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Southland Drive,” said 
Paul Ray Smith of NAI 
Isaac, who represented the 
 property owner in the lease. 
“Things are very positive for 
 Southland Drive.”

The Battaglias hope to 
move A+ by August and plan 
to do so over one weekend to 
minimize downtime, Christie 
Battaglia said.

Besides having more 
room to display merchandise, 
the new location will offer 
expanded gaming areas and 
more space for signings by 
comics artists and writers.

“We’ll now be able to do 
regional tournaments for Yu-
Gi-Oh! and Magic,” she said. 
“We qualified before, but we 
never had enough space.”

The store averages 50 kids 
on Saturdays for Yu-Gi-Oh! 
tournaments.

The shop had stopped 
 doing signings “because we 
had so many people in the 
room,” she added.

Robert Kirkman, the 
famed writer of the comic 
The Walking Dead that is 
now a TV show on AMC, 
stopped in before Christmas 
for a signing at the shop, 
which has a shrine to the 
Central Kentucky native.

“We had a little over 350 
people in a two-hour span,” 
Christie Battaglia said.

And with all those people 
came parking problems for 
the store, which is one of 
a handful of retailers in its 
building.

“The reason we went 
where we are is location, 
 location, location,” Russ 
 Battaglia said. “Now that 
people know who A+  Comics 
is, we want to take that 
next step and have a bigger 
and better store with better 
 parking.”

Longtime customer 
Larry Profitt of Lexington 
 welcomes the change.

“It’s a very smart idea,” 
said Profitt, who plays 
in HeroClix miniature 
 tournaments at the store and 
buys comics for his 8-year-old 
daughter, Lindsey.

“With the amount of 
product they have, they need 
more space to put it out 
there,” he said. “There are 
potential customers who can’t 
see what there is to offer.”

Children like Profitt’s 
daughter are who Russ 
 Battaglia hoped to reach 
when he opened the store in 
2000, Christie Battaglia said.

He would take his son, who 
was 8 at the time, to other 

stores, “and a lot of them 
weren’t kid-friendly,” she said.

So he set out to open a 
store, even though he was by 
no means a comics expert.

“To show how little he 
knew, he ordered a Scooby-
Doo card game over Magic: 
The Gathering,” she said, 
 referencing the wildly popular 
game. “He figured everybody 
loves Scooby-Doo, and he 
knew nothing about Magic.” 

Christie says she, too, 
had never read comics, but 

with a goal of providing 
strong  customer service, they 
figured they would attract a 
customer base.

And the expansion proves 
they did.

“We give all the glory 
to God because he has 
 tremendously blessed us,” 
she said. “In this economy, to 
be able to upgrade is huge.”

Scott Sloan: (859) 231-1447.  
Twitter: @HeraldLeaderBiz.
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No word on whether “My Pet Monster” will get the shackles off in the new location, but there will be more than twice as much space, which means plenty of room 
for gaming, signings and regional tournaments. The Battaglias feel blessed. “In this economy, to be able to upgrade is huge,” said Christie Battaglia.
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All things Walking Dead are available at the shop. The writer of 
the comic, Robert Kirkman, is a Central Kentucky native.

Many comics buyers reserve their titles, which are held behind 
the counter in a “Reserved for VIP customers” section.

Collectible Star Wars figures are among the items stocked at  
A+ Comics, Games and Toys.

“We’ll now be able to do regional tournaments for Yu-Gi-Oh! and Magic.  
We qualified before, but we never had enough space.”

Christie Battaglia, A+ Comics co-owner
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Why Go Anywhere Else?

Over 17,000 customers 
in Kentuckiana

Temperatures are going up!
Window prices are down!

Visit our Showroom
1190 E. New Circle Rd., Lexington, KY 40505

Call Toll Free:
1-800-636-3212

Local Number:
859-243-0264

www.americaswindowusa.com

DEALER OF THE YEAR
30 WINDOWS ON DISPLAY 10 BATHS

NAMED 2011

0% APR
12 Months*

*Some restrictions apply.

Handicap Accessible Tubs & Showers


