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The erection of a truly mon-

strous billboard along Shelby-vil- le

Road ought to serve as a
call to battle for anyone in this
section of the county who cares
about our land.
The sign, pictured in all its

majesty below, is said
by its Ohio creator to be one of
several his firm wants to erect
hereabouts. He met last week
in closed session, naturally to
discuss his plans with the St.
Matthews City Council. There has
been no indication yet of what went
on in that meeting, but one need
only stand in the shadow of this
newest obscenity and look about
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The sign dwarfs others on Shelbyville

Dear Editor,

Middle Fork of Beargrass is a
truly historic creek, that in re-

cent years has been treated with
complete contempt by state,
county and city officials and agen-
cies.
It has been converted into an

open sewer by government to ac-

commodate developers. Storm
sewer water is poured into it
causing flooding conditions after
prolonged heavy rains and It is
constantly threatened with chan-
nelization by special interests.
During the days of Louisville's

earliest settlement at Fort Nel-

son, pioneers quickly wandered
upstream and built five little sta-

tions or outposts along the
stream. Later as both sides of the
Ohio River competed for the busi-
ness that portage around the falls
brought, Louisville grew more
and faster because it had Bear-
grass Creek, which gave the Ken-

tucky shore a major advantage.
The mouth was between present
day 2nd and 4th Streets at the
time and the flat boats entered
the tributary finding safety from
the Ohio River current as they
prepared to portage.

Now, the Brown s Lane storm
sewer is to empty Into a proposed
channelized section of Beargrass
Creek at 64. No official knows
who has proposed the channeliza-
tion project, though there it is,
drawn on the engineer's maps.

The present flood plain regula-
tion for Jefferson County has a
serious, deliberately built-i- n
flaw. Fill can be used to elevate
the land along the waterway so it
may be built upon.
The flood plain's water storage

and holding area, the stream s
outer banks, so to speak, can be
filled in so that high water must
stay in the normal bed. Channel-
ization has been tentatively ap-
proved to be employed In such a
project on Middle Fork below
Brown's Lane where I under-
stood a developer wants to build
apartments.
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to see what that body has already
let happen to our landscape.

The fabled wastes of Dixie High-

way yield nothing to that stretch
of Shelbyville Road between
Thierman Lane and the Watter-so- n,

the ugliest parts of which
are in St. Matthews.
It is all very confusing. On the

one hand our city fathers spend
and cajole others into spend-

ing hundreds of dollars a year
on petunias and evergreens to
beautify our city. That's wonder-

ful, but on the other hand they
have let the desecrators of the
outdoor advertising industry run
wild.
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ty have no protection, and each
assault on the water quality or
integrity of the stream bed or
stream bank ecosystem destroys
them bit by bit.
Most everyone concerned with

the health of waterways now says,
"Preserve the flood plain It
belongs to the river."

But not in Jefferson County,
where developers have tremen-
dous Influence.
Many citizens rallied to the de-

fense of Middle Fork, the park
creek, during the stream water
quality classification hearings
this past fall. It Is obvious that
many value this stream, but our
representatives are mute.
All upstream activities affect it

within the park boundaries, from
unregulated land disturbing con-

struction practices, to sewage,
polluted storm sewer run off,
to downstream flooding from
channelized sections.
Moreover, we are using ground

water twice as fast as the natural
cycle can replace It. And we con-

tinue to rush the water off the
land without time to seep down
and replenish the water table.
Also, this eliminates the water
cleansing process that slow fil-

tering provides.
Jefferson County government

ran a survey to discover how cit-
izens most desired revenue shar-
ing money to be used. The city of
Louisville announced possible
expenditures of Its revenue shar-
ing money and planned a public
hearing would be held on the list.
In St. Matthews, the City Hall

suggested that $84,000 be used
toward a 100-ac- re storm sewer
project, and only property owners
who would be assessed additional
funds were invited to comment
on the proposed revenue sharing
funded project.
This $84,000 is federal tax mon-

ey, and I think It would be nice,,
and kind of democratic, If every
resident of St. Matthews would be
Included In the decision making
on how it is to be spent.

