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Consistent increase in 
home prices reported

Washington: U.S. home prices are finally start-
ing to increase consistently. A gauge of national 
home prices rose in June compared with the 
same month last year, according to the Standard 
& Poor’s/Case Shiller index released Tuesday. 
The year-over-year increase was the first since 
September 2010, a year when housing benefited 
temporarily from a federal home-buying tax credit. 
The report also noted that all 20 major metro ar-
eas tracked by the S&P/Case Shiller index posted 
gains in June from May. That’s the second straight 
month in which prices rose in every city measured.

“I think we have turned the corner on prices,” 
said David Blitzer, chairman of the S&P’s index 
committee. “It looks very good.”

Federal court rejects Texas’ 
redistricting plans as biased

Washington:  A federal court threw out Texas’  
redistricting plans Tuesday, saying the maps drawn 
by the Republican-led legislature undermined the 
political clout of minorities who are responsible 
for the state’s population growth. The three-judge 
special panel in Washington said Texas could not 
prove that plans for the state’s congressional 
districts and both houses of the legislature were 
not drawn without intentional discrimination 
against the state’s burgeoning Latino population. 
In addition, it said new district lines removed the 
“economic guts” from congressional districts now 
held by African-Americans. 

 “The only explanation Texas offers for this 
pattern is ‘coincidence,’ “ wrote U.S. Circuit Judge 
Thomas B. Griffith. “But if this was coincidence, it 
was a striking one indeed.” 

Visitors to national park 
warned about hantavirus

Los Angeles: Yosemite National Park officials 
told 1,700 people on Tuesday that they may have 
been exposed to a potentially lethal, rodent-borne 
disease while visiting one of Yosemite’s low-cost 
lodging areas this summer. The email alerts said 
four people who stayed at Curry Village in June 
have contracted hantavirus pulmonary syndrome, a 
rare disease carried by mice and other rodents, and 
that two of them have died. 

Book on bin Laden raid  
to be released a week early

New York: In response to a crush of media 
attention, the publisher behind the firsthand ac-
count of the Navy SEALs raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden has decided to move up the book’s release 
date to next Tuesday. Dutton, an imprint of Penguin, 
said No Easy Day, which will appear under the 
pseudonym Mark Owen, will go on sale Sept. 4, a 
week ahead of the planned date. The planned print 
run has been increased to 575,000 hardcover cop-
ies from 300,000. The book is currently No. 1 on 
the best-seller lists at Amazon.com and BN.com. 
The publisher and the author have endured some 
criticism for failing to provide a copy of the manu-
script for government vetting before the book was 
announced. The Pentagon now has a copy of the 
book, a department spokesman said this week, but 
no immediate decisions will be made.

WORLD

France opens new inquiry  
into Arafat’s death

Paris: French prosecutors opened a murder 
inquiry into the death of Yasser Arafat on Tuesday, 
his widow’s lawyer said, after she and a TV inves-
tigation raised new questions about whether the 
Palestinian leader was poisoned.

Many in the Arab world have long suspected 
that Arafat was poisoned, and a Swiss lab’s recent 
finding of elevated levels of polonium-210 — a rare 
and highly lethal radioactive substance — on Arafat’s 
clothing has fed those claims. However, the Institute 
of Radiation Physics said its findings were incon-
clusive and that only exhuming Arafat’s remains 
could bring possible clarity. Palestinian officials have 
waffled on that matter — initially approving the ex-
humation and then saying the matter needed more 
study — only further fueling suspicions. Arafat died 
in a French military hospital outside Paris in 2004 
of what doctors have said was a massive stroke. 
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Waves tore 
apart piers 
and crashed 
into the back 
yards of 
homes along 
the Mobile 
Bay near 
Dauphin Island 
in Alabama 
on Tuesday. 
Alabama took 
a glancing 
blow from 
Hurricane 
Isaac as it 
headed toward 
landfall in the 
northwestern 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Go to Ken-
tucky.com 
the latest on 
Hurricane 
Isaac.

