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Nine-year-old Jadah Ash was
painting tires white one recent
Saturday in a parking lot at a
church in the Russell neighbor-
hood, helping an unusual “tire
garden” take shape.

Jadah, working with other
youngsters, said she wanted to
“help clean up the environment”
and also make up for the “fool-
ish” behavior of whoever
dumped that tire and nearly 100
others in the alley behind the
church — Zion Baptist at 22nd
Street and Muhammad Ali Bou-
levard.

Church youth leader David
Drummondhadthe idea lastyear
to take the unwanted tires, paint
them pastel colors and arrange
them in stacks that could be
filled with soil and used as plant-
ers for flowers and vegetables in
the spring.

Drummond, whose house
backs up to the alley, didn’t want
any more tires, though, and was
furious to find about 20 more
dumped in the alley in the middle
of the winter.

“It’s been ridiculous” and “in-
sulting,” he said.

On Saturday, Drummond and
other church leaders, including
the Rev. Gerald J. Joiner, Zion
Baptist’spastor,wereoverseeing
the painting project, and Joiner
said there’s a religious lesson for
youths in it.They’re takingsome-
thing that was discarded and giv-
ing it new life, he said: “That’s
what God has done with our
lives.”

The project is under way af-
ter the Metro Council passed an
ordinance in January that pro-
vides for more severe penalties
for illegal dumping — including
impounding a vehicle used in the
act for up to a year.

Councilwoman Marianne
Butler, who sponsored the dump-
ing ordinance, also is spearhead-
ing an effort to encourage coun-
cilmemberstouseneighborhood

development and capital infra-
structure money to pay for more
solar-powered surveillance cam-
eras.

The motion-activated cam-
eras cost about $3,200 each and
can be mounted in problematic
areas and moved around to dif-
ferent sites to help catch offend-
ers.

Illegal dumping “is a huge
problem,” said Butler, whose dis-
trict includes the Taylor Boule-
vard area. “It devalues the neigh-
borhood.”

Pete Flood with Solid Waste
Management said his division
had several cameras costing
about twice that much that were
used in recent years but is down
to one operational one now. The
division would like to have at
least 20 cameras, he said.

It hopes to obtain money from
a state grant to help with staffing
required to move the cameras
around, which requires a bucket
truck. Not every site is suitable,
given that the cameras are acti-
vated by movement. “You don’t
want to put them where they’re
going off every 30 seconds,” he
said.

Photos taken by the cameras
that clearly show people and ve-
hicles are posted on the city’s
website at www.louisvilleky.gov/
solidwaste, and some offenders
have been prosecuted as a result.
Among the streets photographed
recently are West St. Catherine
Street and Portland Avenue.

Zion Baptist leaders had a dis-
cussion with city officials about
having a camera stationed in the
alley a couple of years ago, but
nothing has happened, they say.

The church pays for lighting
in front and in back of the
church. A state highway histori-
cal marker in front tells of the
church’s history dating back to
the 1800s. It’s been a “base for lo-

cal and state civil rights activ-
ists,” and its pastors have includ-
ed A.D. Williams King, brother of
the Rev. Martin Luther King, the
marker says.

A “No Dumping” sign on a
street pole behind the church
warns of a fine of $1,000 for vio-
lations. But it hasn’t stopped the
dumping incidents.

Drummond moved the tires
that were dumped in the winter
to an area outside the fence that

encloses the church parking lot.
But a couple of months ago,
church members had to move
those inside the fence after a
public inspector visited and said
the church could be cited if the
tires weren’t moved, church
member Joseph E. Greer said.

Codes and Regulations has no
record of sending an inspector,
but Public Works could have sent
one, said David Martin, a super-
visor with Inspections, Permits

and Licenses. Lindsay English, a
Public Works spokeswoman, was
checking last week.

Marty Meyer, legislative aide
to Councilman David Yates, who
co-sponsoredthe illegaldumping
ordinance, said at one problem
site on Third Street Road, Yates
worked with a city inspector to
have a truck and trailer come
and haul off 160 or 170 tires be-
fore Christmas that had been
dumped there, resulting in cita-
tions issued to the property own-
er.

Those tires were taken to CE-
MEX Kosmos Louisville Cement
Plant on Dixie Highway, which
burns tires as fuel. But that was a
special arrangement, Meyer
said.

Under the new ordinance, all
fees associated with towing, han-
dling and storage of a vehicle
used for illegal dumping must be
paid in full prior to the vehicle’s
release.

But, as Drummond pointed
out, “If you don’t catch them, you
still have the problem.”

Reporter Martha Elson can be
reached at (502) 582-7061.

Youths turn old tires into planters
Eyesores become
things of beauty
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Neighborhood children paint tires spring colors for use as planters at Zion Baptist Church.
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Rosalind Barnes and Jayla Roberson work on the tire garden.

ILLEGAL DUMPING
» To see photos of illegal dumping
from Solid Waste Management
surveillance cameras, go to
www.louisvilleky.gov/solidwaste
and click on “Illegal Dumping.”
There are links to forms that may
be submitted to identify people in
the photos or other suspected
offenders.