Winifred Hepler
ill Sherrin Ave.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Beargrass Creek defender

blames developers, officials

Gen. Manager

Two things, are needed. First,
the public ought to demand' and
get a public hearing and public
vote on every new billboard ap-

plication made in our East End
cities. If the councllmen expect us
to look at those eyesores all the
time the least we deserve Is a
chance to watch the officials go
through the approval process.
Second, a tough new ordinance

Is needed to give understaffed
enforcement officials the muscle
they need to get rid of the many
illegal signs now In place. Many
such ordinances are available in
draft form. If. only there were a
politician strong enough to with-
stand the billboard lobby.
But mostly we need a new organ-

ization of die-ha- rd friends of a
more livable world to stop this
selfish, annoying and even dan-

gerous proliferation of signs.
And if such a group ever gets it-

self together, they would do well
to head directly for St. Matthews
City Hall.

Grass Roots
FLORENCE, ALA., HERALD:

", . . since our government de-

mands such strict accounting of
every penny handled by every cit-
izen, for taxing purposes, those
taxpayers . . . should be entitled
to a strict accounting of how all
those tax dollars are being
spent."

Congressman Snyder's column
appears this week on page AS.
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Dear Editor:
Your editorial on housing diver-

sity, (Voice-Jeffersonl- an, Jan.
18), ends with the hope that Mr.
Martin "can begin to make some
converts among East End poli-
ticians and home builders."
It Is Interesting that the opin-

ions of residents Is treated, if
at all. In a quite derogatory fash-
ion. After all, our government of
the people, etc., does not dis-
tinguish any group by giving its
needs or desires precedence ov-

er needs and desires of another.

Historically the American so-

cial system has been such that
the "low Income, uneducated, un-

wed (greatly increased in recent
decades) and unemployed" have
pulled themselves up through the
system by their own efforts, each
generation improving Its lot by
continuing such efforts as even
reflected In the position attained
by a rather recent President of
the U.S.

This mobility has been the shin-
ing beacon of America which
attracted the ambitious and de-

termined of other countries.

We have now inherited an in-

creasing number of native born
who are unfamiliar with this eth-

ic and have home grown the
super ego which decrees that this
situation is not to be further
tolerated. From its superior wis- -
dom, this ego judges that the

Voice-Jeffersom- cartoon by Stephen Sebree

Pm )

"What are we doing? Well, we're deciding how much
to assess people for sewers, we're talking about putting
some billboards along Shelbyville Road, we're giving out
some city contracts and doing other things like that
which aren't any of your business. Why don't you come to a
public meeting and watch us vote to approve a street light?"

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Locust Grove and Eight-Mil- e House

both supported in reply to Macomber

Housing diversity editorial

produces vigorous dissent

Dear Editor:
Since Mr. Walter Macomber has

chosen to write the Volce-Jeffer-son- lan

In answer to my letter to
him I shall reply In like fashion.

I do not feel that Locust Grove
will suffer because I made public
the statements of Mr. Brown
Morton concerning the restora-tl- o

n of Locust Grove and, In his
opinion, the Influence of Walter
Macomber on that restoration.
As I stated at the time, the report
was one man's opinion.

I was pleased to learn from Mr.
Macomber's letter that there
were several inaccuracies In Mr,
Morton's report. Even the ex-

perts make mistakes, it would
seem.
I strongly commend Mr. Ma-

comber's suggesflon that Locust
Grove ask for a of
Its landmark status.
Locust Grove was not purchased
for preservation because of Its
architectural merit, but because
of its association with the great
pioneer hero and founder of
Louisville, George Rogers Clark.

individual no longer can wisely
select his associates either In

business or personal living by
whatever means he chooses.

What is happening to individual
rights to be either wise or foolish,
to choose our friends, our asso-
ciates, where we live, what en-

tertainment we enjoy? Will this
trend, continued, limit us to one
type of automobile, basic food
Items, one brand of beer, one
educational system? Will we el-

iminate rewards for exceptional
performance and ability in
sports, writing, music and the
arts?

Such a regulated system sounds
suspiciously like other planned
economies now governing much
of the earth's population, options
which few Americans, rich or
poor, will knowingly tolerate.

America was built on and Its
future still lies in people's faith
In themselves, faith that by their
own ability and efforts can they
Improve their lot In life. Replace
this with decreed uniformity and
all is Indeed lost.
Almost everyone will help an

Individual who really tries to help
himself and his family but most
of us deeply resent having to i.
share with those who demonstrate '

very little and quite different,
value references.