BUTCH DILL  
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — Hurricane 
Isaac spun into the southern Lou-
isiana coast late Tuesday, sending 
floodwaters surging and unleash-
ing fierce winds, as residents 
hunkered down behind boarded-
up windows. New Orleans calmly 
waited out another storm on the 
eve of Hurricane Katrina’s sev-
enth anniversary, hoping the city’s 
strengthened levees will hold.

Isaac, a massive storm span-
ning nearly 200 miles from its 
center, made landfall at about 6:45 
p.m. near the mouth of the Missis-
sippi River. But it was zeroing in 
on New Orleans, about 90 miles 
to the northwest, turning streets 
famous for all-hours celebrations 
into ghost boulevards.

While many residents stayed 
put, evacuations were ordered in 
low-lying areas of Louisiana and 
Mississippi, where officials or-
dered the closure of the state’s 12 
shorefront casinos. By late Tues-
day, more than 100,000 homes 
and businesses had lost power.

Ed Rappaport, deputy director 
of the National Hurricane Center, 
said Isaac’s core would pass west 
of New Orleans with winds close 
to 80 mph and head for Baton 
Rouge.

“On this course, the hurricane 

will gradually weaken. Its winds 
will come down,” Rappaport said 
Tuesday night from the Miami-
based center. He said gusts could 
reach about 100 mph at times, 
especially at higher levels which 
could damage high-rise buildings 
in New Orleans.

As Isaac neared the city, there 
was little fear or panic. With New 
Orleans’ airport closed, tour-
ists retreated to hotels and most 
denizens of a coastline that has 
witnessed countless hurricanes 
decided to ride out the storm.

“Isaac is the son of Abraham,” 
said Margaret Thomas, who was 
trapped for a week in her home in 
New Orleans’ Broadmoor neigh-
borhood by Katrina’s floodwaters, 
yet chose to stay put this time. 
“It’s a special name that means 
‘God will protect us’.”

Still, the storm drew intense 
scrutiny because of its timing — 
just before the anniversary of Ka-
trina and coinciding with the first 
major speeches of the Republican 
National Convention in Tampa, 
Fla., already delayed and tem-
pered by the storm.

“We don’t expect a Katrina-like 
event, but remember there are 
things about a Category 1 storm 
that can kill you,” New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu said, urg-
ing people to use common sense 
and to stay off any streets that 

may flood.
Other officials, chastened by 

memories and experience, advised 
caution. Tens of thousands of peo-
ple were told to leave low-lying 
areas, including 700 patients of 
Louisiana nursing homes. At least 
one tornado spun off of Isaac in 
Alabama. There were no immedi-
ate reports of damage or injuries.

Many Gulf Coast residents 
opted to ride it out in shelters 
or at home, and officials, while 
sounding alarm about the dangers 
of the powerful storm, decided 
not to call for mass evacuations 
like those that preceded Katrina, 
which packed 135 mph winds in 
2005.

Isaac promises to test a New 
Orleans levee system bolstered 
after the catastrophic failures dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina. But in a 
city that has already weathered 
Hurricane Gustav in 2008, calm 
prevailed.

“I feel safe,” said Pamela 
Young, who settled in to her 
home in the Lower 9th Ward — a 
neighborhood devastated by Ka-
trina — with dog Princess and 
her television. “Everybody’s talk-
ing ‘going, going,’ but the thing 
is, when you go, there’s no telling 
what will happen. The storm isn’t 
going to just hit here.”

While Isaac remained far less 
powerful than Katrina, it posed 

similar political challenges, a re-
minder of how the storm seven 
years ago became a symbol of 
government ignorance and inepti-
tude.

President Barack Obama 
sought to demonstrate his abil-
ity to guide the nation through a 
natural disaster, and Republicans 
reassured residents they were pre-
pared.

There was already simmering 
political fallout from the storm. 
Republican Gov. Bobby Jindal, 
who canceled his trip to the con-
vention in Tampa, said the Obama 
administration’s disaster declara-
tion fell short of the federal help 
he had requested. Jindal said he 
wanted a promise from the fed-
eral government to be reimbursed 
for storm preparation costs.

