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effersonian spans 75 yars
Newspaper
once of county,
still serves
Jeffersontown
By MARYANN DAVIS

Staff Writer

When The Jeffersonian newspaper
rolls off the press every week, it's history
in the making.- In fact each new issue
adds to a story of community journalism
that spans 75 years.

This special section commemorates
The Jeffersonian's 75th anniversary.

The first issue of The Jeffersonian,
published June 13, 1907, by its owners,
business manager J. C. Alcock and
editor W. C. Barrickman, claimed to be
the first county-wid- e newspaper.

At that time,t an article in Shelby
County's Shelby News stated: "W. C.
Barrickman, formerly editor and
publisher of the Shelby Sentinel, will
launch "The Jeffersonian," a weekly
newspaper at Jeffersontown, Jefferson
County, some time between the first and
15th of June.

"It will be a n, four-pag- e

paper and will be devoted strictly to the
local news of the county. Outside of the
city of Louisville there is a population of
35,000 people for the paper to circulate
among, which would seem enough to
guarantee it success," the article
continued.

"Mr. Barrickman's many newspaper
friends will be glad to welcome him back
into the fold and wish him success in his
new venture."

The first issue of The Jeffersonian
promoted the fledgling publication as
"the youngest paper in the county's
oldest town," and boasted that "a
dollar (the subscription price for one
Vear) never purchased more."

For $1.50, subscribers were promised
a year of two weeklies The Courier
Journal and The Jeffersonian. Yes,
according to that first issue, the Courier
Journal was also a weekly then.

A $2.50 payment could purchase a
year of both The Louisville Herald,
which was published six days a week,
and the weekly Jeffersonian.

Billed as a "paper for the entire
county," The Jeffersonian had a cadre
of 60 correspondents individuals who
wrote about their own areas covering

Special issue
was long labor
for onewriter

While we're paying tribute to The
Jeffersonian and its 75 years of
newspapering, credit must be given
to Voice Newspapers Inc. staff
writer Maryann Davis for her
extensive efforts given to digging up
all of the information in this special
section.

Mrs. Davis logged many hours
combing through Filson Club
records and tracking down key
figures in the Jeffersonian's history,
having contacted each of the
newspaper's former owners who are
still living.

Since we're lauding this
newspaper's accomplishments over
the decades, it's only right to praise
Mrs. Davis for her thorough
coverage of the subject.

Jefferson County and beyond.
Areas covered in ' early The

Jeffersonian included: Lyndon, Long
Run, Harrods' Creek, Eastwood,
Prestonia, Fairmont, Wonhington,
Crescent Hill, Routt, Valley Station,
Kosmosdale Fern Creek, Shively,
Goshen, Anchorage and even a town
named Rabbitboro. Its market extended
as far as Mt. Washington in Bullitt
County. . .

The Jan. 2, 1908, issue announced
that Barrickman had sold out his
interests .to Alcock and moved to Texas.

Alcock, then sole owner as well as
publisher and editor, promised the
continuation of the newspaper "as long
as the people of Jefferson County
'continue' the same liberal support."

By the time Tommy Jones
joined the newspaper in 1913 as a
printer's devil, Alcock had sold half
interest in the newspaper to Carl A.
Hummel.

For young Jones, who was born at
nearby Tucker Station, it was to be an
association that would span almost half
a century. He had just finished his
education at Tucker School, which had
classes through the eighth grade.

Without money to continue his
education, Jones pursued a strong love
for type that was spawned by a toy
rubber stamp set he had as a child.

"I did any odd job they could find for
me," he recalls. "And every morning I

had to fire up the old, potbellied stove
that heated the office." His weekly pay
was $3.

"When I started, we had about 40
people writing about the county," Jones
said. "By that time it was probably in its
third location at 10410 Watterson
Trail."

The job was the beginning of a life-

long love for the printing business for
Jones.

"I don't know why, but it was all I

ever wanted to do," Jones said. "That
was just it."

In 1918 he-- bought out
Alcock's half interest and became the
weekly's sole owner in 1945.

