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1974 Potato Festival:

what, why and where?
The trouble with the 1974 Potato

Festival (Sept. 12-1- 4) is that too
few people seem to know what it

is, why it is or even where it is.
What is it? It's a major

fund-raisin- g project of the St.
Matthews Jaycees, designed to
make more than $25,000 this year
for the support of the St. Matthews
Area Community Center. The fund
drive goal, set to be reached by
1980, is a whopping $250,000.

The name "Potato Festival" is

taken from a similar event born in
1947 and laid to rest a few years
later. Originally the name derived
from the fact that St. Matthews
was once a huge potato-farmin- g

area. In 1947 the name already had
a touch of nostalgia; today it's just
odd. But it's catchy, and we

wouldn't change it for anything.
Why is it? Well, the Community

Center needs money. It operates
on a shoestring and, except for an
annual appropriation from the City

of St. Matthews, has to beg for
most of its income. The public
uses it freely, but pays no fees for

Public funds, private schools
For several years Jefferson

Fiscal Court has been using public
tax money to pay for busing
students to Catholic schools. This
subsidy is authorized by Kentucky
law and many courts have held this
sort of expenditure to be a proper
use of public funds.

But that does not make what is
happening in Jefferson County
today either fair or just.

In this year's budget, the county
has set aside $370,000 for busing
students to and from private
schools. A disproportionate share
of those bused are Catholic school
students. County school bus
policy gives preferential treatment
to these students, compared to
those from other private, non-Cathol- ic

schools. Catholic stud-

ents ride public school buses, but
the buses do not serve Jewish or
other private schools. It is a
discriminatory policy on the face of
it.

Louis Cohen, a representative of

the Louisville Jewish Day School,
says the county should bus all
private school students, or none of

them. He's right; that would be the
fair thing to do.

Hubbard's 8-po-
int

By Kyle T. Hubbard
Candidate for U.S. House

of Representatives

Even though our country has
experienced some difficult times
during the past two years, I still
believe very strongly in the
principles upon which our country
was founded and am dedicated to
its continued growth and improve-

ment.
During this campaign I have tried

to be positive and stress my plans
for the future. It is regrettable that
my opponent continues to attack
my character, question my patri-

otism and challenge my intellec-
tual ability. Since he has run for
public office many times, I assume
he knows what he is doing but I

believe the people in this
community are tired of this
negative approach and are looking
for a positive approach to the
issues facing our nation.

The main problem facing our
country today is inflation and the
stability of Our economic system.
Since the days of the Depression,
there has been a general accep-
tance of the fact that the federal
government must monitor and
manage the nation's economy.
Outdated rules and regulations
have remained on the books while
so many new regulations have
teen imposed . that the average
American is now reluctant to
participate in the free enterprise
system.

During the past two years the
national administration's exper-

iments with wage and price
controls, more commonly known
as Phases I, II, III, and IV, has only
fueled the fires of inflation and
brought about shortages, higher
interest rates, more unemployment
and higher interest rates, more

doing so. Most are unaware the
Center is a private, non-prof- it

enterprise, rather than a public
park.

The Center's long-rang- e problem
is that the 14 acres it occupies are
leased from a private estate. The
lease is up in 1980. The hope is a
successful fund drive will enable
the Center to buy the land and
secure its future as a community
recreational resource.

Where is it? Only Little League
and Babe Ruth ballplayers and
students of signs on Shelbyville
Road know for sure. It's across
from The Mall on Shelbyville Road,
behind the Ten Pin Lanes bowling
alley. There is a sign identifying its
location on Shelbyville Road, but it
is overwhelmed by the monstrous,
horrid bread billboard and a
hundred other garish, neon ex-

cesses which line that road.

But enough of that negative
thinking. Now -- - today -- - it's time
for traditional festival fun, all in a
good cause. See you there.

The county school board, more
interested in dollars than in
fairness, claims the cost of busing
everyone alike would be prohibi-

tive. If that is so, and we have no
doubt it is, then the proper course
is obvious; discontinue the public
subsidy to private school transpor-
tation.

This newspaper has the highest
regard for our Catholic schools, for
the sacrifices parents make to send
their children to them, and for
private education in general. But
government's first educational
concern must be the health of our
public school system. If that health
is impaired by the burden of
supporting private education, the
burden must be lifted.

Present law may allow public tax
dollars to be used to support
sectarian aspects of private educa-
tion, but it does not require it. If

public dollars are used to bus
private school children, the policy
must be fair to all private schools.

