
THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE

Why do all the television and
slde come to Eastern Kentucky
tH1 nn Annalachla?

HITESBURG LETCHER COUNTY.
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This Is a question we hear frequently from local reside nts, and
just recently we heard it from an outsider an officer of the
Salvation Army who could not understand why the recent CBS

telecast on "Christmas in AppalacMa" centered on Kentucky
rather than on Pennsylvania or Tennessee or West Virginia.

We told him, as we have told so many others, that the reason
is simple: Of all the poverty that exists in Appalachia, which
is considered the most depressed area In the United States to-

day, the worst poverty Is that found in Eastern Kentucky. Thus
it is only natural that when "outside" reporters want to find a
graphic picture of Appalachian poverty, they come to Eastern
Kentucky, where it is the most intense.

Statistics bear out their choice.
While there exists no complete statistical picture pf either

Letcher County or Eastern Kentucky as a whole, the studies of
the area which have been made in recent years yield enough
to point up the desperate situation.

For example, these, from the report of the President's Appa-

lachian Regional Commission:
57.3 per cent of the families in the Appalachian region of

Kentucky (that's all of Eastern Kentucky) have yearly incomes
of. less than 53, 000. This is the highest percentage of any Ap-

palachian state, and the nearest to Kentucky is Virginia with
42.5 per cent. In the United States outside Appalachia, only
20.5 per cent of the families have incomes of less than $3,000
a year.

3.6 per cent of the families in Eastern Kentucky have incomes
of $10,000 or more a year. This is the lowest ot any Appalach-
ian state. The next lowest Is the Appalachian portion of Virginia
with 5.0 per cent. For the United States outside Appalachia,
15.6 per cent more than four times the percentage In Eastern
Kentuckyof the families have incomes of 510, 000 a year or
mere.

The average per capita income in the Appalachian counties
of Kentucky Is 5341. That's the lowest of any Appalachian
state, followed by Virginia with 51,008. In the rest of Ken-

tucky, outside Eastern Kentucky, the average per capita in-

come Is Sl,519--almo- st twice what it is in Eastern Kentucky
and for the state as a whole it is 51,321.

For the United States outside Appalachia, the average per cap-

ita income is 51,901 a year.
The unemployment rate in the Kentucky portion of Appalachia

is S. 3 per cent, more than double the 1950 rate of 3.6 per cent.
This Is the highest rate of joblessness in Appalachia. Next is
West Virginia with 8.3 per cent unemployment, less than double
its 1950 rate of 4.8 per cent. The unemployment rate in the rest
of the United States is 5.0 per cent, an Increase of only .2 per
cent over the 1950 rate of 4.8 per cent.

The percentage of civilians 14 and over in the labor force in
Eastern Kentucky Is 39.2, the lowest of any Appalachian state.
This Includes 60.8 per cent of the men and 18.0 per cent of the
women. For Kentucky as a whole, the percentage of both sexes
is 49.0 (71.7 per cent of the men and 27.1 per cent of the wo-

men), and for the pan of Kentucky outside Appalachia, the per-

centage is 52.9 per cent of both sexes (76 per cent of men and
30. 6 per cent of women). For the United States outside Appa-
lachia. the total employment rate is 55.86 per cent 77.92 per
cent of the men and 35.02 per cent of the women.

In Eastern Kentucky, 22.1 per cent of the population over 25
years of age has less than five years of schooling. This is the
highest percentage of uneducated persons in any Appalachian
state. Next highest Is Virginia with 19.2. In Eastern Ken-
tucky, 17.4 per cent of persons 25 and over have four years of
high school or more. This Is the lowest percentage of nigh
school graduates of any Appalachian state. Georgia has the
next lowest percentage, 22.8. In Eastern Kentucky, only 3 per
cent of the population 25 or over has completed four years of
college or more. This is the lowest of any Appalachian state,
with oeorgla next lowest with 3. 7 per cent, tor Appalachia as
a whole, 11.6 per cent have less than five years ofschool,
32.3 per cent have high school or more ana 5.2 per cent have
four years of college or more. For the United States outside
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by LARRY CAUDILL
H you were bom In the Twen-

tieth Century Into this vale of
Iniquity you will recall that our
modes of transportation were
limited. We traveled afoot or
by animal powermule, horse
or ox in that first decade of the
century which has seen the most
momentous developments In the
history of mankind.

It so happened one year that two
of Uncle D. 's milch cows had
bull calves. It was Inevitable
that they should become a team
of oxen. ' It was natural that the
making of a team of them should
devolve upon his son, Little R.

