
son) were brought on to look 
at past, present and future is-
sues.”

While Collins initially de-
clined to specify those issues, 

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Detroit man wanted 
for mur-
der in a 
F r a n k-
f o r t 
s h o o t -
ing has 
been ar-
rested in 
L a u r e l 
County.

Marquis Sims, 38, fac-
es a murder charge for al-
legedly gunning down 40-
year-old Obie Murphy, of 
Shelby County, at 176 This-
tlewood Ave. Sept. 13, 2010, 
after a deal for prescription 
pills went awry, Common-
wealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland said after Sims’ 
indictment in August.

“It was a drug sale,” 

BY KEREN HENDERSON
KHENDERSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Lying in her bed at 
Franklin County Regional 
Jail last year, Angie Bybee 
couldn’t hold back the hot 
tears.

She was dying – physi-
cally from a swollen liver 
and emotionally strung 
out from a long addiction 
to painkillers.

Images of her three boys 
ran through her mind.

“All I could think was I 
don’t want to leave the leg-
acy of dying to my kids. I 
don’t want them to say, ‘My 
mom died in jail – that’s 
what she did for me.’”

So Bybee, 41, fought 
for her life. She got on her 
knees and cried out to God. 
She told him that she was 
out of control, had ruined 
everything and wanted his 
help.

Since that broken mo-
ment in April 2010, By-
bee says, God directs her 
path. He brought her out of 
jail, through a rehab pro-
gram, to Frankfort’s wom-
en’s shelter and the Simon 
House and now to her own 
apartment, where she lives 
with her three boys.

STATE JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Deaths that were in the 
news this year included sev-
eral local high school stu-
dents, a state senator’s son, a 
number of community lead-
ers and more. Here’s more 
from The State Journal ar-
chives.

JAN. 8
Trista 
Shoemaker

Trista Shoemaker, 17, 
died in a wreck after a man, 
reportedly talking on a cell 
phone, ran a red light and 
struck her Toyota Camry as 

it turned onto Lawrenceburg 
Road Jan 8. 

Kevin Butler, 31, has been 
c h a r g e d 
with reck-
less ho-
micide in 
Shoemak-
er’s death. 
He wa s 
d r i v i n g 
61 mph in 
a 55 mph 
zone on 
a snow y 
day, and 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Larry Cleveland said the 
investigation showed But-
ler could’ve stopped had he 

been driving the speed lim-
it.

Shoemaker, a member of 
Western Hills High School’s 
volleyball team, was hon-
ored during a home match 
Aug. 30. 

Her number, 29, was re-
tired and a scholarship cre-
ated in her honor. The team 
had raised more than $6,700 
for the scholarship when it 
was announced before the 
match.

“Trista was a positive en-
ergy that was in this gym ev-
ery single day,” WHHS vol-
leyball coach Kristi Buffen-
myer said. “She was never 

STATE JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Pain pill abuse, the spin 
off locally of a sour economy, 
murder of a court offi cial and 
a dysfunctional public agen-
cy for the humane treatment 
of animals were among The 
State Journal’s top news sto-
ries of 2011. Here’s a closer 
look at these stories and oth-
ers in a compilation by Lau-
ren Hallow, Katheran Was-
son, Kevin Wheatley and 
Kayleigh Zyskowski.

1 Pill pipeline
Part of the Florida-

to-Franklin County pill 
pipeline unraveled after 24 
people were indicted for or-
ganized crime in October. 

A five-month investiga-
tion found suspects were 
traveling to Florida to bring 
prescription pills back to 
Franklin County to sell for a 
profi t. 

Area police and prosecu-
tors worked together to tack-
le the case, which is current-
ly pending in Franklin Cir-

cuit Court.
Neil Clark, 36, of 1112 

Maverick Trail, is the alleged 
“CEO” of the local operation, 
and prosecutors believe he 
could have made about 
$30,000-$40,000 per month 
on the trips.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Larry Cleveland says 
the suspects went to pain 
clinics, complained of pain 
and were prescribed large 
amounts of pills – mostly 30 
milligram Percocet pills, or 
“Perc 30s,” which cost about 
$8-$10 with a prescription 
but can be sold for about $30 
on the street.

About half of the pills 
went to the head of the orga-
nization and would be sold 
to another dealer, Cleveland 
said in October.

Considered by many to be 
a nationwide epidemic, Flor-
ida legislators have taken the 
fi rst steps to ebb the fl ow of 
pills leaving the state by re-
quiring prescriptions to be 
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Michael Kidd-Gilchrist a star 
in UK’s win over Louisville
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Will the local economy 
improve in 2012?
Yes ®  No ®
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote and return 
to
The State Journal.
Last week’s question:
Should the University of 
Pikeville become a state-
supported institution?  
Yes, 44%  No, 55% 
Total votes, 135
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More than $175 in coupons inside

Deaths that made headlines

Frankfort mom says faith helped her heal
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LOOKING BACK AT 2011
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Clockwise, from top right: 
Employees with Toter Inc., a 
branch of Wastequip, de-
liver trash carts to Frankfort 
residents this week for the 
pay-as-you-throw system that 
begins Feb. 1; local and state 
police officers investigate 
the scene where an ATM was 
dumped after it was stolen 
in July; Franklin County High 
School band student Allison 
Brumback speaks against cut-
ting the director’s position to 
part-time in March; Franklin 
County Humane Society volun-
teers evacuate the shelter after 
heavy April rains, but Mother 
Nature wasn’t the only trouble 
the organization faced in 2011; 
Alastair Couch took the stand 
in his own defense during his 
July murder trial; Neil Clark 
stands in front of a judge in 
September after being charged 
with organized crime in an al-
leged pill pipeline scheme.

Prescription drug abuse, faltering 
economy are the year’s top stories

Trista Shoemaker

Winning the battle 
against painkillers

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM     

Lucas Bybee, 16, mother Angie and brother Elijah, 11, play a 
game while spending time together at Gatti’s Pizza Friday.

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM     

Sonny Parsons, 6, and mother Angie Bybee watch his ball while 
playing skee-ball at Gatti’s Pizza Friday.

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Construction on the new 
downtown courthouse is 
less than a quarter com-
plete, but approximately 
$1.5 million set aside for 
contingency is about half-
way gone from more than 
$764,000 in change orders.

In light on that, the Proj-
ect Development Board 
has hired the Frankfort law 

fi rm Stites & Harbison PLLC 
for services not to exceed 
$19,000 to investigate any 
change orders arising from 
construction of the $30 mil-
lion Franklin County Judi-
cial Center.

“We’ve had a lot of is-
sues with this project,” said 
Judge-Executive Ted Col-
lins, chairman of the Proj-
ect Development Board. 

“They (Stites & Harbi-

Courthouse contingency going fast
Board hires law firm to investigate $764,000 in project changes so far 

2010 murder suspect 
arrested in Laurel Co.

Marquis Sims


