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A circuit judge has allowed 
a man accused of killing a 
Lexington dermatologist to 
drop his private attorneys and 
be represented by the public 
defender’s office.

Fayette Circuit Judge 
James Ishmael Jr. said he 
would appoint someone from 
the public defender’s office to 
represent Marty Roe in Roe’s 
trial next winter.

Roe, 65, is accused of kill-
ing Dr. Martha Post, 55, who 
was fatally shot Sept. 1 as she 
was leaving her practice on 
Huguenard Drive. Roe was 
arrested in Ohio, where he 
apparently was living out of a 

camper. 
Roe requested private rep-

resentation in May. He ini-
tially had been represented 
by Shannon Brooks-English, 
a public defender, but Brooks-
English said Roe “pulled 
together resources” to hire 
Adam Boyd Bleile and Ashley 
Witte of the Bleile, Witte & 
Lape law firm in Cincinnati.

At the time, Brooks-Eng-
lish told Ishmael, “People 
think they’re better off with 
private counsel.”

But in a handwritten note 
to Judge Ishmael filed in the 
court record on Aug. 16, Roe 
wrote: “I am requesting a 
court-appointed lawyer due to 
firing” Bleile and Witte and 
because he had “no funds to 
hire another attorney.”

ROE PREFERRED 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Murder defendant 
to get new attorney

By Greg Kocher
gkocher1@herald-leader.com

See ROE, A5

The Laurel County sher-
iff’s office is investigating the 
death of an infant girl whose 
mother allegedly abandoned 
her to go out partying, accord-
ing to a news release from the 
sheriff’s office.

The infant’s cause of death 
was not immediately known. 
The medical examiner’s office 
in Frankfort was conducting 
an autopsy.

The child’s mother, Rachel 
E. Kilburn, 29, of Cutshin, 
was charged with abandon-

ment of a minor, a class D 
felony. 

Deput i es  found  the 
10-week-old girl at a home 
on Somerset Road, two miles 
west of London, about 10 
p.m. Monday. Someone at the 
home called 911 and said the 
child had been found dead.

Laurel County Sheriff ’s 
Sgt. Chuck Johnson and Dep-
uty Kirk Mays tried to revive 
the child but were unable to, 
the news release said. They 
began investigating and de-
termined that Kilburn had left 
the child with her boyfriend’s 

brother, who had no experi-
ence caring for newborns, the 
news release said. 

The boyfriend’s brother 
had not been charged Tues-
day. 

The chi ld had been 
dropped off Saturday. 

Kilburn and her boyfriend, 
Johnathon L. Haynes, 32, of 
London, told Haynes’ brother 
that Kilburn’s other child had 
been critically hurt in a mo-
torcycle accident and was in 
a hospital in Tennessee, and 
they needed him to watch 
the baby, according to the re-

lease.
“It was determined that 

the child had not been hurt, 
and that the mother and boy-
friend had in fact been party-
ing for two days,” the news 
release said. 

Deputies found Kilburn and 
Haynes later in the night driv-
ing in the area. Haynes was 
charged with DUI and other 
traffic offenses. Kilburn, who 
was a passenger, was charged 
with abandonment. Both were 
being held in the Laurel Coun-
ty Detention Center. 

Baby dies, mother charged 
POLICE: LAUREL WOMAN ABANDONED GIRL TO GO OUT PARTYING

By Josh Kegley
jkegley@herald-leader.com 

Rachel Kilburn 
dropped off 

her child with 
her boyfriend’s 

brother, who 
had no experi-

ence caring 
for newborns, 

police say.

Josh Kegley: (859) 231-3197.  
Twitter: @HLpublicsafety. 

Marty Roe 
is accused 
of killing 

dermatologist 
Dr. Martha Post 
on Sept. 1. His 
trial has been 

set for January. 
Roe requested 
private counsel 
in May, but he 
soured on his 

attorneys when 
prosecutors 

said they had 
“all this evi-

dence” against 
him.
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See an updated photo gallery 
of fugitives from the Fayette 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
Kentucky.com/mostwanted

Lexington gas prices 
approach $4 a gallon
Lexington: National and international supply 

problems, an approaching hurricane and an 
upcoming holiday weekend affected gas prices 
throughout the country Tuesday and helped push 
prices in Lexington near $4 for a gallon of regular 
unleaded. 

The majority of gas stations in the city were 
selling regular unleaded for $3.95 per gallon Tues-
day, a price not likely to fall by much until after 
Labor Day, when gas prices typically spike due 
to increased demand, said Christopher Oakford, 
spokesman for AAA of the Bluegrass.

The increases were spurred by fears that Hur-
ricane Isaac could damage oil rigs in the Gulf of 
Mexico. About 25 percent of rigs and some tanking 
operations had stopped to prepare for the hur-
ricane, Oakford said. 

An explosion at Venezuela’s largest oil refinery 
Saturday, which reportedly killed more than 40 
people, also created shortages.

Oakford said gas prices would likely fall after 
the holiday weekend, and he encouraged motorists 
to “keep their eye on the longer picture.” 

“This will be a short-term thing, provided of 
course that Isaac doesn’t cause a lot of damage to 
the refineries,” he said. 

Assault charge in shooting
Berea: A Berea man has been charged with 

second-degree assault in the weekend shooting of 
another man, Kentucky State Police said Tuesday.

Bobby Wills, 47, is accused of shooting Andrew 
Olson, 35, early Saturday morning on Wolf Gap 
Road in Madison County, state police said in a 
news release.

