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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Nathanael Ozburn, 13, Cadiz
Though oftentimes you can

find Nathanael Ozburn on
stage at the Alhambra Theatre,
he said he prefers the visual arts
to the performing arts.
“I like drawing,” Nathanael

said. “It’s one of the few things
where there are no rules. It can
be whatever you want it to be
and no one can tell you it’s
wrong.”
Nathanael said he enjoys

drawing fantasy things the best.

“It’s so dif-
ferent and it
can really be
whatever
you want it
to be and it’s
easier to
me,” he said.
“With portraits and stuff you
have to study anatomy but
fantasy can be anything.”
Nathanael said he looks up

to artists such as Mark Crilley

who is a manga artist — man-
ga being the Japanese word
for cartoons or comics.
“They are these giant comic

books that are really cool and
I’ve always wanted to do
something like that,” he said.

Is there someone you know who deserves 

attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at

270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.

We’ll take it from there.

Hit and run
Kentucky man sentenced to
15 years for reckless homicide.
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THURSDAY

BY MARK SHERMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Concluding three
days of  fervent public disagreement, a
Supreme Court seemingly split over
ideology will now wrestle in private
about whether to strike down key parts
or even all of  President Barack
Obama’s historic health care law. The

justices’ decision, due this June, will
affect the way virtually every Ameri-
can receives and pays for care.
The court wrapped up public argu-

ments Wednesday on the overhaul,
which is designed to extend health in-
surance to most of  the 50 million
Americans now without it. The first
and biggest issue the justices must de-
cide is whether the centerpiece of  the

law, the requirement that nearly all
Americans carry insurance or pay a
penalty, is constitutional.
Wednesday’s argument time was un-

usual in that it assumed a negative an-
swer to that central question. What
should happen to other provisions, the
justices and lawyers debated, if  the
court strikes down the requirement? If

Court appears split over health care 

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A spine doctor who specializes in a devel-
oping surgery method — replacing faulty
spinal discs rather than fusing them — plans
to open a satellite office on South Virginia
Street next week.
Dr. David McCord, who has a

full-time practice in Nashville,
Tenn., grew up in Hopkinsville
at a house near Country Club
Lane and Fort Campbell
Boulevard. His father, Dr. Ger-
ald McCord, was a family doc-
tor here for 37 years.
David McCord said he prom-

ised his father he’d practice
medicine in Hopkinsville after
medical school. He later chose Nashville in-
stead because his specialties required him to
work in a larger market.
But taking on a partner in his Nashville of-

fice will let him treat some patients in Hop-
kinsville, he said.
Rather than a full-time, five-days-a-week op-

eration, McCord will schedule his office
hours here based on demand, he said. He
hopes to open the office one day each week.
In general, McCord said, spine surgeries de-

liver notoriously mixed results. Complica-
tions of  spine surgeries can cause severe
long-term damage.
“Everybody knows somebody who’s had

back surgery and is now worse off,” he said.

Spine specialist opening
Hopkinsville office

McCord

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Susan Clark, of Santa Monica, Calif., who opposes health care reform, stands in front of the Supreme Court in Washington on Wednesday with a red hand
painted over her mouth to represent what she said is socialism taking away her choices and rights.

School district defends test scores

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Dr. David McCord performing spinal surgery. McCord
plans to open a satellite office in Hopkinsville.

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

Growing up in southern
Georgia, Frank Brown still
remembers an American bi-
centennial celebration he at-
tended in 1976. He recalls the

event nostalgically, remem-
bering the massive crowd it
drew. 
“I remember how the

whole town came out,”
Brown said. “Everyone wore
hats and dressed up, and it
was a really, really big event.
(I remember) how involved
in politics everyone was.” 
Brown, now 46, is presi-

dent of  the Kelly Commu-

nity Organization. During
recent community meetings
in Kelly and Crofton, citi-
zens have spoken out about
feeling neglected by local
politicians, Brown said. 
“They would like to see

politicians pay a little more
attention to north Christian
County,” Brown said.
“Someone had the idea of
having a political rally.” 

The aim of  the rally is to
give politicians and citizens
a chance to come together. In
conceiving it, Brown
thought about aspects of  the
bicentennial celebration
and other political events he
attended as a boy, the politi-
cal buttons, the skimmer
hats, the way attendees

Old-fashioned political rally coming to Crofton
Organizers have invited
Romney, local candidates

Health care case draws supporters, protesters

SEE COURT, PAGE A9

SEE RALLY, PAGE A10
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Trayvon Inc: 
Fla. teen's case
turns into brand 
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Food For Thought:
UK, Cards set 
for state’s biggest
sports event ever 
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BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Administrators at Christian County
Public Schools repudiated a nationwide
analysis conducted by the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution that found “suspicious”
fluctuations in the district’s reading and
mathematics test results.
Out of  14,000 districts tested, 196 were

flagged by the AJC report released Sun-
day.
Of  the 196 districts, three — Jefferson,

Pike and Christian — are in Kentucky.
Counties were flagged for showing un-
usual spikes or drops in test scores from
2008 to 2011.
On Wednesday, Superintendent Brady

Link, Assistant Superintendent Rim Wat-
son, Lacy Elementary Principal Chris

Bentzel, District Assessment Coordinator
Amy Ramage and Enrichment Specialist
Leann Pickerill met with the New Era to
express their concerns about the AJC’s re-
port.

Methodology
In its initial story, the AJC was quick to

point out that the analysis does not prove
any districts were cheating. The AJC’s re-
port only “reveals that test scores in hun-
dreds of  cities followed a pattern that, in

Atlanta, indicated cheating in multiple
schools.”
In 2008, after a similar investigation, the

AJC uncovered a massive cheating
scheme employed by many schools in At-
lanta. Starting in September, the AJC
began asking for reading and math testing
data from 69,000 schools across 14,000 dis-
tricts for third- through eighth-graders.
From there, reporters and statisticians
grouped students into “classes.” A grouping

Nationwide analysis flags Christian County

SEE SCORES, PAGE A10


