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2012 HOPKINSVILLE ROTARY AUCTION
Listen: WHOP 95.3FM/1230AM • Watch: Time Warner Channel 12 & 16 • Come by: Memorial Building

Starts Monday. See inside for a preview of this year’s auction items!

KNE ONLINE NEWS n

— Train kills man; booze could 
be a factor, police say

— Fire destroys business 
on Greenville Road

— Crofton woman is dead 
after early morning accident

— Hopkinsville woman arrested 
for allegedly grabbing boys

— Police investigate possible rape

Does human life begin at conception?
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Most widely read local stories last
week on kentuckynewera.com

BY NICK TABOR
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Hopkinsville is the largest city
left in Kentucky that has not
banned smoking in public indoor
places, Mayor Dan Kemp said.

Kemp wants to change this. On
May 24, he will present a smok-
ing ban ordinance to the city
council.

He hopes the council will vote
on it June 5. If  council members
ratify it, the ban could take effect

July 1 — only 10 weeks from now.
In the meantime, Kemp en-

courages residents and business
owners to call
their council
members and
voice their opin-
ions. The commu-
nity’s response
could sway the
vote on June 5.

Kemp’s pro-
posal gives an ex-
emption to pri-

vate clubs, such as the Elk’s
Lodge and the Veterans of  For-
eign Wars hall; retail tobacco
stores and tobacco warehouses;
and rented rooms in hotels, hos-
pitals and nursing homes.

It does not exempt bars. 
Kemp’s administration based

this ordinance on Bowling
Green’s smoking ban, which fun-
damentally resembles Lexing-
ton’s ban.

City council does not need to
vote on the ordinance in its cur-

rent form. It could always change
specifics — such as adding or re-
moving an exemption for a cer-
tain kind of  business.

“The best thing would be to
have no exemptions,” Kemp said.
He noted that the American

Ordinance could take effect July 1
if council approves it quickly

On the Web:
View a copy of the proposed ordinance online 
at www.kentuckynewera.com

Kemp

Mayor to propose smoking ban

SEE SMOKING, PAGE A2
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Kaye Pugh says her mother,
Nancy Walker, has wanted
pampering since Pugh was a
little girl.

Though Walker married a
farmer, John Walker, she pre-
ferred shopping for purses or
shoes over spending time out-
doors. Dirt didn’t suit her
clean, tidy sensibilities, Pugh
said. Whenever Pugh and her
siblings came in with red clay
dirt on their clothes and in
their fingernails, they knew
their mother would scold
them.

After Walker retired from
her sewing job at Hop-
kinsville Clothing Factory,
and after her husband
stopped working at Thomas
Industries, he would rise
early and fix her breakfast.

John Walker died in 1994.

For years afterward, Walker
lived alone in their farm-
house on Gary Lane. Pugh
called two or three times a
day to check on Walker, and
Pugh’s brother stopped by al-
most every morning to check
on the farm — often while
their mother was still asleep.

Around 2002, Walker
started falling in her house.
She’d endured several back
surgeries, and her muscles
and sense of  balance were
weakening. She left the farm
property and moved back and
forth between the houses of
Pugh and another daughter,
Faye Thomas.

Her health continued de-
clining as she entered her 80s.
In June of  last year, on a
Thursday at Thomas’ house,
Walker’s chest seized up and
she couldn’t breathe. She

Life worth living

Hospice provides more than a peaceful end
INSIDE: Hospice director says 

don’t wait  until the end   News A3

SEE LIFE, PAGE A5
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Visits from Craft and other hospice workers give Walker something to look
forward to, her family members said.

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Nancy Walker, 87, switched from hospital treatment to hospice care 10 months ago after a doctor diagnosed her with a terminal lung disease. During a visit last
week, Walker’s nurse, Tiffany Craft, examines her hands for bruises. She told Walker to never hesitate about asking for pain medication when her hands hurt.

Students build
bridges for class
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Former Col Tandy
prepares for draft
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The state Court of  Appeals ruled against
the Kentucky New Era on Friday in a civil
lawsuit stemming from the newspaper’s at-
tempt to obtain, through the Kentucky open
records law, Hopkinsville police reports.
The court sided with the city on three key
points, allowing police to withhold infor-
mation about victims, witnesses and defen-
dants in all police reports.

The court affirmed one decision and re-
versed two from Christian Circuit Judge
Andrew Self ’s ruling in May 2010.

Judges Michael Caperton, Laurance Van-
Meter and Denise Clayton all concurred on
the Court of  Appeals’ decision. They agreed
with Self ’s ruling that allows the city to
withhold home addresses, telephone num-
bers and driver’s license numbers of  people
listed in arrest reports and criminal com-
plaints. This, based on the city’s argument
and the court’s ruling, applies to people
charged with crimes, and to
victims and witnesses in
criminal cases. The court
reversed Self ’s ruling on a
dispute between the news-
paper and the city about
withholding the names of
juvenile victims and wit-
nesses, and about the blan-
ket redaction of  other
identifying information on
police reports.

Mayor Dan Kemp said he was pleased
with the ruling because the city believes it
will protect ongoing police investigations.

“I don’t interpret this ruling applying to
cases that are no longer open,” Kemp said.

The ruling makes no distinction between
police cases that are open or closed. It has
statewide implications and will affect the
ability of  news media to investigate how
law enforcement agencies handle criminal
complaints, said the New Era’s attorney,
Jon Fleischaker, of  Louisville.

Fleischaker said the ruling reflects a mis-
understanding of  the newspaper’s role to
investigate what happens in cases where
citizens believe police failed to properly
handle their criminal complaint.

“It is often the case that we are investi-
gating inaction as opposed to action. The
way you investigate inaction is to go to peo-
ple who wanted action and didn’t get it,” he
said. 

By withholding addresses and telephone
numbers, an agency prevents the news
media from contacting witnesses and vic-
tims of  crime, Fleischaker said.

Appeals court rules
against newspaper 
in records case

SEE APPEALS, PAGE A5

Fleischaker


