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NEW JAIL NEEDED Members of the Citizens Advisory Committee, who are exploring possible ways
to finance a new Letcher County jail, met Tuesday for an inspection tour of the jail. Shown look-
ing at the very unprivate bathroom facilities on the second floor are (from left) Miss Elline Salyer,
Mrs. Ted Yonts, Mrs. Paul Vermillion (committee chairman), Mrs. S. E. Moncriefjr., Mrs.j Fer-
dinand Moore and Deputy Jailer Ora Hall. Below, Jailer Ben A. Adams points to a crack in tne
rear wall of the stone jail building, wliich has grown several feet in length since Adams took of-
fice in January. Members of the advisory committee found the jail had been recently painted and
was as clean as possible in the lower area. Prisoners on the second floor said the mattresses are
buggy and the blankets "nearly choke you with dirt. " (Eagle photos).
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X-R- AY UNIT WILL

BE HERE TUESDAY

The Kentucky State Department
of Health's ay Mobile Unit
will be in Whitesburg on Tuesday
March 27. All contacts of known
tuberculosis cases should be x -- rayed,

as well as school employees,
and restaurant workers. Only
persons over 20 years of age will
be unless they are sent to
the ay Unit with a written
statement from their family
physician.

Proposed route puts

Hazard 13 miles closer
The state highway department said today it has almost completed

plans for the new route between Hazard and Whitesburg and hopes to
let a contract for construction of a five-mi- le section of the road lat-
er this year.

The proposed new route will cut 13 and a half miles from the dis-

tance between Whitesburg and Hazard.
Highway Commissioner Henry Ward said public hearings will be

hela in Whitesburg and Hazard before the routing is made final.
The new route is being surveyed by Henry Spalding, Hazard en-

gineer, under a contract with the highway department.
Spalding told The Mountain Eagle today that the new route will be

closely parallel to present Kentucky 15 from Hazard to Carrs" Fork,
where it will cross through a gap on Carrs Fork just above the mouth
of the Creek. Then it will go up the river to Big Branch, from there
to the mouth of Doty Branch, from Doty Branch to Blair Branch,

to Smoot Creek and Dry Fork and on into Whitesburg. Spalding
said the road probably will join existing highway at the two bridges
west of Whitesburg (on the Whitco road).

The new route would by-pa- ss Sandlick Mountain, Marlowe, Bell-cra- ft

and Isom.
Commissioner Ward said first estimates of the cost of rebuilding the

road between Whitesburg and Hazard put a $22 million dollar price
tag on the project. Revised estimates put the cost at about $14 mil-
lion dollars, he said.

Obviously, Ward said, the road will have to be built in sections,
since the state's entire yearly allotment of federal road funds is
only about $14 million dollars.

Spalding emphasized that the new route is only tentative and can-

not be definite until after hearings are held. He said construction of
a dam on Carrs Fork, proposed by the U. S, Army Corps of Engineers,
would not affect the proposed route, although it would 'cover several
miles of existing road in the Sassafras area.

Watd anticipated some right-of-wa- y troubles because the proposed
route crosses some coal land. The state must have the rights of way
cleared legally and ready for presentation to the US Bureau of Roads
before it can obtain federal money to help with the construction, he
said.

Ward and Spalding indicated the section from Blair Branch into
Whitesburg was chosen for first construction because it could be tied
into existing highways at each end and could be put into use as soon
as it is completed. That section alone would cut several miles off
the distance from Hazard to Whitesburg.

The state this week sold the last of the bonds needed to finance
completion of the Eastern Kentucky Turnpike from Campton to
Salyersville. Gov. Bert Combs said he hoped to dedicate all the
sections of the turnpike before his term ends. The freeway from
Campton to Whitesburg, of which the proposed new .route is a part,
will join the turnpike.

City may turn pink
Whitesburg may be a pink city next spring if members of the

Whitesburg Lions Club succeed with a project now under way.
The Lions are selling pink dogwood trees and will give the pro-

ceeds to their fund. And while they benefit the
fund, they will at the same time improve the looks of the city.

The trees are nursery stock, obtained from Tennessee Nurseries.
Lions President Russell Price said Bristol and Wise Lions Clubs have
conducted successful sales of the trees. The trees are 24 to 36
inches tall and arrive with their roots enclosed in dirt in a plastic
bag. Complete planting directions are enclosed.

Several hundred of the trees already have been sold, including
several dozen to schools and churches. Club members will take or-

ders and will deliver the trees. A truck will be on Main Street
during the afternoons to sell the trees also.

Each tree costs $1.75.

BUCKS FOR BOOKS for a drive tor funds to buy new books for the Letcher County Public Li-

brary were discussed at a meeting at the library Monday night by (left to right) Mrs. Harry M. Cau-di- ll,

chairman of the library board; Miss Phyllis Ann Bowling, county home demonstration agent,
and Mrs. John Nease and Mrs. Charles Gilley, representing one of several county Homemakers' clubs
which will take part in a houso-to-hou- se canvass for money. The drive will be held during the
week of April 5, which is National Library Week. An open house at the library and window ex-
hibits In downtown stores also are planned. (Eagle photo).
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