Olson, who was shot in the shoulder and 
back, was initially treated at the St. Joseph Berea 
emergency room and later went to University of 
Kentucky Chandler Hospital in Lexington, said 
Trooper Paul Blanton, public affairs officer for the 
Richmond post. Olson has been released from UK 
Hospital, Blanton said.

Wills was taken to the Madison County Deten-
tion Center in Richmond. A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for Sept. 5 in Madison District Court, 
Blanton said.

At that time, a judge will hear evidence to 
determine whether there is probable cause to send 
the case to grand jury for possible indictment.

Delivery driver robbed
Lexington: Police were searching Tuesday 

for a man who robbed a pizza delivery driver at 
gunpoint Monday night and stole his car.

The delivery driver was robbed at 11:22 p.m. at 
a home in the 500 block of Lin Wal Road. 

The man went to the home, but nobody an-
swered the door. As he returned to his vehicle, he 
was approached by 6-foot-tall black man wearing 
black. The man approached the delivery driver 
and brandished a gun, spokeswoman Sherelle 
Roberts said.

The man took cash and then drove off in the 
delivery driver’s Pontiac Grand Prix.

Roberts said police found the vehicle about 
an hour later on Rogers Road. When officers ap-
proached the vehicle, the driver and a passenger 
ran from the vehicle toward Interstate 75, she said. 

Girl dies after ATV wreck
Letcher County: A 2-year-old girl died Sunday 

from injuries she suffered in an in an all-terrain 
vehicle wreck earlier that day in Letcher County, a 
coroner said. Letcher County Coroner Marty Baker 
declined Tuesday to identify the child, whom he 
said was a passenger on the ATV. She died at a 
hospital in a Kingsport, Tenn.

Baker said Kentucky State Police were investi-
gating. Officials at the Hazard state police post did 
not have more information Tuesday.

Remains indicate scalping
Bowling Green: Human remains found about a 

year ago in Kentucky belonged to a woman of Na-
tive American descent who appears to have been 
scalped, state police said Tuesday.

Detective Chad Winn told The Associated 
Press that the case is being investigated as a pos-
sible hate crime.

Forensic examiners found markings on the 
skull consistent with a scalping, he said.

By examining the structure of bones and teeth, 
investigators determined the woman was likely of 
Native American descent.

College students searching an area of Barren 
County near the Cumberland Parkway for a rare 
tree stumbled across the remains in August 2011. 
A search by investigators turned up bones scat-
tered in a culvert over a 100-foot area around mile 
marker 8.

Winn said forensic examiners determined that 
the woman was about 6 feet tall, was between 
20 and 50 years old, and had been killed by a 
shotgun blast between one and 15 years ago.

Winn said it appears someone dumped the 
woman’s body near where it was found.

Winn said there’s little evidence to help authori-
ties identify the woman.

“We’re grasping at straws,” Winn said. “We hit 
a dead end.”

Crash kills Floyd woman
Floyd County: A Floyd County woman died 

Monday in a one-vehicle crash, according to 
Kentucky State Police.

Larrel Duncan, 63, of Hueysville was driv-
ing north on Ky. 7 when she lost control and her 
vehicle hit a rock embankment, according to a 
news release.

Duncan was pronounced dead at the scene.
STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

Corrections
The Herald-Leader corrects all significant errors 

that are brought to the editors’ attention. If you 
think we have made such an error, please call our 
newsroom at (859) 231-3200 or 1-800-950-6397 
after 9 a.m. on weekdays or after 3 p.m. on week-
ends and holidays.

Enough is enough when 
it comes to powerful, noisy 
fireworks in Fayette County, 
Urban County Council mem-
bers say.

After council’s work ses-
sion Tuesday, members are 
poised to ban the sale, pos-
session or use of aerial fire-
works that have been legal 
in Lexington for the last 
two Fourth of July celebra-
tions.

Under the law, so-called 
novelty fireworks such as 
fountains, sparklers and 
smoke bombs would still be 
legal. The law would not af-

fect large fireworks displays 
at events such as the city’s 
Fourth of July celebration or 
Lexington Legends baseball 
games. 

Violators of the proposed 
ban would pay stiff fines.

The penalty for illegally 
buying or denoting disal-
lowed fireworks would be 
$250 for a first offense, $500 
for a second and $1,000 for a 
third. Companies caught sell-
ing fireworks would be fined 
$2,000 and face six months 
of jail time.

Council will give first 
reading to the proposed ban 

Lexington draws 
closer to ban on 
aerial fireworks

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

See FIREWORKS, A5

The team from Embassy 
Suites won the Bluegrass 
Hospitality Association’s first 
Hospitality Games at Triangle 
Park on Tuesday, beating out 
teams from several other lo-
cal businesses. Among the 
events were a waiter race, a 
toilet paper toss, the Tacky 
Tourist Trot, a pillowcase re-
lay and Hospitality Hockey. 
The games raised money for 
scholarships. 

MOSTLY 
FUN IN 
THESE 
GAMES Kentucky Ale team members bit their silver medals at the close of the first 

Hospitality Games at Lexington’s Triangle Park on Tuesday.

Travis Feck of Embassy Suites took a swipe at a pineapple during the final event, Hospitality Hockey. Embassy 
Suites won the Bluegrass Hospitality Association event, which raised money for scholarships.

PHOTOS BY MATT GOINS

Veronica Goff of Kentucky Ale 
adjusted her oversize eye-
glasses during her turn to run 
in the Tacky Tourist Trot in the 
Hospitality Games.
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