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INDEX WHO WE ARE: Sarah Anderson, 27, Hopkinsville
Growing up in Owensboro,

Sarah Anderson said Pizza Ro-
ma was her family’s favorite
restaurant. 

“It was the best pizza in
town,” Anderson said. 

Anderson’s husband, Bill,
previously owned a Pizza Ro-
ma location on North Drive.
The couple married a year
ago and reopened the pizza
parlor in December. They also
opened a tanning salon in the
location called Sunkissed Tan-

ning. 
The pizza

parlor offers
carry out
and delivery
services,
serving piz-
za, Strom-
boli,
spaghetti and burgers. 

“I kind of brought in my vi-
sion of what Pizza Roma was
(in Owensboro) to Hop-
kinsville,” she said. 

The tanning salon has six
tanning beds and an airbrush
booth. Anderson said the two
businesses compliment each
other well. 

“A lot of people will come in
and pick up food but then go
tan, so it goes both ways,” she
said. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera

MORE INSIDE
Scaverger Hunt
Ready Reader Road Rally
raises more than $4,000.

LOCAL/STATE A6

Something Sparkly
Community editor learns
couponing lessons.

PENNYRILE B4

WWW.KENTUCKYNEWERA.COM

Region champs:
Lady Tigers
earn first
hoops crown

SPORTS B1

Blues Banquet
raises money
for historic
preservation 

PENNYRILE B4

Monday-Tuesday, March 5-6, 2012 | 75 cents, 51 cents average home delivery cost 20 pages, 2 sections |  Volume 125, Number 79 | Hopkinsville, Ky. Est. 1869

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 

You can pick your winners beginning at 11:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 11!You can pick your winners beginning at 11:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 11!

REGISTER NOW AT: kentuckynewera.bracketbreakdown.comREGISTER NOW AT: kentuckynewera.bracketbreakdown.com

KENTUCKY PRESS NEWS SERVICE

Kentucky’s death toll from a wave of  violent storms Friday
climbed steadily on Saturday, reaching 20 fatalities with an es-
timated 300 injured and at least one man missing.
The storms were the worst to hit the eastern part of  Ken-

tucky in almost 25 years. EF3 tornados hit Magoffin, Menifee
and Morgan counties, east of  Lexington, and an EF2 tornado
hit Laurel County, in southeastern Kentucky, the National
Weather Service said.
The EF scale, which goes from 0 to 5, rates tornadoes based on

wind speed. An EF3 storm has speeds of  136 mph to 165 mph.
An EF2 measures 111 mph to 135 mph. An EF2 or higher is con-
sidered a significant tornado.

Western Kentucky’s
Greatest Children
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Carol Rhodes sifts through the wreckage of her home, destroyed Friday in
northern Laurel County.

Death toll hits 20 
in tornado-ravaged
Kentucky counties

The bleeding he-Artist
The 12th Annual Toy of  the

Year Awards and Hall of  Fame
induction included toys such as
the Rockboard Scooter and
Legos. These are all things 5-
year-old Will Pyle could have
asked for as gifts last year. In-
stead he requested food for chil-
dren in need.
“There are kids at school that

doesn’t have no food to eat,”
Will said while swinging his
legs from his piano bench. “It
made me feel sad.”
Will collected the food and

took it to his school, Millbrooke
Elementary, donating it to the
Backpack Program. The na-
tional program identifies chil-
dren who qualify for free or
reduced price meals through
the National School Lunch Pro-
gram. Some of  the children still
don’t have enough to sustain
them through a weekend,
though. Will worked with his
classroom and his family to
help but his compassion didn’t
end there.
“One day, I came home from

work and Will had boxed up
some toys and books,” said

Emily Pyle, Will’s mother. “He
said that he wanted to take
them to kids in the hospital. He
then asked me to let all my
friends know he is collecting
new and used toys and books
for kids in the hospital.”
Will collected eight boxes of

toys and books and took them
to Vanderbilt University Med-
ical Center in Nashville, Tenn.
Will has started his collection

again, this time raising money
for toys by creating works of
art and selling them. 
“I made these,” said Will

pointing to a wall full of  his
paintings. “Some of  (the chil-
dren) don’t have any toys in the
hospital. I want them to feel bet-
ter in the hospital.”

The animal lover
Kirsten Ezell has a busy

schedule. Between school, vol-
leyball practice and games and
church, it seems finding time
for anything else would be close
to impossible. Yet every Satur-
day, 12-year-old Kirsten arrives
at the Christian County Animal
Shelter to offer her assistance. 
“I’ve always liked animals,”

Kirsten said. “They have feel-
ings and they deserve to have a
good home. I like to help them.”
From 8 a.m. until noon,

Kirsten helps clean the ani-
mals’ cages. She puts in fresh
newspaper, new kitty litter and
refills their food and water.
Sometimes she walks the ani-
mals or gives them baths.
Kirsten’s passion has spread

to her friends, who sometimes
accompany her to the shelter to
work. 
Kirsten prefers dogs to any

other animal, but enjoys taking
care of  all animals and hopes to
become a veterinarian.
“There are lots of  animals

that don’t have a home,” she
said. “It’s better that people
bring them here than to put
them down.”

The thespian
High school can carry with it

pressure to make unwise deci-
sions. Sarah Beth Gibson, a jun-
ior at Heritage Christian

Maybe those of  you
willing to tackle an-
other one of  Michael

Combs’ word puzzles,
which are based on Pen-
nyroyal area interests, de-
serve some clues in the
search for answers. These
are, after all, challenging
word puzzles.
Combs, who grew up in

Hopkinsville and contin-
ues to follow local hap-
penings from his
residence in Lexington,
has provided the New Era
a few puzzles that test our
knowledge of  local geog-
raphy, history, current
events, sports and even
businesses.
Here’s a clue: Another

character from Ted Pos-
ton’s collection of  short
stories, “The Dark Side of

Hopkinsville,” is found in
one of  the answers. Other
answers come from street
names, a shopping mall, a
local school, a popular
game in a former Hop-
kinsville restaurant, and
a distinc-
tive busi-
ness that
has been
out of  busi-
ness for
several
decades.
Like the

last puzzle
from
Combs, this
one is
going to require a rather
deep knowledge of  local
history and traditions.

Another Pennyroyal
brain-teaser puzzle

JENNIFER P.
BROWN n
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The Western Kentucky’s Greatest Children
contest sought out local children who were
making a difference in their community. 
Ultimately we settled on three: One who
wants to help others by providing food and
toys, another who spends weekends clean-
ing up kitty litter, and the third who en-
courages others to make healthy choices.

Three local children give back to the community

WILL PYLE SARAH BETH GIBSON

KIRSTEN EZELL

DEVASTATION