B., and his playmates of ge

boyhood.
Little R. B. was venturesome

and energetic. Joe Rogers was
a blithe spirit, ready for any
adventure. Verlon Rogers and
my bigbother Fred were the jud-
icious type, prone to think a
thing through to Its ultimate end
before embarking upon it. They
wanted to pick out the size of
logs we would haul with the team
of Dull calves, even before we had
broken them to the yoke. I guess
I just went along for the ride,
when, as and If it became poss-

ible.
Breaking the two yearling bulls

to lead, then to ride, separately,
was a wild and hide-abradi-

process both on our own and
their hides.
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Meanwhile a yearling-siz- e yoke
outfit was being fashioned of
maple or poplar wood with cross-
cut saw, broadaxe, drawing
knife and auger. The bows were
bent in lithe green hickory and
seasoned in the proper shape.

Now came the moment of
truth, the hour of destiny, the
time of decision getting the yoke
on the yearlings. They would
fight to the death against the
infringement of their liberties;
the end of their calfhood.

We were warned that disaster
might result if a calf "turned
the yoke. " The calf would lie
down and toll, twisting his
neck in the yoke and choking
himself to death. That's why the
keys which fastened the bows In
the yoke were quickly removable
so the yoke could be loosed be-

fore the calves were harmed.
When all was ready R. B. took

charge of one calf, Fred the
other. They talked and petted
and cajoled and at long last got
the yoke In place.

The calves were named Berry
and Buck. The latter was sort
of a stolid, docile character.
but Berry was temperamental,
to say the least.

They fought each other most
of each day In the pasture, but
lay down quietly together at
night. They were bound to ob-
ject to being forced to work
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Appalachia, only 8 per cent have less than five years of school,
while 41.8 per cent have four years of high school or more and
7.9 per cent have four years of college or more. To put it another
way. Eastern Kentucky has nearly three times as many citizens
with less than a fifth-gra- de education as the rest of the country,
about 60 per cent less mgh school graduates than the rest of the
country, and about 60 per cent less college graduates than the
rest of the country.

In Letcher County, Kentucky, between 30 and 35 per cent of
those who start first grade do not complete high school.

In Letcher County, Kentucky, there are only 375 persons who
have completed college. This is only 1.4 per cent of the po-
pulationwell below the average even for Eastern Kentucky as a
whole. Only 6. 7 per cent of the Letcher County residents (1, 820)
have completed high school. This again is well below the Eastern
Kentucky average. Those with less than five years of school to-

tal 11. 6 per cent; this a better showing than for Eastern Kentucky
as a whole.

In Eastern Kentucky, the average amount of savings on deposit
per person is 5186. This is the lowest in all of Appalachia,
followed by Alabama with 5257. The average for Appalachia
as a whole is 5514 and for the United States outside Appalachia
the average is 5920.

In Appalachia as a whole, 73.4 per cent of the housing is
sound, 19.1 per cent is deteriorating, and 7.5 per cent is

In the rest of the UnitedStates, 81.9 per cent of
the housing is sound, 13.4 per cent is deteriorating and 4. 7 per
cent is delapidated. In Letcher County, Kentucky, according
to a survey made recently, 75 per cent (5, 053) of the 6, 738
homes are substandard that Is, they are deteriorating or de-

lapidated.
Grim as tne picture these statistics paint is, we have to face

the fact that the picture probably is even darker. For these fig-

ures are based on the 1960 census, and in the five years since
that census was taken, Eastern Kentucky has continued downward
while the rest of the country has enjoyed unprecedented prosper-
ity. Thus we cannot run fast enough even to stand still, and the
gap between Eastern Kentucky and the rest of the nation grows
ever wider.

Why do they come here to look for poverty? Because this Is
where the poverty is.

WRONGFUL CONVERSION OF FUNDS?
The Times is not among those who oppose for the mere sake

of being "against" something. It appreciates any sincere ef-
fort to lift tne region which is commonly referred to as Appa-
lachia from the misery which is compounded of lack of educa-
tion and training and economic opportunity; of despoliation of
natural resources, including the human, and of the isolation
which paralyzes ambition as well as progress.

We believe that the Appalachian Program is a "must, " and
at the same time we believe that the ed War on Pover-
ty meets many real needs. It is true that Floyd and other
counties of Appalachia have their shining examples of eco-
nomic development and success, but these stand as individual
battles won. The federal government's interest lies in winning
the war.

Having endorsed what we consider a mounmental effort to
help a neglected part of America, we turn to register a protest
against one phase of the War on Poverty. That is the setting
of men to work at a wage of 51 an hour, at public expense, to
reseed strip-mi- ne spoilbanks.

These spoilbanks were created at a profit to private interests
and to the detriment, present or potential, of the public inter-
est. This fact has been recognized by Kentucky's General As-

sembly at least enough to cause it to enact legislation provid-
ing that strip-mi- ne operators shall do a certain amount of work
to restore the land despoiled by such mining, including the

of spoil banks.
In vie.w of these facts, it simply appears that public funds are

being diverted to do for the mine operators a job which state
law has already said they must do for themselves.

THE FLOYD COUNTY TIMES, Prestonsburg, Ky.

