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Dear Angie: I recently 
bought a home with well 
water. I have always lived 
where city water was 
 available, so I’m getting 
used to dealing with a well 
and pump, and have some 
questions. 

I travel a lot and am 
sometimes away from 
home two weeks at a time. 
I worry in the winter 
about water in the house 
 freezing and bursting pipes. 
Would it be wise to turn 
power off to the pump at 
my  electrical panel  circuit 
breaker or would the 
pump be  damaged if left 
 unpowered for weeks at a 
time? 

For now I’m turning the 
water off at a main valve, 
but that leaves a run of  
pipe in the basement of 
about 15 feet that could 
burst and cause damage.  
— Jim W., Mechanicsville,  
Va. 

Answer: It’s smart that 
you’re being proactive 
and thinking about this in 
 advance. I think, because 
you are unfamiliar with 
your system, it’s a good 
idea to have a  consultation 
with a reputable well 
 system specialist in your 
area who can educate you 
on the ins and outs of your 
system. 

That said, as long as the 
heat in the house is not 
turned off — and you don’t 
lose power while you’re 
gone — your pipes should 
not freeze and burst. 
But I understand your 

 trepidation. So, my advice 
is to shut off the breaker 
to your well pump — make 
sure it’s the right switch 
and dedicated only to the 
pump and not something 
else — and the  isolation 
valve on the  supply line 
when you are not in the 
home for more than a few 
days. This is a good safety 
measure to take any time 
of year that you are gone 
for an extended period. 
In the event of any type 
of leak, the house won’t 
flood and suffer potentially 
catastrophic damage. 

By shutting off the 
breaker, there should 
be no harm to the well 
pump system, provided 
the pump system is in 
good  mechanical working 
order. However, you also 
should shut off the power 
to the water heater. In rare 
cases, a broken water line 
can  siphon water out of 
the  water heater, causing 
 damage to the unit. 

One last bit of  caution 
before shutting off the 
well pump system: first, 
make certain there is no 
 requirement for water 
during your absence, such 
as make-up water for your 
heating system, such as 
a hydronic system. If so, 
the water pump should be 
left operational. If you’re 
not certain about your 
system requirements, talk 
to a  reputable  heating and 
 cooling specialist in your 
area.

ANGIE 
HICKS

ANGIESLIST.COM

ASK ANGIE

Angie Hicks compiles the best 
advice from the most highly rated 
service pros on Angieslist.com to 
answer your questions. Ask Angie 
your question at askangie@ 
angieslist.com.

Shutting off well 
pump is good idea 
when gone a while

The Arboretum, 500 Alumni Dr., 
Lexington. (859) 257-6955
■ Short Days, Long Nights. 11 

a.m. Dec. 15. $3 per child, $2 Ken-
tucky Children’s Garden members. 
■ Carnivorous Plants, The Meat 

Eaters of the Plant World. 4 p.m. Jan. 
8. $5, $4 members of Friends of the 
Arboretum. 

Junior Naturalist Winter Wildlife 
Treats. 11 a.m. Dec. 15. McConnell 
Springs, 416 Rebmann Ln., Lexington. 
Free. (859) 225-4073. Lexingtonkygov/
parks.

Recycling Center Tours. 9 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Jan. 3 and 5. 
 Recycling Center, 360 Thompson 
Rd., Lexington. Appropriate ages 8 
and older. Wear close-toed shoes. 
Registration: Lauren Monahan, (859) 
367-4946.

Free Household Waste Disposal 
Day. 6 a.m.-2 p.m. Jan. 19. Bluegrass 
Waste Alliance Transfer Station, 1505 
Old Frankfort Pike, Lexington. Fayette 
County residents may drop off a level 
pickup load of bagged household 
waste and up to four tires off the 
rims. Free.

Lexington-Fayette County 
 Division of Environmental Policy 
and Waste Management Opt Out 
Program. Reduce or eliminate the 

number of phone books, catalogs 
and junk mail you receive. Lauren 
Monahan, lmonahan@lexington,ky.gov 
or (859) 367-4946. Or optoutwaste@
lexingtonky.gov or LexCall at 311. 
Lexingtonky.gov/optout.

