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'Bruner's Town'
home for eight
generations

Walter Frederick can trace his
Jeffersoniown roots back five
generations to his maternal
great-great-gre- at grandfather,
Jeffersontown founder
Abraham Bruner. That's about
as far as anyone could go.

His great-gre- at grandfather, a
German immigrant named John
Augustus Frederick, came to
America in the late 1770's and
married Bruner's daughter,
Catherine.

John Augustus "owned 700
acres of land near Chenoweth
Run Road and served on the
first town board when Bruners
Town became Jeffersontown,"
Frederick said.

Thanks to years of research
by his late uncle. Warren
Frederick, Frederick today
knows "where every one of the
Frederick grandparents are
buried from John Augustus all
the way down.

"isn't that something," he
asked, "1 doubt that many

Advertisement
told of bank's
low interest

An early advertisement which
appeared in the Jeffersonian
was purchased by the Jefferson
County Bank.

The bank advertised capital
stock of $15,000, stockholders'
liability of $15,000 and $1,000
surplus.

"Safety first, then Liberality.
Steady saving is the best
assurance of a comfortable old
age. It is an absolute
preventative of 'rainy days."
Count over the men of
character, influence and
standing in your neighborhood
who have succeeded in life; you
will find that they all carry a
bank account; that's the whole
secret," the ad read. "Your
patronage is solicited. We pay
3 Vi interest on six months'
time deposits and 4 percent on
deposits for one year."
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people can go that far down the
line."

With so many generations of
ancestors, Frederick says he
often finds one where he least
expects .

"I didn't know until 1 made
an addition on my house and
had to go the courthouse
that the property I built on 35
years ago had belonged to
another of John Augustus
sons, my great-uncl- e Joseph
Frederick.

"And a few years ago, I

found out that there's an alley
down beside me that's called
Bruner's Alley. 1 knew it was
there, but I didn't know what
was called before that."

Frederick, whose children
and grandchildren (seventh and
eighth generation Bruner
descendents) live in the
Jeffersontown area, has
recently been able to track down
Bruner's one time home.

Bruner's house was located
on the corner of Taylorsville
Road and Watterson Trail
where Dr. Well's Drug Store
was in 1922, Frederick said.

According to the 1972
publication,
Past 175 published by
Jeffersontown Specialty Co.
Inc., this building subsequently
became a operated by
Clarence Omar and was
eventually torn down and
replaced by Yeager's Key
Market.

"1 remember the old Omar
store before was torn down

but I never knew was the
site of Bruner's house before,"
Frederick said.

Founder Bruner is buried in

an old cemetery across from a
street called Brunei's Way,
according to his great-great-gre- at

grandson.
"I'd imagine was

for him, but of course, 1 have
no way of knowing ... but
wouldn't it be something if he
could see Jeffersontown now?
He definitely wouldn't know
where he was, but I think he'd
like it," Frederick said.

In 1913, Members of Lutheran Churches In Jeffer-
son County
decided to incorporate as the Lutheran Orphan Home
of Louisville. Shortly It became evident that there
was a greatly need for a home for the aged and on
June 26, 1927, the Louisville Lutheran Home was
dedicated.

The old Mlttlcr house, built approximately 1833,
was also used as a Seminary for young women for a
while before being purchased by the Lutheran Chur-
ches.

When the new building was completed, the old
building began to be used as a storage area, but now
plans are being for a new use for the lovely old
building.
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IN 1904 the Jefferson County Bank was
organized and located in this building In

Jeffersontown that now houses the
Elliott Insurance Co. Just three years

Teacher
teaching

While her family history
dates back a mere 100 years (her
mother had arrived in
Jeffersontown in 1882 at the age
of 18), Virginia Carrithers has
taught so many of the
descendents of Jeffersontown's
early settlers thay many of
today's residents feel she's a big
part of Jeffersontown's past.

And indeed she is, for she
started teaching first graders in
the town around 1920. On the
high school level, she taught
home economics and art. She
started her teaching career in a
one-roo- m school in 1911 at the
age of 18, before coming to
Jeffersontown School.

"I taught children and even
grandchildren of some of my
early students," she recalled.
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"When they named a school
for me, nine years ago, Mr. Van
Hoose (then superintendent of
Jefferson County Public
Schools) said I'd "taught about
everybody." one family
the Hites 1 had seven
children."

Virginia Miller Chambers
remembers first grade classes
under Virginia Carrithers and
later high school classes for
both herself and her daughter.

remember walking down
the old Billtown Road a long
way to school when 1 was
young. I started grade school on
College Drive in Jeffersontown,
near where I live now, and in
the first grade I had Miss
Virginia Carrithers for a
teacher," she said.
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Our health insuranco
policy provides the
following benefits.

Does yours?
$100 deductible per person per year.
We pay 80 oi next $2,000 expenses and

100 oi remaining expenses up to maximum
of $1,000,000.

Doctor visits and prescription drugs are
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No diseases, except pre-existi- ones, are
excluded.
Can be written adults, ages 13SS and

dependent children under age 19.
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When Miss Carrithers retired
"the first time because was 70
and I had to, in 1963, then I

held six private classes at home
in art and home economics for
year," she said, "before they
came and asked me to help
organize school for the
handicapped."

The Kentuckiana Special
School for the Handicapped,
she says, was the
"accomplishment of her life."

She taught there for nine
years before retiring
permanently at the age of 80.

"I felt like 1 was spared for
that school," she said. "All the
experiences ot my life were used

they were preparation for
that for starting that
school."
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Jeffersontown Shopping Center
UHiisvuio. Kentucky C32CJ


