
I was in the group of con-
cerned citizens for our U.S.
Representative Brett
Guthrie’s listening session in
Bardstown Jan. 26. It pro-
vided a nice dose of (much
needed!) hope.

About 50 were in the
room. Guthrie had prelim-
inary remarks and updates
and then various ones posed
questions and concerns.

His expressed concern for
the common good beyond
party concerns, his thinking
through issues — both were
very encouraging. It is heart-
ening to hear that ‘everyone
wants the U.S. to be better’;
we agree on goals, some-
times disagree on how to
attain them.

He noted that though 30
bills passed in the House,
only three had the necessary
passage in the Senate. Topics
covered: banking regula-
tions, drilling in the Gulf;
that jobs, the economy and
debt are the three primary
issues, a clarification be-
tween discretionary and
entitlement spending.

It was acknowledged that
our two wars (one of which
has been concluded, the
other is winding down) had
been big drivers of the debt
but more broadly we were
not addressing the causes of

our debt (yet).
Entitlements, especially

Medicare and less so Social
Security at the moment —
and there are other entitle-
ments beyond them — have
long been foreseen as chal-
lenging. We have smaller
families, our society is thus
aging fast now, and the stress
grows on Medicare to pay
out.    Of course, we didn’t
get an adequate new health
law, the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act,
that addresses the high costs
of health care. (Who is re-
sponsible for this?)

So often a point was made
as various ones raised ques-
tions: “we can’t afford it…”
Previous questions though:
what are our priorities in

spending and in seeking
revenue? Will any of our
choices around Medicare
and by extension Medicaid
and Social Security work if
based on current income to
each with no further
revenue? Do we really want
to risk returning to a time
when really big numbers of
our older people are in dire
poverty — remember the
dog food eating days? Is it
terrible enough already  that
so many of our precious
young people live in poverty
— and they are our future?

We have an aging popu-
lation.  Why do we resist
wise comprehensive immi-
gration reform that would
legally boost our pool of
younger people contributing
to the public funds?

Is everyone important,
have inherent dignity? Are
all gifts basically given for
the benefit of all? Or not?  

In the “we can’t afford it”
consideration — who are in
the implied “they”?

A practical  point in our
citizen conversations: call
things by their correct name.
Specifically, using any
nickname for our new
healthcare law seems to
evoke strong opposition
among some and compli-
cates our consideration  of an

already
public 
name i
Act” or
tection
Act.”
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by private haulers as well as from the City of
Bardstown, from Marion County and of course
the county pickup serv-
ice. Compared to sur-
rounding counties the
Nelson County fees
would still be on the
south side of reason-
able.

There is no doubt the
costs associated with
running the landfill are
increasing. The City of
Bardstown is charging
sharply more money to
process the wastewater
pulled from the bottom
of the landfill (leachate)
and pumped to the
wastewater treatment
plant. Several of the
trucks used for the
county trash pickup
service must be replaced soon. Two are 15-year-
old models with more than 200,000 miles logged.
A small increase now to reflect those costs of
doing business and trying to keep ahead of the
curve could be justified, but the magistrates need
to hold off for the present on any sizable jump in
an attempt to bank money for the future expansion
of the landfill.

Even if we are eight years out from the need to
develop a new phase of operation, socking money
away now would mean a hardship on low- and
fixed-income residents. Yes, future costs of devel-
opment will be higher and avoiding the need to
bond the expense would be prudent but a slower
approach would be better.

Almost from the very start the landfill has oper-
ated by virtue of fees, meaning it has no current
debt service for capital projects for buying more
land or equipment. With all of that said we feel a
gradual increase during the coming years to keep
the operation viable is the better approach.
Through the foresight of past courts we have been
able to keep trash handling costs relatively low
while providing other services such as the bulky
item pickup each year and dead animal removal.

The go slow strategy has served us well and we
hope the court will continue this philosophy.
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A citizen ponders...

Recently, I was accused of
having Anglophilia. Now
before anyone gets their
knickers in a knot, that
simply means an admiration
of England and all things
English.

I thought about it a while
and maybe I am a bit en-
amored with England as well
as Scotland, Ireland and
Wales.

Don’t get me wrong, I
love America, am proud to
be a citizen. And let’s face it,
basketball and football beat
soccer and cricket any day.
But there’s something about
the homeland of my an-
cestors.

I scanned the Internet for
some insight on what marks
someone as passionate about
England and here’s what I
discovered.

Fans of England tend to
love the British accent. This
might be confession time. At
home, when no one is
around but the dogs, I often
find myself speaking in a
British accent. It just sounds
so proper and distinguished.

As for English royalty, I
know some people think it’s
cheesy and corny but I think
it’s kind of cool. It might be

part of what made me ab-
solutely adore “The King’s
Speech” last year.

Another mark is a love of
English history. I was a
history minor in college and
took a class on Tudor-Stuart
England and it was my fa-
vorite class ever.

The way of life and homes
are another draw. I would
love to live in a flat and shop
the local markets on my way
home from work. But more
than that, I would love a
cottage in the hillside near a
road speckled with crossing
sheep. Let’s not forget tea
time and fish and chips. Call
me crazy, but I also love

rainy days.
A love of British tele-

vision and movies is also a
must. It’s as if a British
accent makes it even better.
This, too, is me. My favorite
television programs come
via the BBC on PBS. “Mas-
terpiece Theater” is my
favorite and I couldn’t wait
for a new season of
“Downton Abbey,” as a
bonus “Sherlock” episode
has been airing lately. My fa-
vorite British series, now in
reruns, is “As Time Goes
By.” Because I do not have
cable I have only seen one
episode of “Dr. Who” but I
am almost certain it would
be one I would follow.

Another sign is a love for
British humor. I don’t know
what it is but those Brits are
pretty funny. Except for
Ricky Gervais, he’s just rude.

Castles. I think that’s self
explanatory.

James Bond. Again, no
explanation necessary.

Possibly the biggest draw
for me is the literature. My
favorite authors all come
from across the pond: Jane
Austen, C.S. Lewis, J.R.R.
Tolkien, Charles Dickens
and the like. I love, love,

love, lo
As I

guess I
United
Celtic m
shephe
chips a
Mumfo

Com
dogs ar
country
and We
an acci

And
with B
accents
attracti
Firth an
just a f
latter b
vorite.

One
British
hillside
the Sco
visit th
Eagle a
Inkling
Tolkien
writing

But 
“Maste
reread 
practic
ulary w
telly.

Che

A love of jolly ole England
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The hikes are
coming at a
time when the
economy
appears to be
on the cusp of
at least a partial
recovery and
most people
would 
appreciate at
least a little
breathing
room...


