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Edmonson County Sheriff Wil Can-
non said a person that his department
had been looking for was apprehended
over the weekend in Glasgow.
Kris Dillard, who Sheriff Cannon

wanted to talk to in connection with a
recent theft at Mike’s Boat Storage near
the entrance road to Nolin Dam State
Park, was arrested by Glasgow police.
Cannon said someone who heard Dil-

lard’s name called while at T. J. Sam-
son Hospital in Glasgow remembered
reading about Dillard in the Edmonson

News and called the dispatch center in
Brownsville. The person wished to re-
main anonymous, the sheriff said.
Cannon asked the dispatcher to con-

tact the Glasgow Police Department
who went to the hospital to check it out.
Police nabbed Dillard after a foot
chase. Cannon said he was lodged in
the Barren County Jail.
Dillard was wanted on warrants in

Edmonson, Hart, Warren and Larue
counties, Cannon said.

Michael Alan Wells, 44, of South
Alexander Creek Road, entered an Al-
ford plea of guilty as a jury trial was
ready to begin in Edmonson Circuit
Court last week. He was facing multi-
ple counts of rape and sexual abuse.
Wells appeared in court with his at-

torney, Gary Logsdon, and by agree-
ment with Commonwealth Attorney
Tim Coleman, the defendant withdrew
his plea of not guilty and entered anAl-
ford plea of guilty.
He pleaded guilty to 10 counts of sec-

ond-degree rape and five counts of
first-degree sexual abuse.
Wells had originally been charged

with 10 counts of first degree rape, 20
counts of first degree sexual abuse, 30
counts of first degree unlawful transac-
tion with a minor, six counts of first
degree sodomy and three counts of sec-
ond-degree unlawful transaction with a
minor.
Kentucky State Police arrested Wells

in December 2010 following an inves-
tigation.
Sentencing is scheduled for April 16

by Edmonson Circuit Court Judge
Ronnie Dortch.

Wells is allowed to remain free on his
current bond until sentencing.

Mammoth Cave Na-
tional Park generates $62
million for the south cen-
tral Kentucky area each
year, according to a re-
cent economic impact
study by the National
Park Service.
Beginning at the na-

tional level, the study re-
veals how the national
park system as a whole,
has a trickle-down effect
that pays out big divi-
dends to the communi-
ties adjacent to each
park.

“The Money Genera-
tion Model, developed
by Michigan State Uni-
versity, is a tool each
NPS area can use to cal-
culate its economic im-
pact on surrounding
communities,” said Su-
perintendent Patrick
Reed. “Mammoth Cave
has a sizeable effect on
the quality of life in the
caveland region.”
The Money Generation

Model is based on a
park’s annual visitation;
approximately 500,000

people visit Mammoth
Cave National Park each
year.
The program calculates

a park’s economic im-
pact in this manner:
*500,000 visitors

spend $32 million in the
park and surrounding
communities each year.
*Visitor spending sup-

ports 525 jobs.
*These park-supported

jobs generate $11 million
in take-home pay for em-
ployees.
*Take home pay spent

in area communities
multiplies to an added
value of $19 million.
*This spending has a

ripple effect ($32 million
+ $11 million + $19 mil-
lion) totaling $62 million
generated in south cen-
tral Kentucky.
“Mammoth Cave Na-

tional Park is an anchor
attraction for many
nearby tourism related
businesses,” said Reed.
“You can also look at
this as a return on invest-
ment of federal tax dol-

lars – the park’s $8 mil-
lion budget generates ap-
proximately $8 in
economic impacts for
every federal tax dollar
invested.”
Tourism is the third

largest industry and sec-
ond largest employer for
the state of Kentucky. In
2010 tourism contributed
more than $11.3 billion
to Kentucky’s economy.
Tourism has generated
more than $1.1 billion in
state tax revenue annu-
ally, supporting 169,258

jobs. In 2010 cave re-
gion tourism alone con-
tributed $514 million to
the region’s economy,
supporting 8,916 jobs for
the area.
“With numbers such as

these, tourism proves it-
self as an intricate part of
state industry and em-
ployment,” said Reed.
“The Money Generation
Model shows that Mam-
moth Cave has a positive
impact on Kentucky’s
tourism industry.”

Mammoth Cave pumps $62 million/year into local economy

C. B. Embry, Jr. has
filed as a candidate for
State Representative in
the 17th District. The dis-
trict includes Butler, Ed-
monson and part of
Warren counties.
“I have a proven ten

year record of supporting
legislation that promotes
fundamental moral fam-

ily values, job develop-
ment, education, family
farmers, veterans, the
truly needy and our
working men and
women,” said Embry.
“I have served as

Mayor of Beaver Dam,
Ohio County Judge/Ex-
ecutive (three terms) and
17th District State Repre-
sentative (five terms). I
have served as Treasurer
of the Republican Party
(two terms), and State
Chairman of the Ken-
tucky Young Republican
Federation (two terms). I
was named the Outstand-
ing Young Republican in
the Nation (presented by
George H. Bush), the
Outstanding Young Re-
publican in Kentucky

Wells pleads guilty
to rape, sexual abuse

Valentine’s Day - Feb. 14th
Jan Hayes at Madison’s & Marguerite’s Flowers in Brownsville arranges Valen-
tine teddy bears on display rack as the store prepares for one of its busiest sales
days of the year, next Tuesday.

Alert newspaper reader
helps in apprehending
man wanted by police

The Edmonson County Sheriff’s De-
partment is investigating a theft of con-
struction tools from the residence of
Penny Poteet on Wingfield Church

Road January 30.
Sheriff Wil Cannon said anyone with

any information is asked to call the
sheriff’s office at 597-2157.

Burglary is investigated
A single vehicle crash Thursday

around 1:30 p.m. on Hwy. 259 in the
Cedar Springs Community sent James
Welborn, 64, to The Medical Center in
Bowling Green. He was later trans-
ported to Vanderbilt Medical Center
where he died Saturday.
Sheriff Wil Cannon said Welborn, of

Cox Rd. in the Rocky Hill community,

ran off the road, came back on the road-
way, overcorrected, went back off the
road over an embankment and hit a
tree. He was not wearing a seatbelt
Cannon pointed out.
He was taken by Edmonson County

EMS to The Medical Center.
Cannon said he likely died as a result

of the injuries he received in the crash.

Driver dies following crash

Community Helpers...
South Edmonson Elementary students in the pre-school classes of Mrs. Karen Jackson and Mrs. Diana
Hillard get a first hand look at fire pumper of Chalybeate Fire Department. The students were doing a study
on ‘Community Helpers’.
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