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SIGNE WILKINSON IN THE PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS

S amarius Clay-
comb, Angelo
Stone, Cheyenne

Rushin: Anyone know
these men? I thought
not. They were three
of the young black
men killed in Louis-
ville the first couple
of weeks of March.
Each had families.
Each family grieves.
Each family will nev-
er be the same. None of these
families got a call from Al
Sharpton or Jesse Jackson.
None made the national news.
None of the families hired a
lawyer. The reason none
made headlines outside their
neighborhoods is that they
were probably “only” killed
by another young black man.

You see, there was no rea-
son for the race mongers to
get cranked up. No reason for
MSNBC and Fox to take sides.
These three murders were so
ordinary that the story lasted
maybe one local news cycle.
Murder of young black men in
their own neighborhoods,
most likely by other young
black men, is so pervasive
that it is considered routine
and not newsworthy.

An entire generation of
young men is being slaugh-
tered, and it doesn’t even
make the A section of the
newspaper.

The parents of Trayvon
Martin grieve no more than
the parents of Samarius, An-
gelo and Rushin. Trayvon is
no more dead because he was
killed by a white guy. Trayvon
was no more innocent than

the kid gunned down
at a kickball game last
year.

Trayvon Martin
did not deserve to die,
but I don’t think Sama-
rius, Angelo or Rushin
did either.

Trayvon Martin’s
family is being used
by people who do not
have their interests in
mind. Every one of

the people who are exploiting
the family is doing it for mon-
ey. Martin’s family needs to
understand that none of these
people care about them. They
are just an opportunity to
push an agenda, to get on tele-
vision, to make a buck. Tray-
von’s parents might think that
they are working for a change
in laws, to highlight racial
profiling, to combat vigilan-
tism or to right wrongs. But
they are simply lining the
pockets of thousands of peo-
ple — from their lawyer, to
grandstanders like Sharpton
and Jackson, to news report-
ers and commentators. ...

I wish all this attention
could be turned toward the
real reason that young black
men are being murdered in
this country. It has nothing to
do with white vigilantes,
Stand Your Ground laws or
racial profiling. All these is-
sues are being used to deflect
attention from the fact that
white Americans just don’t
care that young black men are
getting murdered every day,
and black Americans seem to
care only if the killing is by a
cop or a white guy.

What do you make
of the Trayvon

Martin case?
A wider tragedy

Mike DiGiuro
Goshen, Ky.,

small-business
executive

R ecent events
and reportage
have chal-

lenged the ethics of
the Fourth Estate.
Journalists in all
media have been
faced with an interest-
ing dilemma. The
Trayvon Martin slay-
ing has tested the pro-
fession’s ethics. Sadly,
some of journalism’s
practitioners haven’t
measured up.

There has been a great
deal of reporting on the Black
Panthers’ bounty placed on
the head of his killer. There
have been reams written that
portrays Martin as a Skittles-
eating victim of an overzeal-
ous racist. In this rush to re-
port, precious little has been
said about the fact that San-
ford, Fla., police have found
evidence that it might have
been Martin who initially at-
tacked George Zimmerman
and not the other way around.
One major news outlet pur-
posely edited a 911 tape to
make it seem that Zimmer-
man’s attitude was racist,
when in fact the total tran-

script indicates other-
wise. Perhaps a sim-
ple reporting of the
known facts would
have served the pub-
lic well, rather than
loading up on state-
ments and accusa-
tions that were dam-
aging to Zimmerman
and ignored Martin’s
culpability in this
tragedy. Is it more im-
portant to report first
than to report accu-

rately? Is the public better
served when the story is re-
ported truthfully or when it’s
told in a manner that titillates
the public?

Journalism has two pur-
poses. First is to delve into the
facts of a situation and report
them without prejudice, fear
or favor to whoever reads,
watches or listens to the story.
A second purpose is to shape
public opinion. The place for
shaping public opinion is on
the opinion page or opinion
shows. Once media allow
their opinions to bleed over
into the news arena, they have
violated the cardinal rule of
the craft. ...

