
STAFF REPORT

A Bardstown Police offi-
cer made two arrests
Wednesday night after an
alleged domestic assault in
a moving vehicle. 

Officer Nathan Phillips
was dispatched about 11:50
p.m. after an anonymous
caller reported a possible
dispute in a vehicle on John
Rowan Boulevard.

Phillips pulled over a
Ford Escape at the intersec-
tion of North Third Street
and Withrow Court,

according to a press release
from the Bardstown Police
Department. Hazel Marie
Girdley, 57, Bardstown,
was reportedly driving the
car, and the press release
states breathalyzer test

results indicated a 0.126
blood-alcohol level. 

Girdley reportedly had
visible injuries — a
swollen, blackened eye —
and told the officer that her
passenger, Billy Ray Smith,
57, Bardstown, had assault-
ed her. 

Girdley was arrested for
driving under the influence
while Smith was arrested
for fourth-degree assault
(domestic violence), resist-
ing arrest, possession of an
open container, and alcohol
intoxication in a public
place. 
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“The physical therapy program at Green Meadows 
is wonderful and played a big part in my 
speedy recovery to return home.” Lina Wright
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Allender Lane fire limited to bedroom
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

No one was injured after
a fire damaged a bedroom
in a house on 110 Allender
Lane Wednesday after-
noon. 

The Bardstown-Nelson
County Fire Department
was dispatched to the home
roughly 5 miles north of
Bardstown shortly after 4
p.m. Once on scene, fire-
fighters were able to put out
the blaze quickly, according
to Marlin Howard, newly
elected chief of the
Bardstown-Nelson County
Volunteer Fire Department,
Inc. 

“It was not a problem
getting it extinguished after
we got to it,” he said. 

The fire appeared to
have started in the bedding
material, Howard said, but
the cause of the fire was
unclear. Items such as a
phone charger had been
plugged in, he said. 

Homeowner Suzanne
Conder said her daughter,
Ali Conder, 14, had just
arrived home from school
when she discovered smoke

in her bedroom. 
“She walked in on it,”

Conder said. 
Howard said the door to

the bedroom was closed
until firefighters arrived,
which helped to contain the
blaze. 

Around 4:45 p.m., fire-
fighters were pulling
burned items, including
stuffed animals and a mat-
tress, out of the home onto
the front lawn. 

The first floor of the

house suffered light smoke
damage, with moderate
damage to the bedroom and
a light smoke smell in the
basement, Howard said. 

Suzanne and Ali Conder,
along with Suzanne’s hus-
band, Darrell Conder, and
son, Dalton Conder, 19,
were not injured in the fire.
However, Suzanne was
coughing from the smoke
as she watched firefighters.

“I went in. I was going
for pictures,” she said. 
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Bardstown-Nelson County firefighters hosed down
items taken from the bedroom of Ali Conder, 14, where
a fire at 110 Allender Lane appeared to have started
Wednesday afternoon. No one was injured in the blaze.

District gears up for new tests
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Bardstown Elementary
School is focusing on small-
group instruction to prepare
for the new K-PREP stan-
dardized test, which will be
introduced for the first time
this spring as a replacement
for the KCCT test. 

The K-PREP is part of a
move to overhaul statewide
testing and measures to hold
districts accountable for stu-
dent performance, imple-
mented by Senate Bill 1. 

Elementary Principal Paul
Bowling spoke to the
Bardstown School Board
Tuesday about how teachers
and staff are preparing for
the changes in testing and
curriculum. 

“We talked to a few
schools around the state that
have really high test scores
and one of the things that we
saw that they were doing and
we were not was small-
group instruction or learning
centers,” Bowling said. “A
light bulb went off and we
really came back and started
organizing some small-
group instruction in our
school.”

In many cases, he said, a
classroom is divided into a
number of groups and while
the teacher works with one
group, others focus on dif-
ferent aspects of a particular
lesson. 

“It is so much easier for
them to see that the kids are
understanding the material
when they’ve got five or six
of them in front of them,”
Bowling said. “Also, the
teachers are telling me that
the kids are asking questions
more than they would in a
whole group.”

Such an approach also
offers teachers an avenue to
review past material, he
added.

Board member Margie
Bradford said she thought
small-group instruction
sounded like a great idea. 

Now that the district has
received a breakdown of
what topics will be tested on
the K-PREP, the school will
begin scrimmages in the
next few weeks based on
that material, Bowling said.
The scrimmages, or practice
tests, should extend to all
grades, kindergarten through
eighth, according to District
Wide Programs/Instruction
and Assessment Support
Director Cara Blackmon. 

Three scrimmages are
planned between this week
and the test, Bowling said,
adding they would help the
district focus more on the
individual student’s
progress.

One way in which the K-
PREP will be different from
the previous standardized
test is that it will be timed. 

