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DOCTORS ORDER 
GILLISPIE TO AVOID 

STRESS - C2

TAGGART: WKU 
LOOKING FORWARD, 

NOT BACK - C3

Jarredd Jarrell and Bry-
son Williams of Prestonsburg 
were a pass-happy, record-set-
ting duo on Friday night.

Jarrell, a sophomore quar-
terback, completed 18 of 27 

passes for a state-record 676 
yards and nine touchdowns in 
the Blackcats’ 83-49 victory 
over Pike County Central.

Jarrell broke the state re-
cord of 652 yards set by Dy-
lan Beasley of Nelson County 
just two weeks ago. Beasley’s 

performance was one yard 
better than the old mark set 
by Jesse Watts of Sheldon 
Clark in 1991.

Jarrell’s nine TD throws 
tied the state record.

Williams, a senior receiver 
and son of former University 
of Kentucky standout Brian 
Williams, had eight catches 

for a state-record 357 yards 
and five TDs. Patrick West of 
Franklin-Simpson had the old 
receiving mark of 325 yards, 
set in 2002.

“The thing about it was, 
it wasn’t a blow-out game,” 
Prestonsburg Coach John 
DeRossett said. “It was a sev-
en to 14-point game most of 

the night, so it wasn’t like we 
were running up the score.

“We couldn’t run the ball, 
but we’ve got athletes on the 
perimeter so we were throw-
ing it to them.”

The 5-foot-10, 155-pound 
Jarrell threw for 950 yards 
and seven TDs in the Black-
cats’ first four games before 

putting up huge numbers 
against Pike Central.

Williams wasn’t Jarrell’s 
only target. Grant Anderson 
had five catches for 206 yards 
and four TDs. Adam Griffith 
and Alex Kidd combined for 
five catches and 113 yards.

“It was just one of those 

NEW MARKS FOR PASSING, RECEIVING IN KY.

Pass-happy Prestonsburg duo sets state records
By Mike Fields

mfields@herald-leader.com 

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

See RECORDS, C4

Kentucky starts Southeast-
ern Conference play this week 
at Florida, but its coach an-
swered almost as many ques-
tions about his future as he 
did about his future opponent.

Joker Phillips said he’s too 
busy to worry about his job 
security as the coach at Ken-
tucky, but acknowledged that 
his players will hear the whis-
pers much more often than he 
will.

“I told our staff yesterday 
the players will hear it,” he 
told the media on Monday. 
“We won’t hear it. We’ll be 
buried in the office. We sense 
it, but we don’t get a chance 
to hear it because we’re bur-
ied in there trying to get 
ready for the next opponent.”

UK’s players acknowledged 
that there is lots of outside 
noise.

“You’ve still got class and 
stuff to go to and people know 
who you are, so you just have 
to tune it out the best you can,” 
junior linebacker Avery Wil-
liamson said. “Your friends and 
stuff talk. You just got to take it 
and just walk away from it.”

The players hear the talk, 
but they don’t talk about it 
amongst themselves, running 
back Jonathan George said.

“We don’t discuss that,” 
said George, who had three 
touchdowns in UK’s 32-31 
overtime loss to Western Ken-
tucky on Saturday. “He’s our 
head coach and we love him. 
We depend on him to coach 
us to win.”

Senior defensive end 
 Collins Ukwu concurred.

“It’s something that we as 
a team don’t think about,” 
Ukwu said. “The only thing 
Coach Phillips tells us is we’re 
all we got, basically. … We’re 
all we got, so we basically just 
play for each other. We’re our 
biggest fans right now.”

PLAYERS TUNE OUT 
FANS’ SPECULATION

By Jennifer Smith
jsmith3@herald-leader.com 

Phillips:  
I focus 

on team, 
not talk

See UK, C3

Williamson George

Campus police have charged 
three University of Kentucky foot-
ball players with possession of 
marijuana.

Running back Raymond Sand-
ers, cornerback Marcus Caffey 
and wide receiver Bookie Cobbins 
were all cited Thursday night, ac-
cording to a uniform citation filed 
by UK Police. They are due in 
Fayette District Court Oct. 9.

The citation states that while 

on patrol near the 700 block of 
Woodland Avenue around 9:55 
p.m. on Thursday, an officer no-
ticed a “strong scent of marijuana 
was coming from the basement 
area” of a building at Cooper-
stown Apartments.

Marijuana charges for three UK football players
By Jennifer Smith  

and Valarie Honeycutt Spears
jsmith3@herald-leader.com  

vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

See PLAYERS, C3Sanders Caffey Cobbins

Kentucky Coach Joker Phillips stood with his players before the Western Kentucky game Saturday night. The 
32-31 overtime loss has led to rampant speculation about his job security.
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With the vultures circling following 
Kentucky’s crushing 32-31 overtime loss to 
Western Kentucky University, Joker Phillips 
put the best face he could Monday on an 
adverse situation.

“I’m built for this,” the embattled Univer-
sity of Kentucky football coach said. “I was 
0-10-1 (as a Kentucky player in 1982). ‘We’ll 
get it turned. Stay together.’ We were 9-3 
(in 1984). And I’ve been around some head 
coaches that I’ve got a chance to watch go 
through this. We’re fine. I’m 
fine.”

After the loss to Sun Belt 
Conference foe WKU on 
Saturday, Phillips now stands 
12-16 as UK head man. The 
next five games for Kentucky 
(1-2) are against the nation’s 
No. 14, No. 7, No. 23 and 
No. 5 teams — plus a road 
trip to Arkansas.

I would be happy to be proven wrong, but 
with plunging Commonwealth Stadium ticket 
sales added in to what looks like a grim 
scenario in 2012, it’s hard now to see how 
Phillips survives this season.

Have I mentioned that I feel a little sorry 
for Phillips?

He has made some mistakes, but from the 
time he was named Kentucky’s head coach in 
waiting after the 2007 season, bad luck and 
bad timing have been his constant companions.

Start with the timing. In 2007, Phillips as 
offensive coordinator presided over one of 
the best offenses (36.5 points and 443 yards 
a game) in Kentucky history. That Andre’ 

Hard to 
place all 

blame 
on Joker

BAD BREAKS, TIMING HAVE 
UNDERMINED CATS’ COACH
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SATURDAY
Kentucky  
at Florida
When:  
12:21 p.m.
Records: UK 
1-2; Florida 3-0
TV: WKYT-27
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