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UK’S CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON The year in review

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Late last summer University of Kentucky coach
John Calipari did what he’s done in each of his three seasons run-
ning the winningest program in college basketball history. He
brought in the most talented recruiting class in the country and
combined the freshmen with a handful of veterans, hoping to hit on
just the right blend to bring home the program’s eighth NCAA
championship and first of his career.

He’d come close two years ago with a top-ranked team that was
upset in the Elite Eight. Even closer last season when the Wildcats
fell by a single point in the Final Four. Would this be the break-
through year? Were his kids mature enough to handle the enormous

expectations?
We now know the answer to those questions. The Wildcats cut

down the nets in New Orleans, raised a banner in Rupp Arena as the
2012 NCAA champions and earned Calipari vindication over all
those who said rosters full of one-and-dones would never go all the
way.

Countless words have been written about how these Wildcats did
it. But this team, which won an NCAA-record 38 games with three
freshmen and two sophomores starting and a selfless senior coming
off the bench, has earned the right to tell the story in its own words.
So here they are:

THE PRESEASON

“Cal tells us every day: ‘These peo-
ple don’t expect you to go to the

Final Four. They expect you to win it
all.’ That’s motivation for us. It doesn’t
break us down. We’re all ready for it.
We love it.”

— freshman point guard
Marquis Teague

on Aug. 30, 2011, the first time
Kentucky’s new players met

with reporters

“I’m going to lead. I’m not just going
to watch nobody play. I’m going to

lead my freshmen and push myself.
We’ve got a lot of pieces that we didn’t
have last year. We’ve got a lot of veter-
ans and we’ve got great freshmen.
That’s all you need, really, to win it all.”

— sophomore shooting guard
Doron Lamb

on Oct. 13, at the team’s media day

“Iwant our team to be the best. But
in between where we are now and

that kind of goal is a lot of togetherness
and a lot of sacrifice and guys having to
give up some of their games.”

— coach John Calipari
at Kentucky’s media day

“Tonight we begin to write the next
chapter. Tonight we feel the Ken-

tucky Effect in full force as we once
again redefine college basketball. …
We do more than move the needle. We
are the needle.”

— Calipari
on Oct. 14, addressing a packed house
in Rupp Arena for Big Blue Madness,

the team’s first practice

“The question for John’s team this
year, with all the new guys, is

how will they react when they run into
an experienced team like North Caroli-
na? And the real issue is how Marquis
Teague is going to be. … They’re going
to be really good. Whether they become
a great team will depend on him.”

— ESPN analyst Jay Bilas
on Oct. 30.

“Alot of guys haven’t even played
together more than two times

yet. It’s still just us learning each oth-
er’s game and getting more chemistry.
Everybody believes in each other and
knows each other can play and re-
spects each other. We just have to start
playing with each other.”

— sophomore power forward
Terrence Jones

on Nov. 2, after UK’s first exhibition
game, a 97-53 win over Transylvania

THE REGULAR SEASON

“We’re this highly ranked team
who could get beat by 100

teams in the country right now. … I
don’t know if we’re ready to play a
team like Kansas, or maybe a team like
Penn State. … We’ve got a long way to
go.”

— Calipari
on Nov. 11, after UK’s 108-58 rout

of Marist in the season opener

“We’re not bad, but we’re not a
good team yet. We’ve got good

players. ... Everybody walked in that
game today and they were going to do
their own thing. And they did. And we
were lucky. ... I’ve got to demand that,
‘Look, we’ve got to do this together.’ ”

— Calipari
on Nov. 15, after UK’s 75-65 win over

Kansas in Madison Square Garden

“We’ve struggled early on every
year that Coach Cal’s been

here. It’s nothing different. We’re still
trying to figure everything out.”

— senior guard Darius Miller
on Nov. 20, after the Cats improved to

4-0 with a 62-52 escape against scrappy
Old Dominion

“The blueprint of, ‘Let’s be physical,
body-to-body, bang in there and

let’s play zone,’ is what we’ll probably
see until we get to where if you play a
zone, we kill you.”

— Calipari
after ODU flustered a young UK team

with a 3-2 zone defense and bruising
style

“It feels good to come out and just
play good one game and not turn

the ball over. ... A lot of the other games
I was just thinking too much, trying to
do too much. … This has been the hard-
est time for me ever in my life. Coach
Cal expects a lot from his point
guards.”

— Teague
on Nov. 23, after leading a 48-point win

over Radford with 13 points, five
assists, three rebounds, two steals and

just two turnovers. He had 18 turn-
overs and only 11 assists in his first

four games

“People, they’d block my shot and
start screaming. I was like, ‘All

right, wait till I grow.’ And I actually
grew. So now I try to do the same
thing.”

— freshman forward Anthony Davis
who grew eight inches between his
sophomore and senior high school

seasons, on Dec. 1, after he blocked
eight shots to go with 15 points and 15

rebounds in an 81-59 victory over
St. John’s

“Not many people can block a
jump shot from John Henson.”

— North Carolina coach Roy Williams,
on Dec. 3, after Davis blocked the

7-foot Henson’s jumper with seven
seconds left to preserve a 73-72 UK win

over the fifth-ranked Tar Heels in
Rupp Arena

“This was a test to see where we’re
at, playing against a team with

that talent, with that experience. ...
We’re still not where we need to be to
win a championship … but as of right
now, we’re feeling pretty good.”

— Miller
after the win over UNC improved the

top-ranked Cats to 8-0.

THE LOSS

“I’m proud of my team. I’m proud of
how they gutted it out in the sec-

ond half, how they played to win. … We
went down 10 and I called a timeout. I
said, ‘This is the greatest thing for us,
because we’re going to find out who we
are now.’ … And we found out that
these guys, in this environment, can do
this.”

— Calipari
on Dec. 10, after UK’s first loss, 73-72

at Indiana. The Cats took the lead in the
final minute in a packed Assembly

Hall, only to see Christian Watford’s
3-pointer at the buzzer beat them.

IN THEIR OWN
WORDS

Anthony Davis leaves Earth orbit to block a jumper by North Carolina’s 7-foot John Henson, preserving a 73-72 victory on Dec. 3. “Not
many people can block a jump shot from John Henson,” Tar Heels coach Roy Williams said. ROBERT WILLETT/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michael Kidd-Gilchrist and the Wildcats got trapped in Bloomington, Ind., on Dec. 10, but
John Calipari called the loss “the greatest thing for us.” ROB GOEBEL/THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR

Nothing came easily for Terrence Jones
and his teammates in a bruising 62-52
victory over Old Dominion on Nov. 20 in
Uncasville, Conn. FRED BECKHAM/AP
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