than their “fair share.”
It is time to change our tax structure, and
time to end the class warfare. I think my
mother was very wise. “What is good for
the goose is indeed good for the gander.”

WILLEE COOPER is a former teacher and military spouse. A Hopkinsville
resident, she is president of the Kentucky Federation of Republican
Women. Her column runs on the first and third Friday of each month.
Reach her at willeecooper@gmail.com. 

A new state law makes it illegal to sell
dangerous synthetic drugs that have
been available in some local conven-
ience stores. House Bill 481, sponsored
by Rep. John Tilley, D-Hopkinsville,
should address weaknesses in previous
legislation. Rather than outlawing indi-
vidual chemicals, the new law identifies
chemical compounds in products dubi-
ously labeled as incense and bath salts.

The law gives police a bigger stick to
battle synthetic
drugs that often
appealed to
younger people. Sold across the same
counter with bubble gum and candy
bars, the synthetic drugs might have
seemed like harmless mischief  to some
users who wanted to experience the
kind of  high you’d get on marijuana or
methamphetamine — without the risk
of  a drug arrest and a trip to jail. But
the medical risks are frightening. This
newspaper published several stories in
the past year about people who became
seriously ill or were injured in acci-
dents after using the fake drugs.

Businesses that sold the synthetic
drugs in the open or hidden below the
counter now face a choice about their
place in our communities. Those that
continue to sell the drugs will send a
strong message to law-abiding cus-
tomers who care about the harm those
businesses are doing to people in Hop-
kinsville, Oak Grove and other smaller
communities. It will be clear those busi-
nesses are willing to put the community
at risk.

“I think it’s a bold step we are taking
to protect our community from sub-
stances that are not controlled and that
put our citizens in jeopardy,” Hop-
kinsville Police Chief  Guy Howie said.

Howie believes the law will cause
many businesses to stop selling prod-
ucts that are labeled one way but are in-
tended to do something else. Synthetic
drugs are sometimes more expensive
than other illegal drugs, such as mari-
juana. So the demand will address
much of  the problem.

Police can deal with sellers who at-
tempt to keep synthetic drugs in stores
and with those who try to sell on the
street. But the public can also pressure
businesses. A place caught selling syn-
thetic drugs should feel an economic
pinch from people who stop patronizing
them for the candy bars, gasoline and
chewing gum. 

Fake drug
sellers face
economic
pressures

Push fairness
in US tax rates

WILLEE
COOPER n

OUR OPINIONn

Questions about our future

to determine next president
The Editor, New Era,
These are very important ques-

tions for the next election. Even
though most of  the newspapers are
ardent supporters of  Obama, to be
fair to all of  their readers, they too,
need to ask these questions. And
even Obama wants to be fair, that is
why he is all for taxing the rich, ac-
cording to him!

What other president has sur-
rounded himself  with so many po-
litical ideologies other than the
American belief  in liberty and
freedom for all?

Who has so stressed the redistrib-
ution of  wealth without any com-
ment on personal responsibility?
Does he remember about the indus-
trious ants who dispose of  their
members who do not contribute to
hard work required to live well?

How about a president who
blames every administration before
his for leaving a mess for him to
clean up? Yet there is very little
mention of  the long, caring, produc-
tive history of  the United States.

He has pointed fingers at more
people for causing the world to be
off  kilter than most people do in a
lifetime. Aren’t you supposed to
create something positive as presi-
dent? Like making the world safer
rather than worrying about creat-

ing something in the image of  your
own ideology?

If  he is going to blame all of  the
other presidents for creating the
chaos he finds himself  in, how does
he explain his spending habits? I
know, it is the war on terror that he
won’t admit to and the war on
women he created to strike back at
others. Wars are always costly!

How many past presidents have
spent so many words looking down
their noses at the general public,
yet continues to expect their votes?

What other president has continu-
ally found fault with others but has
not apologized for his own short-
comings, like not considering more
than one element to a problem?

Have we had another president to
claim to be a Christian but doesn’t
believe that God has provided natu-
ral resources for our needs, like oil,
coal, natural gas and intelligence to
put it to good use? But he is much
smarter; we must spend our natu-
ral resources on artificial green en-
ergy! Right now! Not in a more
timely fashion.

For an individual who cam-
paigned on being one to unite, have
we ever had a man in a leadership
position who was more divisive in
his methods.

Answer these questions honestly
before you vote!

Ann Pitts

Hopkinsville, Ky.
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COLUMNIST n

“I’d put my money on the sun and
solar energy. What a source of power!
I hope we don’t have to wait until oil
and coal run out before we tackle that.”
Thomas Edison
American inventor (1847-1931)

THOUGHT OF THE DAY n
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