It would be completely fair, and
less costly to most taxpayers, to
offer all private schools the
opportunity to provide their own
transportation.

unemployment and higher prices.
While Washington was preoccu-
pied with the Watergate crisis,
unemployment reached 6.1 percent
with over five million workers out
of work, wholesale prices were
increasing at an annual rate of 8.4
percent interest rates were at their
highest level in 100 years and 27
percent of the nation's industrial
capacity lay idle.

An example of bureaucratic
mismanagement is the now fa-

mous "wheat deal" with Russia
where, at a time of worldwide grain
shortages, the United States
virtually gave away one-thir- d of its
entire 1972 wheat crop. The
predictable results were that in

1973 food prices increased by 20

percent, the most spectacular rise
since the 1920s.

Since I am not an expert on
economic affairs, it would be
misleading for me to indicate that I

have all the solutions for the
economic problems facing our
country. But with the aid of my
economic advisors, as well as my
own awareness of monetary and
fiscal responsibility, I would
propose a combination of the
following solutions to our economic
economic crisis.

1. We must have bipartisan
leadership from Washington that
coordinates a complete program
that includes the federal govern-
ment, big business, labor organiza-
tions and the consumer. Instead of
attacking inflation on a piecemeal
basis, the four main segments of
our economic system must work
together in showing fiscal respon-
sibility and restraint.

2. Congress needs to cut
wasteful and unnecessary federal
expenditures. In doing this, we
must many of our
foreign aid commitments,

'Gosh folks I hope you understand we want fo improve that Hikes Point

intersection as much as you do. As you can see, we've been working

on it for five years.'

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Local man criticizes
Dear Editor:

It is high time we all give
considerable and serious reflection
to what is taking place at the
highest levels of government in

these United States of America.
In my view it is unfortunate our

President, Mr. Gerald R. Ford, has
taken it upon himself to grant full
and unconditional pardon to Mr.
Nixon for the grave offenses to the
people of the United States. Mr.

Ford apparently did this without
consulting with the Congressional
leaders and, more importantly,
without the advise and consent of
the leaders of the Republican
Party. If I might put it so bluntly

in the world does he get off?
Mr. Ford's actions in this case

arouse my suspicions regarding a
possible "understanding" between
himself and his old friend Mr.
Nixon, who appointed him to the
Vice Presidency (and successor to
the Presidency if Mr. Nixon should
resign) where he could in fact
exercise such pardoning power if

he chose to do so. That I can even

economic
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ine many of our welfare programs
in order to insure that the people
really in need of assistance are
receiving this help and those able
to care for themselves are
encouraged to do so, and reduce
the national defense budget
wherever possible without any risk
to our national security.

3. Congress must remove
outdated government regulations
which stifle the free enterprise
system and restrict active partici-
pation in a free market.

4. Congress should make sure
anti-tru- st laws are diligently
enforced by the Justice Depart-

ment so that large corporations,
such as the major oil companies
and automobile manufacturers,
actually compete with each other
in selling their products to the
American people.

5. The Federal Reserve Board
must be encouraged to move from
their present position of excessive

suspect such devious and conniv-
ing Machiavellian thinking is a sad
commentary on our times.

Mr. Ford has stated that his
pardon was prompted by a desire
to mend and heal, but I submit his
action will be even more divisive
than if he had done nothing at all
and had allowed the law to take its
proper course.

Logically Mr. Ford should now
pardon all of those who partici-
pated in this scandalous adven-

ture. How could he excuse the
head honcho and commit all of the
others to prison and fines?

Pursuing this line of reasoning a
little further, if Mr. Ford should not
pardon "all" who have acted so
grievously, then I respectfully ask:
why not let everybody do whatever
he wants to do? Particularly those
trusted with great power!

I believe that those men who
wrote (and rewrote) the Constitu-
tion of the United States envi-

sioned just such a sad coming of
events. I believe they understood
the greed for power and the

program
restraint on the supply of money
and credit to a more moderate
position so interest rates will fall
to a more reasonable level.

6. Tax reform is needed for those
who have been hardest hit by
inflation. Instead of imposing
another tax on the consumer, such
as the proposed ten cent excise tax
on a gallon of gasoline, a balanced
tax reform program is needed that
will not increase inflation or result
in a loss of government revenues.

7. Congress needs to
our nation's export and subsidy
policies in order to avoid shortages
of scarce materials and food and
bring about lower prices in a free
and competitive market.