“We learned from past experi-
ences, you can’t just wait. You’ve 
got to push the federal bureaucra-
cy,” Jindal said.

FEMA Administrator Craig Fu-
gate said such requests would be 
addressed after the storm.

Obama promised that Ameri-
cans will help each other recov-
er, “no matter what this storm 
brings.”

“When disaster strikes, we’re 
not Democrats or Republicans 
first, we are Americans first,” 
Obama said at a campaign rally at 
Iowa State University. “We’re one 
family. We help our neighbors in 
need.”

Isaac pushes into Louisiana
GULF COAST RESIDENTS HUNKER DOWN TO RIDE OUT CATEGORY 1 HURRICANE

By Michael Kunzelman  
and Stacey Plaisance

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Acts of 
piracy in the treacherous waters 
around the Horn of Africa have 
fallen sharply in 2012, according 
to statistics released by the U.S. 
Navy. The Navy credits aggressive 
patrolling by international forces 
and increased vigilance by the 
commercial shipping industry for 
the decrease.

Data released by the Navy last 

week showed 46 pirate attacks in 
the area this year, compared with 
222 in all of last year and 239 in 
2010. Nine of the piracy attempts 
this year have been successful, 
according to the data, compared 
with 34 successful attacks in all of 
2011 and 68 in 2010.

Even so, senior Navy officers 
have been careful not to declare 
victory.

“The pirates are very adapt-
able, and they are very flexible,” 

said Vice Adm. Mark I. Fox, the 
Navy’s deputy chief for opera-
tions, plans and strategy. “We are 
watching carefully.”

The prospect of renewed po-
litical turmoil in the region, es-
pecially in Somalia and Yemen, 
may again drive up attempts at 
the lucrative business of piracy, 
since lawless areas in these coun-
tries provide havens for pirates 
to launch their raids and to hold 
captured vessels and hostages. 

Further economic collapse may 
prompt more farmers and fisher-
man to choose piracy.

But the statistics so far this 
year are encouraging. As of last 
week, the last successful pirate 
attack in waters off East Africa 
had occurred May 10, and the 
most recent attempted attack had 
occurred June 27. The gap since 
that last raid represents the lon-
gest break in pirate activity in the 
area in five years.

Piracy off coast of Africa has plunged, U.S. says
By Thom Shanker
The New York Times
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Located At: 1651 Sahalee Rd.
Lexington, Kentucky

Sellers Says “Must Go”!
Be the First Owners of this Gorgeous
Estate – The one you’ve heard about
one of Lexington’s Finest Homes.
Nestled on 10.32 acres in a private
gated community overlooking your
own private lake, is this gorgeous,
10,000 sq. ft. home w/5,000 sq. ft.

unfinished walk-out basement & 3-car garage. Home features an elaborate
kitchen including commercial “Thermador Appliances”; 6 master suite
bedrooms w/each having private sitting rooms; 10 large inside columns;
solid cherry study; coffered ceilings; extensive granite & limestone
throughout; 7 ft. hallways; 4 fireplaces; hardwood, tile, & marble flooring;
and So-o-o-o Much More! Seller will consider trade-in.

Referred By:
Kassie Bennett, Agent

859-559-5969
Remax/Creative Realty

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday, September 15th, 10 A.M.

James A. Kelley, Builder/Owner

Auctioneer’s Note: If you are ready to upgrade to one of the finest homes
in the area, “Look No Further”! You will truly be amazed at the beauty
and quality of this home. For Info, Terms, & Pictures, see
NationwideSold.com or call 859-559-5969.

Public Inspection Dates: Sunday Aug. 26th, Sunday Sept. 2nd, and Sunday
Sept. 9th, 2 PM. to 3:30 PM. each day, or by Appointment.

Directions: New Circle to Russell Cave Rd., Pass over I-75 Bypass, then go
approx. 1 ½ miles to Property on Left. See Signs.

“1” of Lexington’s Finest Estates