News and opinion

Terry
Sullivan

Prospect, Ky.,
retired

government
employee

T rayvon Martin. Two words
— tons of sorrow, buckets
of tears. When they finally

dry, we should get on with the
work of somehow bringing good
out of this horrendous tragedy.

The task will demand focus
and a rejection of factors not rel-
evant to the root causes. Race
falls into this category, for re-
gardless of whether it had any
bearing on George Zimmer-
man’s killing Trayvon, it most
definitely was not the root cause of the
killing.

That is reserved for Florida’s uncon-
stitutional “stand your ground” law and,
worse, the ideological mindset behind it.
Particularly troublesome is Florida Stat-
ute 776.042. Basically those who provoke
an attack on them lose the justification
and immunity for killing the attacker un-
less the provoker — in this case Zimmer-
man — reasonably believes that he is in
imminent danger of death or great bodily
harm and has tried to escape.

Did you get that? A killer can initiate a
crime on another, perhaps even premed-

itated murder, commit it and then
get away scot-free just by pro-
voking an incident and later
claiming the victim — who him-
self was using justifiable self-de-
fense — used such force in his
self-defensethat theoriginalper-
petrator believed his own life
was in peril. And when there are
no witnesses, justice is held hos-
tage to the whims of local law en-
forcement, like those in Sanford,
Fla., who can choose to believe

the killer’s story.
In essence, this law turns justice on

its head by converting the victim into the
assailant. Perversely, the only way the
victim can remain alive and thereby re-
tain their “victim” status is by killing the
provoker. Thus, everybody would have
to carry a gun and develop a killer’s men-
tality in order to be ever-ready to shoot
it.

Of course, that is what this law is all
about: the NRA and Republican goal of
creating a fully armed populace. It re-
flects a worldview based on fear and
suspicion. It devalues human life. ...

Root cause: gun law

Richard
Dawahare

Lexington. Ky.,
businessman/

attorney

“Jesus is the God whom we can approach without pride
and before whom we can humble ourselves without despair.”

BLAISE PASCAL (1623-1662), French mathematician, physicist, inventor, writer
and Catholic philosopher. Easter greetings!

ing to the1920s, that lets stu-
dentsdropoutofschoolat16.

Gov. Steve Beshear and
his wife, Jane, have cam-
paigned to raise the manda-
tory school attendance age
to 18, but Republicans in the
state Senate have repeated-
ly blocked the idea. They
note that many districts
aren’t prepared to deal with
kids who aren’t interested in
school,butalltherecentpro-
posals would have given
thosedistrictstimetoadjust.

The problem isn’t really
about money; it’s about atti-
tude. A state that lets kids
drop out at 16 is not a state
that has fully embraced the
idea of a well-educated pop-
ulace, and one that lags be-
hindtherestofthenation.As
House Education Commit-
tee Chairman Carl Rollins,
D-Midway, said in pushing
the latest anti-dropout bill,
“We’vegottochangethecul-
ture.”

Our state’s educational
shortcomings are partly re-
sponsible for its poor health
status,oneoftheworstinthe
nation. The latest health
rankings show Kentucky
eighth in premature death,
as measured the number of

potentialyearsoflifelostbe-
fore age 75. (If you want to
see how your county ranks,
go to this website:
www.countyhealthranking-
s.org. If you want the num-
bersbehindtherankingsfor
each county, such as cancer
death rates, go to www.ken-
tuckyhealthfacts.org.)

For years, our bugaboo
for bad health was tobacco,
which for decades was our
main cash crop. Eight years
after repeal of the federal
quotas and price supports
that kept tens of thousands
ofsmallfarmersgrowingto-
bacco, the number of grow-
ers has dwindled to around
5,000 and tobacco has little
politicalpunch.Butsmokers
do, because we still lead the
nation in smoking, at 29 per-
cent of adults. About 30 lo-
calities have passed smok-
ingbans,andastatewideban
actuallygotthroughaHouse
committee this year, but as
long as so many voters
smoke, its prospects are ha-
zy. It’s a Catch-22, because a
statewide ban would surely
reduce the number of smok-
ers, and our long-term
health problems.

