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By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

GREENUP The City of
Greenup’s 2010-11 fiscal
year audit reflects some of
the financial changes city
leaders have undertaken
in the last two years, but it
will take several more
years before a clearer pic-
ture of  better financial
health emerges, officials
said.
The audit was late in

preparation because of in-
ventory difficulties, but
there were no material
mistakes reported, accord-
ing to the document pre-
pared by Kelley, Galloway

and Co.
“I feel real optimistic in

the future that our audits
will be better,” said Mayor
Lundie Meadows, noting
the document reflects six
months of  his term in of-
fice. “We do see some ar-
eas we have to work on.”
During the July 2010

through July 2011 fiscal
year, Greenup’s general
fund expenditures totaled
$79,348 more than budget-
ed and tax revenues were
$20,541 shy of the $309,458
expected in 2010-11.
One sign of the improv-

ing financial situation,

GREENUP AUDIT

Signs point
to better
days ahead

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

LLOYD Band and choir
students at Greenup Coun-
ty High School sat cross-
legged on the floor in a
semicircle around a
diminutive man holding a
silver-trimmed instrument
almost as big as himself.
The man sat cross-

legged on the floor too, the
rounded body of  the in-
strument propped on his
bare right foot and its
long, 20-stringed neck sup-
ported in his left hand.
The students were

about as quiet as
teenagers can get, which
was a good thing, because

Music comes
in all shapes
and forms
Greenup students
experience traditional
Indian sitar and tabla

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLAND A golden wed-
ding band that once be-
longed to Mike Taylor’s
mother is believed to have
found an excellent hiding
place in the debris at the
bottom of the pond in Ash-
land’s Central Park.
The ring, which had

been attached to a “bubble
blower” during a wedding
practice that turned into a
legal ceremony on Easter
Sunday, “just bounced off
the ground and ended up in
the water,” as the bride and
groom, Mike and Bonnie
Taylor, exchanged vows
near the water’s edge.
The ring had been owned

by the groom’s mother, the
late Carol Pridemore, and
was described as a simple
band with a design around
it.
“I was taking the rings

off of it and they just fell to
the ground,” the groom
said shortly after the wed-
ding. “It about killed my
daughter because I lost her
grandmother’s wedding
band.”
Family members, partic-

ularly Taylor’s daughter,
tried to reach into the
chilly water to find the
ring, but had no luck in the
water, estimated at 4 to 5

feet deep. A toy ring was
used to make the wedding
complete, although every-
one involved seemed to

hold out hope the golden
ring would somehow be
found.
Ashland city employees

may have been the first to
take up the rescue mission
on behalf  of  the newly-
weds. City worker Mat Rice
said they had nets and oth-
er tools that might be used
to retrieve the ring, al-
though he was unable to
contact the newlyweds for
an accurate description of
the area where the ring was
last seen.
Members of the Ashland

Fire Department dive
team, however, realized the
ring could also play a valu-

Diving into
marriage

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND Thousands of  local
property owners in Boyd and
Greenup counties haven’t paid

their 2011 tax bills.
The bills, now delinquent,

amount to more than $1.8 million
in uncollected revenue between
the two counties. Local county
clerks offices have the unpaid bills

and are encouraging property
owners to contact them to see if
their property is on the unpaid
roles. 
County attorneys will not begin

sending property owners delin-

quent notices until the middle of
next month, but by then property
owners will owe another 1 percent
penalty on top of  the 21 percent
penalty added to bills when they
became delinquent earlier this

month. Sixty-day delinquent no-
tices will go out in June. An addi-
tional one percent penalty is added
for each month the bills go unpaid,
according to officials. 
Boyd County Clerk Debbie

Jones said there are 1,925 delin-
quent tax bills amounting to

$1.8M owed in overdue taxes
Thousands of Boyd property owners delinquent

Sandip Berman plays the sitar, an Indian instrument
with 20 strings.  MIKE JAMES/ THE INDEPENDENT

Search for
pond-sunk
wedding 
ring comes
up empty
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ABOVE: Ashland Fire Department engineer Carl Stambaugh, right, checks levels in the Central Park pond. Firefighter
Jared Chamberlain is in the pond preparing for a training dive that doubled as a search for a missing wedding ring.
BELOW: Firefighters Jared Chamberlin, left, and Jeff Crews wade through the pond. BOTTOM: Firefighter Joel Charles.
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