
Independent
The W W W . D A I LY I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41101 ©                               WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 2012                          50 CENTS DAILY/$1.50 SUNDAY

IN
D
EX TODAY’S WEATHER

HIGH ....85
LOW ....58

FULL
FORECAST,
PAGE A10

DEATHS..........................A4
REGION ..................A2, 4-6 
BUSINESS......................A6
OPINION ........................A8
SPORTS........................B1-4

How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

OLIVE HILL The committee look-
ing at possible consolidation of
Carter County’s two high schools
will have to wait for surveys to
come in to get a grip on public
opinion.

The committee had a public fo-
rum at West Carter Middle School
on Tuesday, but no one attended
except committee members, ad-
ministrators and a teacher.
Also, the committee will have to

revise its survey. Printed surveys
circulated in the district omitted
the pivotal question on whether re-

spondents would favor consolidat-
ing Carter County high school stu-
dents into one school or continue
sending them to East and West
Carter.
The survey oversight was the re-

sult of multiple revisions and was-
n’t an attempt at obfuscation, ac-
cording to committee member

Bud Wooton. “We’re not profes-
sional surveyors,” he said.
The committee also has posted

an online survey and will put the
consolidation question there.
Also under consideration is

building a single central vocation-
al school.
Consolidation of  the middle

schools is not under consideration.
Committee members spoke

mostly in favor of  the change. “It
would be a step forward for Carter
County to consolidate and go to
one high school,” said Jim Webb,

who also is the district’s mainte-
nance director.
With a single school the district

could better afford facilities and
programs that would boost aca-
demic achievement, he said.
West Carter High teacher Patty

Boyd spoke in favor of  separate
schools on the grounds a consoli-
dated school would be too big. “I
would hate, as a parent, for my
child to go to a school with 1,300
people,” she said.
There are about 1,400 students

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND Two of the three headline
performers for this year’s Summer

Motion festi-
val have been
booked.
Classic

rockers Bach-
man & Turn-

er will open the riverfront concert se-
ries on July 2, and up-and-coming

By RANDY PATRICK
Associated Press

FRANKFORT Leaders of
both parties in the legisla-
ture are working together to
provide sales tax relief  to
residents of  the 21 counties
declared disaster areas by
President Barack Obama
following the March 2 torna-
does.
Rep. John Will Stacy, D-

West Liberty, and Senate
Majority Leader Robert
Stivers, R-Manchester, were
joined by Speaker of  the
House Greg Stumbo, D-Pre-
stonsburg; House Majority
Leader Rocky Adkins, D-
Sandy Hook; House Minori-
ty Leader Jeff  Hoover, R-
Jamestown; Sen. Tom
Jensen, R-London; and oth-
er lawmakers in announc-
ing the emergency meas-
ures Tuesday.
The bill would offer home

and business owners a re-
bate of the state’s 6 percent
sales tax on construction
materials used to rebuild in
the counties where the dam-
age occurred. 
The Department of  Rev-

enue would send each owner
a tax rebate check after re-
ceiving documentation from
an insurance company or
the Federal Emergency

Management Agency and
receipts for the materials.
The bill would also in-

clude provisions to help
schools and school staff  by
authorizing the commis-
sioner of  education to de-
clare 10 additional disaster
days and to assure teachers
and other employees they
will not lose pay or benefits
as a result of the disaster.
“I think the people stand-

ing here together are a testi-
monial to the fact that when
Kentuckians get knocked
down, we get up together,”
said Stacy, whose town of
West Liberty was one of
those hit hardest by the
storms. “We’ve got people
from both sides of the aisle,

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLAND Pathways has so
many programs geared to
meet the needs of  so many
different people, even those
who’ve worked with the
agency for decades admit
they still discover new things
about the way everything
works.
On Tuesday, Pathways em-

ployees invited members of
the community to their offices
for a monthly outreach ses-
sion to share a little more
about what they do. They were
creating advocates and dis-
pelling some of  the miscon-
ceptions about programs de-
signed to help people with
everything from substance
abuse to mental challenges.
Becky Walker, a volunteer

Panel to revise consolidation survey

Reporter Tim
Preston took
this photo-
graph from
the eighth
floor of the
Sky Tower,
where Path-
ways was
conducting a
meeting on
Tuesday.

A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW Agency seeks to
gain advocates
Pathways programs
are many and varied
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Legislators
offer sales
tax help
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Members speak mostly in favor of a change
in Carter; second forum will be next week

“I think the people
standing here
together are a

testimonial to the
fact that when
Kentuckians get
knocked down, we
get up together.”
Rep. John Will Stacy,

D-West Liberty
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ABOVE: Bachman & Turner will be on the Summer Motion riverfront stage on July 2. BELOW: Rising country music group
the Eli Young Band will perform July 3.

Two headliners announced


