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FRANKFORT, Ky. — A $4.5 billion trans-
portation budget cleared the Senate Ap-
propriations and Revenue Committee on
Thursday, but not before Republicans in-
serted language that would restore nearly
$50 million in road construction projects
that had been vetoed by Democratic Gov.
Steve Beshear.

Appropriations and Revenue Committee
Chairman Bob Leeper cited a “fit of  con-
science” for his push to restore the money,
saying Beshear unfairly removed the proj-
ects earlier this week. The projects were
all in the district of  Beshear’s chief  Re-

publican rival, Senate President David
Williams.

“I’m a firm believer in trying to do the
right thing, and I don’t think that was the
right thing,” said Leeper, an independent
from Paducah.

The appropriations bill, which includes
funding to widen interstate highways and
expand airports, now advances to the Sen-
ate floor for a planned vote on Friday.

Since Monday, lawmakers have been
meeting in a special legislative session
that’s costing taxpayers about $60,000 a
day. Beshear called them back to Frank-
fort to pass the transportation budget and
a bill intended to curb prescription drug
abuse after they concluded the regular an-

nual session without doing so.
The drug bill is tentatively set for votes

in the Senate Judiciary Committee and on
the Senate floor on Friday.

Beshear has sharply criticized Williams
in recent days, charging that his unwill-
ingness to pass a transportation budget in
a regular legislative session that ended
last week forced the special session that
has cost some $240,000 so far.

The Senate had refused to pass the
transportation budget until Beshear
signed the road construction plan. Nei-
ther side was willing to budge before time
ran out in the regular session.

As leaders in their respective parties,

Senate committee approves transportation budget
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Kevin Moore, an attorney representing the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, gestures Wednesday during a question regarding bridge measurements to Bob Pepper, gener-
al manager of Foss Atlantic and the cargo vessel Delta Mariner during a hearing in Paducah. The United States Coast Guard is conducting a hearing this week into the Delta
Mariner’s crash into the Eggners Ferry Bridge over Kentucky Lake a few months ago. 
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In this photo provided by LRC Public Information,
Senate President David Williams (left), R-Burkesville;
Robert Stivers, R-Manchester;  Ernie Harris, R-Crest-
wood; Katie Kratz Stine, R-Southgate; and Robert
Leeper, I-Paducah, confer Thursday in the Kentucky
Senate in Frankfort .
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Spivey Gault (right), an attorney representing one of the crew members of the Delta Mariner, chats
with Bob Pepper on Wednesday in Paducah.

SEE BUDGET, PAGE A7
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Ron Creager, who has lived in Hopkinsville for two years, poses at the piano
in his Hopkinsville home. During his career, he has been the music director
for many accomplished singers and plays regularly at the Harper House
restaurant on Main Street. He is in town with his sister to look after his aging
parents. Creager will perform today at the Alhambra Theatre. The show starts
at 7:30 p.m., and tickets are $22 for adults, $12 for high school and college
students. Children kindergarten through eighth grade are $6.

Play me a song, piano man
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A Hopkinsville man was ar-
rested Wednesday night after a
home-video surveillance system
caught him trying to steal two
televisions, according to a Hop-
kinsville police report.

Around 9 a.m. Wednesday, a
Hope Street home video
recorded a man entering
through the back door. He had a
“UK” tattoo on his right fore-
arm, according to the report. 

The man tried taking a televi-
sion in the living room, but
moved on when he saw it was
bolted to the entertainment cen-
ter. Going into a bedroom, the
man tried taking another televi-
sion, but that too was bolted to a
dresser. He then ran out the back
door and left in a red Dodge Cal-
iber. 

The car was later found on Jes-
sup Street where Cedric R.
Green, 25, allegedly told police
that he broke into the home.

Green was charged with sec-
ond-degree burglary and re-
mained at Christian County Jail
on Thursday evening.

Home video
catches burglar
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When police notice a cluster of
thefts or burglaries in a specific
area, increasing the police pres-
ence in those areas will typically
bring those numbers down, Sgt.
Michael Seis said Thursday
evening during the police depart-
ment’s monthly crime meeting.

Further, 911 calls about suspi-
cious activity or prowler alerts
also reduce crime. During the
first week of  March, a high vol-
ume of  thefts was reported in
downtown Hopkinsville. After
people started calling about
prowlers in the affected areas, the
number of  thefts dropped signifi-
cantly, Seis reported.

The police department is “cre-
ating an environment where the
community is talking,” Seis said.
“I think we’re doing a lot in that
area, and I want to continue that
trend.”

HPD meeting:
Calls, patrols 
reduce burglaries

SEE HPD, PAGE A7

Chamber luncheon 

features Canadian official 
Canadian Consul General

Roy Norton will speak at a
luncheon May 8 organized
by the Christian County
Chamber of  Commerce.
Norton will discuss Ken-
tucky’s trade relationship
with Canada at the event. 

The luncheon, which will
be in the back dining room
of  the Hopkinsville Golf
and Country Club, is being
cosponsored by the Hop-
kinsville-Christian County
Economic Development
Council. Anyone interested
in attending must RSVP by
May 4. 

People can RSVP by
emailing business@
christiancountychamber.
com or by calling 270-885-
9096. Seating is limited to
75. 

Todd  Fiscal Court receives

$4,905 from KACo
Todd Fiscal Court will re-

ceive a check for $4,905 from
the Kentucky Association of
Counties. 

KACo recently announced
that $2 million in dividends
is being returned to the orga-
nization’s participants in its

workers compensation insur-
ance program. KACo pro-
vides workers compensation
coverage to county govern-
ments and other political
subdivisions in Kentucky. 

Graves County Judge-Exec-
utive Tony Smith, chairman
of  the KACo Workers Com-
pensation Fund Board, said
the dividend is coming at a
good time. 

“These payments will help
at a time when local govern-
ments are still feeling the ef-
fects of  the economic
downturn and searching for
ways to maintain programs
and services,” Smith said. 

NDMS History Club 

to present Pickett’s Charge 
North Drive Middle

School’s History Club will
present a re-enactment of
General George Pickett’s
Charge at Gettysburg Satur-
day at the Jefferson Davis
State Historic Site. 

Event organizers will
begin training the troops at
noon and there will be can-
non demonstrations at 2
p.m. For more information,
email Kendra Terrell at
kendra.terrell@christian.ky
schools.us or George
Copeland at george.copeland
@christian.kyschools.us. 
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Hopkinsville City Council’s
Committee of  the Whole dis-
cussed changing the amount of
vacation time a city employee can
sell back to the city each year dur-
ing its Thursday meeting. 

The amendment would allow
employees to sell up to three work
weeks of  vacation for the same
amount of  time they would have
been paid had they taken those
weeks. Under current city regula-
tions, an employee can sell back
no more than one week of  vaca-
tion time.

City Human Resources Officer
Ken Grabara presented the
amendment to the committee. He
said that by allowing employees
to sell vacation time each year,

Committee looks at
selling vacation time

Bridge collapse hearing
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Eddie Box (left), an attorney for William Collins, a river pilot and ad-
visor hired by the Delta Mariner, diagrams lights on the Eggners
Ferry Bridge on Monday.