Submit listings 10 days in advance 
at Calendar.kentucky.com. Click 
“add to our listings.” Events also 
may be submitted to Digging In, 
Lexington Herald-Leader, 100 Mid-
land Avenue,  Lexington, Ky. 40508. 
Questions? Call (859) 231-3557 or 
1-800-950-6397, Ext. 3557, or email 
cweber@herald-leader.com (put 
“Digging In” in the subject field).
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DIGGING IN

busy being a Christmas elf.
But in the Lennons’ house, 

decorating for Christmas is 
no joke. This year it started 
Nov. 1 — 54 days before 
Christmas. 

Ken says he knows his 
place in this particular 
 hierarchy: “I just carry stuff.”

While he climbs the ladder 
to string the exterior lights, 
Patty is the art director.

“I just tell him how to lay 
it out,” she said, pausing for 
effect, “and what color lights 
to use where.”

Patty’s attention to detail 
pays off in a colorful, lush-
looking array of decorations 
she has created on a budget. 

The smell of fresh garland 
greets guests outside the 
door and lays in waves along 
the staircase just behind the 
entry hall. 

The garland, the front-
door wreath and live tree in 
the living room come from 
one of the few tree stands in 
town that carries trees from 
Ashe County, N.C., where 
Patty is from. (One year 
they got their tree for free 
because, apparently, the tree 
guy owed Patty’s cousin some 
money, and he repaid the 
debt in evergreen.) The front-
yard trees — one is nearly 40 
feet tall, the other is about 15 
— are also from Ashe County 
and were replanted from the 
 family’s previous home. (“We 
are not moving them again,” 
Ken said.)

The star of the show 
is the “family tree” in the 
living room. It is filled with 
 ornaments made or loved 
by sons Alex, 22, and Ross, 
19, as they were  growing up. 
Getting out the  ornaments is 
a yearly walk down memory 
lane, from Sammy Sosa 
in a  slugging pose to 
miniature musical notes 
and a very bright green 
Incredible Hulk. It is 
all tied together with 
a broad swirl of red 
ribbon draped artfully 
around the broad tree. 

Mixed in with a few 
Santas and bulbs are 
other family treasures: a 
star made by Ken’s dad, 
a rocking horse that is 
also an heirloom. 

A small faux tree 
adorned with buttons 
and scraps of ribbon 

sits in a bucket that was 
once used on a family farm 
by Ken’s grandfather. Patty 
said she made the tree and 
a forest of others to give as 
gifts one year when money 
was tight.

In the dining room, Patty’s 
decorating flair and eye for 

savings is on display. The 
ornate faux garland laden 
with lights, colorful spheres 
and glistening bows began 
as a bargain snip of greenery 
she bought in Berea. 

The shimmering rust-
colored runner on the dining 
room table is  really a  series 

of  carefully  arrayed 
place mats. The pillows 
of gold cloth flanked 
by stuffed  pheasants, 
pine cones and clusters 
of holly berries are the 
napkins from the set. 

In the front  sitting 
room, the family’s 
gleaming black piano 
is accented by a  festive 
music-themed tree 
filled with golden 
 instruments, musical 
notes and burgundy 
balls accented with 
white lights. 

It’s in this room 

on  Christmas Day that the 
family gathers, sings carols, 
spends time together and 
“generally makes fools of 
ourselves,” Patty said.

She honed her tree-
 trimming skills doing 
 volunteer work for the 
Kidney Health Alliance of 
Kentucky’s Trees of Life 
program. But, she said, her 
do-it-yourself decorations 
are within the grasp of most 
people willing to try. 

Her advice for others 
hoping to create their own 
memorable decorations: Use 
what you have and love what 
you use. 

A centerpiece on the dining room table sits atop a set of place 
mats. The Lennons’ sons find the elf in the middle a bit creepy. 

Mary Meehan: (859) 231-3261. 
Twitter: @bgmoms.  
Blog: BluegrassMoms.com. 