PERSUADED BUT NOT

It had been suggested by older
heads that the first thing they'd
do would be to throw their hind-
quarters apart and possibly break
a neck. There was a method
of possibly forestalling this ma-
neuvertying their tails together.
Fred managed to get their tail
brushes securely plaited together.

Holding the halter llnesf R. B.
gently suggested that the animals
move forward

Berry was the first to realize
that yoke was around his neck.
He threw a conniption fit.

He shook his head, walled his
eyes, bawled all four feet
left the ground. When he lit,
on a hip, he bucked again with
all of his terrified might, spring-
ing outward.

And his tall came off. Several
Inches of the hide that tooted the
brush of his tail slipped off and
left his tailbone bate.

The handlets got the yoke free.
The rest of us boys headed for
home at speed. We figured
there would be the devil to pay.

Surprisingly, there was no great
trouble. But the breaking process
was gone through all over again
and ft was months before we had
the bull-tea- m trained to snake
firelogs out of the mountain.

It seems to me there might be
a couple of morals to this tale
of the bull's tail.

It reminds us some of us mount-
aineers. we can be instructed,

CT .'. is

1965

DRIVEN

persuaded and led. But try to
drive us and you might find a
whole passel of yoke-turne- rs on
your hands.

Put yourself In the place of the
bull and there's a moral object
too strenuously to the inevitable
and you're liable to lose your
tail)

Many years later, when he was
Dr. F. W. Caudill of the State
Board of Health, brother Fred re-

called the battle with the bulls
and pointed to the latter moraL

He was apt to find a good point
in most any incident in an event-
ful life of service to his fellow
man.

Of which possible more later.

Current comment:
Changes needed

"In a land of wealth, families
must not live in hopeless povert-
y-

"In a land rich in harvest,
children must not go hungry.

""In a land of healing mira-
cles, neighbors must not suffer
and die untended.

"In a land of great learning
and scholars, young people
must be taught to read and
write "

-P- RESIDENT LYNDON BAINES
JOHNSON, in inaugural speech
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Comic war
Battle between offices
of good living and
local pride familiar
If you are not a regular reader

of Al Capp's "Li'l Abner" com-
ic strip, you may want to take
a special look at it durirg the
next few weeks.

Capp apparently Is embarked
on some social commentary in-

volving the residents of his myth-
ical "Dogpatch, " Kentucky, and
representatives of several agen-
cies of the United States govern-
ment.

To bring you up to date: Basil
Ratbone, a mouse, happened to
get inside the building housing
the button" which must be pushed

to send American missiles toward
Russia. The officer in charge
threw his shoe at Basil and knocked
the mouse against the button, thus
launching a missile. A hot-li- ne

telephone conversation was held
Immediately, and President John-
son guaranteed Russia that he
would turn the missile around and
drop it somewhere in the United
States. Then he had to decide
where; he picked Dogpatch, be-

cause nobody there ever pays any
taxes and nobody there ever com-
plains to the government, so how
could anybody live there? But
Despatch's Senator Phogbound as-

sured him that indeed Dogpatch
did have residents so he dis-

patched a representative of the
federal Office of Good Living to
persuade the Dogpatch residents
to move to Shreveport, before
the bomb falls on them. (They,
of course, are not told that the
bomb is on Its way.) But the
OGL man hits a snag. The day
before he gets to Dogpatch, a
female representative of the fed-

eral Office of Local Pride (locat-
ed next door to OGL In Washing-
ton) convinces the Dogpatchers
that they are very brave to live
on nothing but trashy beans, and
now nothing in the world will
convince them to move.

Government agents urging mi-
gration, and government agents
urging us to be happy with what
we have are familiar to Eastern
Kentucky, along with the unbe-
lievable spectacle of two govern-
ment agencies urging the same
people to take courses of action
directly opposed to each other.

We don't Know where Capp is
heading, but If the future Jives
up to the promise of earlier ep-
isodes, "Li'l Abner" will pro-
vide interesting reading the next
few weeks.

WHAT IS POVERTY?

Poverty, for an individual or a
family, means too little income
for a socially acceptable way of
life. On a community level,
poverty means poor schools, In-
adequate medical services, and
lack of good roads. . ,

Due to the limited employment
opportunities and the inadequate
farms typical of poverty regions,
local governments often have tax
bases too small to properly support
schools and hospitals.

Although education isn't an
solution for poverty, it

can help future generations.
However, the schools In rural
areas typically have average ex-

penditures per pupil much lower
than those in urban areas.
School transportation costs ate
higher in rural areas, too. So
less mqney Is left for teachers' '
salaries to attract and keep the
best teachers.

An all-o- ut effort to wipe out
poverty could be well worth the
investment. Economists figure
that by 1980, improved work
opportunities for rural people
could add 40 billion dollars a
year to the gross national pro-
duct of the United States.
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