8. Congress must adhere to a
balanced budget at any cost, just
as most prudent American families
do each month.

My opponent has stated that he
is running for reelection because
"the seat is soft, the pay is good
and there is no heavy lifting."
Perhaps we have too many officials
in Washington who join him In
serving themselves instead of the
people they represent. Now is the
time for us to send someone to
Washington who is willing to get
up out of that soft seat and start
lifting the heavy load that the
American people have been carry-
ing during the past few years.

I am willing to work full-tim- e

representing you in Washington
and to tackle the economic
problems facing your familyl

This Is the fourth In series of six
articles appearing exclusively In The

setting forth the
campaign views of Mr. Hubbard and
his opponent, U.S. Rep. M. Gene
Snyder. The final articles will appear
next month.

the Nixon
of some men who

would ruthlessly brush aside the
respect for the laws of man and the
morality of the spirit of justice to
achieve their selfish ends. I was
taught in grade school, and I

believe the framers of our
Constitution knew that Mr. Nixon
and others like him would one day
come along. That is precisely why
we have a form of government that
separates the powers of govern-

ment into three distinct branches:
legislative, executive and judicial,
each restraining the other.

More than all of this, I see the
operation here of the "double
standard" of justice for which I

have the utmost contempt. It

'Too much of
Dear Editor:

This letter has been taking shape
fn my mind for several months. I

am finally writing it as my
subscription soon runs out. At that
time I will not renew it.

I do not do this with a vengeance
1 do it most regretfully. We enjoy

The Voice - the feature articles,
the news, the ads. We will be
ignorant of many things we would
like to know about.

But, your patronizing, arrogant,
totally one-side- d liberal editorial
views have become too much to
stomach. I'm sure your efforts to
become the conscience of the East
End of Louisville must have turned
off many subscribers.

To me your one-ma- n vendetta
against the government of St.
Matthews Is rediculous. The
cartoon in your latest issue shows
students at school mired down by

red tape (the tape consisting of all
the inadequacies and problems In

our system). Perhaps it would
disappoint you to observe as I

have, the children in my children's
school already settled happily into
their routine and being educated
just as one would hope.

M am a
Contestants for the title of Queen of

the 1974 Potato Festival were required
to write a short essay on "The Irish
Potato" as a prerequisite for becoming
Queen. The winner was to receive $50
in cash. The full text of the winning
essay Is reprinted here - solely for the
historical record.

By Helen Arehart

I am a St. Matthews potato. I

started as a seed in April and now,
I am ready to be harvested. My

grower uses a tractor-draw- n potato
digger to harvest me. I'm pulled
into the machine which separates
my tubers from the soil and vines.
I'm put into a box with other
potatoes and loaded on a truck that
takes me to Jet sprays to be
washed. Lucky for me, I was
chosen as a good potato, graded

pardon
certainly is not fair for people in
"high places" to get off scot-fre- e

for such henious crimes and for
"little people" to be punished
severely for much lesser crimes.

Compassion and mercy are
admirable qualities in any man so
long as they are pure and not
diluted by self serving; and are
greatly to be admired, especially if
these are apparent in the man who
is President of the United States.
But I fear greatly that the
pardoning of Mr. Nixon by Mr.
Ford has set an example most
Americans will resent.

Charles A. Brown Sr.
3617 Lexington Road

a bad thing'
In a community where the only

other newspaper offers the same
alarming views you do, your paper
Is just too much of a bad thing.

Alice B. Nichols
1713 Devondale Drive
Devondale

Editor's note: The point of the
cartoon, apparently not clearly ex-

pressed, was that the legal entangle-
ments involving school desegregation
have created an extremely complex
situation which confuses many people,
Including students. It did not seek to
ridicule the school system in any way.
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potato'
for size, then packed in a bag for
my journey to the market.

As I sit in the back of the truck, I

look out into the world seeing
sights unlike the ones on the farm.
There's hundreds of people and
cars, a place called the Shelbyville
Road Plaza, the St. Matthews
Womans Club and a beautiful
fountain In the heart of St.
Matthews.

I finally arrive at the grocery
where I'm put on a shelf. Soon
after the store is opened, I see
people shopping and always
stopping to buy potatoes. Finally,
someone chooses the bag I'm In.
And as I wait with my fellow
brothers In the grocery cart, I

wonder what our future will be ?
Baked? Au Gratln? Or