James F. fish v

3413 Mt. Rainier Drive

Mr. Brown Morton seems to have
ignored this fact.
No one will doubt, however, that-bot-

Locust Grove and Farming-to-n
will continue to flourish as

superb museum houses with or
without landmark status.
Nor will any one doubt my loyal-

ty to Locust Grove. It was my
husband along with Mr. Barry
Bingham, Sr., who negotiated the
purchase of Locust Grove by the
Commonwealth of Kentucky and
Jefferson County and these two
men and I as president of Histor-
ic Homes Foundation worked out
the agreement for Historic
Homes Foundation to restore and
operate Locust Grove.
In my letter to Mr. Macomber I

asked him for his opinion of the
Eight --Mile House and what he had
said that Influenced the Kentucky
Heritage Commission to recom-
mend that the Eight Mile House
be sold. There seems to be some
difference in his report to the
commission, judging by their re-

action, and his evaluation of the
house as expressed In his letter
to the Volce-Jeffersonl- an.

In the letter of Mr. Macomber
which appeared in the January
24th issue of the Volce-Jeffersonl- an,

he says: "I have stated
publicly that the Eight Mile House
is a fine example of early stone
work built approximately dur-
ing the latter part of the 18th
century or early 19th century and
I felt It was worthy of preserva-
tion, but the burden of proof as
of Its history falls upon her (Mrs.
Cox) and those Interested In Its
preservation."

We in Jefferson County accept
the burden of proof of the histor-
ical significance of the Eight-Mi- le

Hqpse. We have urged the
preservation of the Eight-Mi- le

House as an historic stage coach
stop on Harrod's Trace to the
Falls of the Ohio and later be-

tween Louisville and Lexington.
We have traced the title of the
land on which it stands from the
time of its acquisition by Wil-

liam Christian to the present
time.
We have never claimed that

William Christian built the Eight-Mi- le

House. George L. Willis
in his "Patrick Henry's Parents
and Their Kin" writes: "A short
note from Mrs. John Henry to her
daughter, Mrs. William Chris-
tian, on March 14, 1783, very
clearly indicates that year as
about the time the Kentucky

Christiana : removed to what
became Kentucky and perhaps
began the erection of the 'stone
house."' , '...;'

In his copy of this report, Mr.
William Marshall Bullitt added
"if they did," which I believe

: means; 'Wr; Lulllvt wa3 UfxcrtiLi
whether the house was built. This

account is in the William Mar-
shall Bullitt library.
In the library are letters indi-

cating that William Christian was
in Kentucky that early but there Is
no record of Mrs. Christian's
coming until In August, 1785.
Thomas W. Bullitt maintains
Christian did not build the house,
but has offered no evidence to
support his claim.
William Christian had more than

fifty slaves In Kentucky at the
time of his death. It is not im-
probable that some of them were
skilled In stone masonry. Stone
houses were numerous in Virgin-l- a

at the time and William Chris-
tian lived at the "Stone House"
before coming to Kentucky.
In 1775 William Christian was

a member of the General State
Convention of Virginia, later be-

coming a member of the Com-
mission of Public Claims to rep-
resent Fincastle County.
During the Revolution he served

as Colonel for the First Virgin-l- a
Battalion. In 1779 with Andrew

Lewis and William Fleming, Wil-
liam Christian was directed to
fix a chain of defense for the
southwestern frontier. In 1780
Kentucky became a district of
Virginia and was divided into
three counties. Colonel Christian
was appointed the first County
Lieutenant for Jefferson Coun-
ty. He owned and operated Bullit's
Salt Lick, Kentucky's first indus-
try.

All traces of the early settle-
ment of Louisville and Jefferson
County are gone, wiped out by
progress and the growth of the
community. Corn Island Is flood-
ed over with water. The sites
of the five stations or settlements
along Beargrass Creek have been
built upon.
Many people believe It Is Im-

portant to teach our young peop-p- le

their past history in order
that they may be better qualified
to interpret the future. We pro-
pose that the Eight-Mi- le House
be allowed to stand as a monu-
ment not only to William Chris-
tian but to that period of Ken-
tucky's history, a far more rug-
ged pioneer life than is depicted
by either Locust Grove or Farm-ingto- n.

Surely the Kentucky Heritage
Commission cannot continue to
urge the sale of the Eight-Mi- le

House when the noted architec-
tural historian, Walter Macomb-
er, says It should be preserved.

We urge the Governor of Ken-
tucky, the Honorable Wendell
Ford, and his Commissioner of
Finance, Mr. Donald Bradshaw,

' as well as the members of the
Fiscal Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty, to join us In this worthy cause.

Marguerite S. Cox (Mrs.
Millard J.)

21 River Hill Road


