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FRANKFORT (AP) En route
to having his jersey retired
by the University of  Ken-
tucky, Richie Farmer em-
bodied the traits of a storied
basketball program that’s
as deeply ingrained in the
culture of its state as any in
the country. He was a hard-
working, sweet-shooting
guard from Appalachia
beloved as part of  a stead-

Audit slams
hoops icon

By MARK MAYNARD
The Independent

ASHLAND The curiosity
of a 6-year-old has led to a
drive to help the homeless.
When Lexie Qualls saw

a man lying on a bench in
downtown Ashland one
Sunday morning, she
started asking questions,
said her grandmother,

Debbie Qualls.
“We kind of  started

talking a little bit,” Mrs.
Qualls said. “I told her he
was homeless, that he did-
n’t have a house. I don’t
know who the man is or
where his family is. I did
the best I could to explain
it to a 6-year-old.”

Girl does
her part 
in helping
homeless

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLAND Unless at least
$30,000 can be raised by
May 15, the Hillcrest-Bruce
Mission preschool will not
be able to operate next year.
“If  we are not able to

meet our goal to raise the
cost of  operating the pre-
school for a year ... then we
have to make a decision.
Actually the board has al-
ready decided,” said Randy
Loschert, executive direc-
tor of the mission.
Board members wrestled

with the tough decision to
shut down the preschool
for the 2012-13 year to raise
funds and open it again the

next year.
“No one wanted that to

happen, so we started this
little campaign to individu-
als and churches,” he said.
“I have found in this com-
munity and in my church,
if  you give God’s people a
goal — a real need — and

they’re blessed enough to
meet that need, they’ll
meet it.”
Loschert noted a gener-

ous donation arrived on his
desk Tuesday morning.
In one sense, the pre-

school is the only “dupli-
cate” service provided by

the mission in the Pollard
section of  Ashland,
Loschert said, explaining
children have half-day pre-
school and Headstart pro-
grams in the Ashland Inde-
pendent School District. At
the mission’s preschool,
however, children are
taught a biblically based
curriculum.
“In that token it is not a

duplication of  what they
can do in the public school
system,” Loschert said.
The mission has been

meeting needs in the com-
munity for 40 years,
Loschert said, and is
among many community-

Efforts under way
to save preschool

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND Boyd County sheriff’s
deputies on Monday night arrest-
ed three in connection with what
they say was a Detroit-to-Ashland
pill pipeline.

Artis D. Jenkins, 31, of  Detroit,
Joshua T. “Tag” Riffe, 29, of  Ash-
land, and Percy D. Hutchinson, 24,
of  Flatwoods, were lodged in the
Boyd County Detention Center,
charged with first-degree drug
trafficking. 
According to a news release

from the sheriff’s department,
deputies had arranged to make a
“controlled buy” of  narcotics.
Riffe delivered the pills to an
agreed-upon location on Roberts
Drive shortly before midnight and
was arrested on the spot.
Deputies were subsequently giv-

en permission to search a unit in
Creek Bridge Apartments. The
search turned up a large quantity
of  narcotics, along with cell
phones containing details of drug
deals allegedly made by Jenkins,
Riffe and Hutchinson.
It’s believed the trio were obtain-

ing the drugs they were selling
from the Detroit area, the sheriff’s
department said. Bus tickets were
found in the apartment indicating
they’d made numerous trips to the
city.
Additional arrests are pending,

the sheriff’s department said.

3 arrests connected to pills
Boyd sheriff’s department cites Detroit-to-Ashland pipeline
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ABOVE: Demonstrating language skills, Hillcrest-Bruce Mission preschool student Eli holds up his name in freshly
stamped play clay. Mission supporters are trying to raise $30,000 within the next two weeks to avoid closing the pre-
school for the 2012-13 year. BELOW: Preschool students T.J., Alexia and Julie get a hands-on lesson in things that float
and sink.

$30,000 needed 
in two weeks for 
Hillcrest-Bruce
Mission to avoid
2012-13 shutdown

LEXIE’S
BOX of LOVE

SUBMITTED

Lexie Qualls poses in front of some of the many items do-
nated to Lexie’s Box of Love to aide the homeless.

FARMER

“I have found in this community
and in my church, if you give

God’s people a goal — a real need
— and they’re blessed enough to
meet that need, they’ll meet it.”

Randy Loschert, executive director 
of Hillcrest-Bruce Mission
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