Times weren't always easy during the
Jones years, and during the Depression
he recalls some real tight-mone- y periods.

"Hummel and I took what was left in
the cash box after, we'd paid all our
employees and sometimes it wasn't
much $5 or so. 7
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An accident in 1958 on a press day
determined the newspaper's future.

Jones' wife, the former Lucille Yann,
had fallen from a ladder and broken her
ankle. Complications eventually led to
an amputation.

Jones sold The Jeffersonian to Voice
of St. Matthews owner Al Schansberg in
1959, and Schansberg merged it with the
Voice in "about 1965."

"The health of my better half was the
main reason I sold out The
Jeffersonian," Jones said. "And also
help was so hard to get.

"When I first began, we used
linotype, but when I sold we had a
Miehle Press," he explained. "Offset
was" just coming in, but ours was still
hand-se- t type, and they (employees)
weren't out for hard work. 1 couldn't get
any employees who would help."

Lik,e The Jeffersonian, Jones is still
"in print" almost 70 years after he
started as a printer's devil. He operates
Ace Printers, a home-base- d, one-ma- n

business in a home the couple had built
in 1928 at 10405 Watterson Trail "just
across from my old newspaper office."

Schansberg said he was pleased with
his Jeffersonian acquisition.

"It was a really good county
newspaper for all the years Tommy
Jones had it," Schansberg said.
"Jeffersontown was then a largely rural
community, and that was about the time
growth shopping centers and
subdivisions was just starting.

"And for awhile we produced The
Jeffersonian on the old equipment, but
from an economy standpoint, we had to
change go to offset so we cpuld no
longer print the newspaper in its
Jeffersontown location.

"It wa$ only the changing community
and changing times that knocked it out
in a period when costs were getting
beyond the ability of the publisher to
maintain it," Schansberg said.

The problems with the newspaper, as
Schansberg recalls, were "due simply to
two things: one, the Jeffersontown retail
advertising community just wasn't
there; and, two, the loss of the legal ad
revenue.

"One of the premises on which I

bought The Jeffersonian in the ficst
place was that it was the county
newspaper and that it carried the legal
advertising for the whole county,
but . . . the law changed, so it knocked
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. STAFF members stood
outside the Jeffersonian
office In 1913, at left, that
today Is the office of a
construction firm.

out the legal accounts for all the papers
in the county. That immediately made
the going pretty rough over there."

(Kentucky statutes require that legal
advertisements be published in an area's
newspaper with the largest circulation.)

"We did well v-- advertising-wis- e and
circulation-wis- e but without the legal
advertising, we didn't have the
opportunity for growth.

"In a few years," he continued, "we
found that support was not there to keep
it going. We had to merge it with The
Voice and combined its circulation with
The Voice. The office on Watterson
Trail just off the square (Gaslight
Square) was closed, and it became The
Voice-Jeffersonia-

The Jeffersontown issue itself had a
remake front and back page, Schansberg
explained, and shared the other pages
The Voice,

"We made a very viable newspaper
for both communities in that manner,"
Schansberg said.

On May 1, 1971, Schansberg retired
and sold all of his newspaper interests to
Bruce VanDusen.

Looking back, Schansberg said.it was
about the time Jeffersontown started to
really boom in both commercial and
residential development.

Ironically, it was also the same year
that Schansberg served as president of
the Kentucky Press Association.

Today the former newspaperman
manages rental property and travels
extensively and is no longer involved in
the newspaper business.

He and his wife have just returned
from a 7,000 mile trip throughout the
country.

Publisher-owne- r VanDusen recalls
that "later on - at least two years (after
his acquisition) we divided it (the
newspaper) to The Voice and The
Jeffersonian and picked up The
Jeffersonian's original style and printing
head.

"It was an effort," he added, "to
make The Jeffersonian more a paper for
its own area."

The change was an attempt to honor
many Jeffersontown residents' beliefs
that the community could support a
newspaper of its own, just as it had
during the Jones period.

"It was Bruce's feeling after he
bought The Voice-Jeffersoni- an that an