DECORATING TIPS
Here is some advice from Patty 
and Ken Lennon:

■ For a decorator look on a tree, 
hot glue the caps of Christmas 
ball decorations and then string 
them to the tree with fine-gauge 
floral wire. 

■ Before going to the store, look 
through what you have with an 
eye into incorporating it into a 
Christmas theme.

■ When possible, cover 
 arrangements and store them 
already decorated so they can be 
brought out the next year with 
minimal fuss.

■ Take photographs of 
 arrangements on mantels, trees, 
etc., so you don’t have to start 
from scratch when assembling 
them the next year. 

■ Make a diagram of which  
lights go where and with what 
plugs to make outdoor decorating 
easier. 

■ And Ken says: Listen to your 
wife.
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DECORATED

Patty Lennon made the button 
tree one year when money was 
tight and gave some as gifts.

Ornaments that adorn the “family tree” were made by or were 
favorites of the Lennons’ sons as they were growing up. 

A wooden horse on the “family” tree is 
a Lennon heirloom. There are at least 
four decorated trees in the house. 

PHOTOS BY PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader

Candace Chaney is a Lexington-
based writer.

Snipes adjusted the material, 
casting and costuming to fit 
the landscape of 2012. 

Cut from four actors 
to three, the high-energy 
cast leads the audience 
on a  playful romp through 
the high points of eight of 
Aesop’s most famous tales, 
including “The Milkmaid and 
Her Pail,” “The Lion and the 
Mouse” and “The Ant and 
the Grasshopper.”

I particularly enjoyed 
the revival of Eric  Morris’ 
 colorfully low-tech,  minimalist 
set design. The beauty and 
timelessness of Aesop’s story-
telling is its  simplicity and this 
is  underlined by the versatility 
and elegant  utilitarianism of 
the set. A couple of cylinders, 

a box, a ladder, some draped 
fabric and a few great props, 
 including a chorus of Greek 
masks, are all that is needed 
here. 

The setting is the 
same as I remember the 
2006 production, but the 
 characterizations by the 
 actors and costuming is new.

Ashley Isenhower, Jim 
Short and Michael  Whitten 
breathe fresh life into  classic 
roles with fun, offbeat 
interpretations. It’s clear 
that Snipes  encouraged 
playful  expression and 
pure fun- having in her 
cast’s  performance choices. 
There are some  similarities 
in  interpretations, like a 
 grasshopper who is more of 
a rocker than his militaristic 
fellow insect the ant. But 
Whitten’s grasshopper sports 
thrilling Michael Jackson 

moves whereas Christopher 
Bell’s 2006 grasshopper was 
more into the Rolling Stones. 

Like 2006’s  production, 
plenty of pop culture 
 references are woven 
throughout the piece, but this 
year’s selection is updated to 
include light-hearted  sendups 
to Call Me Maybe and 
 Gangnam Style dancing. 

Eric Abele’s costuming is 
largely updated as well, and 
he doesn’t sacrifice the quick-
change necessity of his duds 
for creativity. I  especially 
giggled (in a good way) 
at Whitten’s cow costume 
in “The Milkmaid and her 
Pail.” If anyone ever needs a 
man-purse that looks like cow 
udders, you know where to 
find one. 
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REVIEW

Signs of Christmas, some of 
them literal, can be found 
throughout the house. 

Join us as we celebrate the season with a

Holiday Open House.

You’re sure to enjoy an afternoon of

holiday sights, sounds, aromas and

tastes of this special time of year. So

make plans now to be here. Meet the

residents and say hello to our associates

as our chefs prepare some holiday treats.

There’s no better way to find out why our

community is such a great place to be for

the holidays... and all year long.

Complimentary treats and tour.

Holiday
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, December 18
2 - 3:30P.M.

Call Brenda Richards (859) 269-6308 by December 17.

Your story continues here…
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Independent Living
Personal Care Community
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing
3051 Rio Dosa Drive, Lexington, KY 40509

(859) 269-6308
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