“Some of it, especially the
writing-on-demand in the
fifth grade, is kind of a short
amount of time for what
they’re asking them to do,
and we’re concerned about
that,” Bowling said, stating
teachers will help the kids
practice through short timed
tests.

Draft budget 
A draft budget assuming a

property tax increase for a 4
percent increase in tax rev-
enue in fiscal year 2012-
2013 was approved by the
board. 

District Finance Officer
Pat Hagan estimated the dis-
trict population will increase
60-80 students next year,
and with more students than
ever at Bardstown High —
about 700 — the school may

need to hire a new math
teacher. 

The approximately $20
million draft budget will
appear before the board
again in May, with a final
budget approved in August.
At that time the board will
make its final decision as to
whether to take a tax
increase. 

The draft budget may
change quite a bit before the
final draft is approved, as
property valuations and esti-
mates of state funding for
the district are released,
Hagan said. 

“Budgets are a living,
breathing thing. They
change all the time,” he told
the board. 

The budget assumes the
district will earn much lower
interest rates on its accounts
next fiscal year, and in the
fourth year without textbook
funding from the state,
Hagan wasn’t optimistic for
2012-2013. 

“I’ve just given up on text-
books — I’m assuming
we’re not going to get that.
I’m assuming we’re not
going to get safe schools
money, and I’m assuming
we’re not going to get ESS
(Extended School Services)
money,” he said. 

Taxes 
The Bardstown

Independent School District
collected about $129,000
more in distilled spirits taxes
than predicted, Hagan
reported. 

“We collected 93 percent
of bills, which is exactly the
same as we did last year,” he
told the board. That number
may climb to 97 or 98 per-
cent by the end of the fiscal
year, he said. 

The district saved about
50 days of labor costs by
purchasing new software to
handle taxes. Usually the
district hires extra labor dur-
ing tax season, Hagan said.
New tax bills mailed out this
year will be bigger next year,
he said. 

Comprehensive plan
The board approved a sec-

ond and final reading of a
2011 updated comprehen-
sive plan for the district that
emphasizes Professional
Learning Communities, or
regular teacher meetings
where they can share ideas. 

Another goal is “to teach
the teachers to strategically
look at data,” Blackmon
said. “That is something
where I don’t think we’ve
done a good job.”

The district also aims to
improve parental involve-
ment. “That includes more
than just parents being
informed. That’s allowing
opportunities for the two-

way conversations to occur,”
she told the board. 

The Kentucky
Department of Education
has approved the plan, she
said.

In other news:
• Holsclaw recognized the

school board in honor of
School Board Recognition
Month. The strings orchestra
of seventh- through 10th-
graders performed in their
honor under the direction of
Paola Manrique-Land.

• Michael Sloane was
named the new chair of the
school board, with Margie
Bradford as vice chair. The
positions are generally rotat-
ed annually. 

• Fund 1 claims for the
last month were at
$140,800.55, more than
$37,000 above last year. This
is in part because of more
money paid in worker’s
compensation and diesel
fuel, and because capital
outlay funds the district has
been authorized to spend for
general uses is now included
in fund 1 instead of fund 310
or 320, according to
Holsclaw.

• A Nutrition and Physical
Report Card showed an
increase in the average num-
ber of calories consumed for
lunch, from 694 in 2010 to
747 in 2011. The district tar-
get is 664. Calcium, iron,
vitamin A, vitamin C, pro-
tein and total fat were higher
than the target.

• The board approved a
Family Resources and Youth
Services Center Assurance
Certification for 2013-2014
to continue working with the
district’s two centers. 

• The board agreed to
apply for a $100,000 WHAS
Crusade for Children grant,
a joint application with the
Nelson County School
District. The districts are
generally awarded about half
of what they ask for, or
around $50,000 — roughly
equal to what Nelson
County collects for the
Crusade, Holsclaw said.
“They basically give you
back what you collect.”

The grant application out-
lines a project to construct at
least one multi-sensory or
sensory modification room
for special needs students, as
well as maximizing a
Bardstown campus play-
ground for special needs
access. The playground
would be open to Nelson
County District students, the
application states. 

• The board accepted an
offer of assistance from the
state School Facilities
Construction Commission,
which is awarded every
other year. This year’s award
was $27,384 in annual debt
service for construction or
renovation of facilities.

BARDSTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

ERIN L. MCCOY/The Kentucky Standard

Michael Greenwell, right, of the Bardstown-Nelson County
Human Rights Commission presented a packet of infor-
mation from www.youthforhumanrights.org to members
of Bardstown High School’s new Youth Human Rights
Council. Pictured are, from left, junior Victoria Yocum of
Students Tolerating and Respecting Individual
Differences in Everyone, junior Karis Rogers of STRIDE,
STRIDE and youth council sponsor Rose Dodson, student
council and youth council sponsor Gary Goode and stu-
dent council President Luke Humkey.
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