One of those problems is
abuse of prescription drugs,
perhaps worse here than in

any other state. The bill the
legislature most needs to
pass when it returns for one
day Thursday is the one to
crack down on pill mills,
which got bollixed up as the
vetorecessbegan. Itwasen-
couragingtoseeabipartisan
statement Friday from Be-
shear, Attorney General
Jack Conway, House Speak-
er Greg Stumbo, Senate Re-
publican Floor Leader Rob-
ert Stivers, Sen. Jimmy Hig-
don, R-Lebanon, and House
Judiciary Committee Chair-
manJohnTilley,D-Hopkins-
ville, pushing for the bill.
That’s the kind of teamwork
that helped the Cats win.

Therearemanymoreex-
amplesofworkthatneedsto
bedone,solet’sweartheblue
and cheer the Cats (and the
Cards, Racers, Hilltoppers
and all the rest) but keep our
eye on the ball that matters:
making our state better.

Al Cross, former Courier-Jour-
nal political writer, is director of
the Institute for Rural Journal-
ism and Community Issues and
an associate professor in the
School of Journalism and
Telecommunications at the
University of Kentucky. His
opinions are his own, not those
of the university.
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WASHINGTON —
Mitt Romney is
developing a Mir-

lande Wilson problem.
Wilson, for those not ac-

quainted with the name, is
the Maryland woman who
claimed to have a winning
lottery ticket worth $218
million. She agreed to buy

lottery
tickets with
money
pooled from
co-workers
at McDon-
ald’s, but
then
claimed the
winning
ticket was
one bought
separately.

As the New York Daily
News has documented, she
has since claimed she’s not
sure she won, she hasn’t
checked the ticket, the
ticket is at her home, the
ticket is hidden at McDon-
ald’s, the ticket is secreted
away somewhere else, and
now she can’t find it.

On Wednesday, she
called a news conference,
only for her lawyer to tell
reporters to “go home.”

This was developing, by
chance, on the same day I
watched Romney, the pre-
sumptive Republican
presidential nominee, give
a speech in Washington.
Like Wilson and her golden
ticket, Romney was having
trouble with the facts.

“Good morning,” he be-
gan, though it was already
afternoon. The accuracy of
his statements went down-
hill from there.

He blamed President
Obama for the “weakest
economic recovery since
the Great Depression.”

He said he would save
“about $100 billion a year”
eliminating Obamacare.

He accused the presi-
dent of “taking a series of
steps that end Medicare as
we know it.” And he
claimed Obama had creat-
ed an “unaccountable pan-
el, with the power to pre-

vent Medicare from pro-
viding certain treatments.”

Incorrect, wrong, false
and fictitious. And that was
just a sample from one
Romney speech on one day.

Fact-checkers in the
press, such as The Wash-
ington Post’s Glenn Kess-
ler and the Tampa Bay
Times’ PolitiFact, have
been diligently pointing
out Romney’s whoppers.

That candidates don’t
tell the truth is hardly
news. Voters already know
there are lies, damn lies,
and politics. Just last week,
Obama dared the Supreme
Court to overturn his
health care reforms, say-
ing it “would be an unprec-
edented, extraordinary
step of overturning a law
that was passed by a strong
majority of a democratical-
ly elected Congress.” In
fact, the law passed by the
barest of margins — and, as
a former law instructor
such as Obama surely
knows, the Supreme Court
routinely strikes down
laws passed by Congress.

But the fact that the fibs
are routine doesn’t make
them less insidious. Public
support for the war in Iraq
was no doubt aided by the
perception among a major-
ity of Americans that Sad-
dam Hussein was behind
the Sept. 11 attacks — a fre-
quent insinuation of the
Bush administration.

Romney’s fast-and-
loose routine with the facts
— deployed equally against
his Republican rivals and
Obama — is particularly
disappointing because it is
unnecessary. He has a pow-
erful case to make against
Obama without the embel-
lishment: The economic re-
covery is maddeningly
slow without him claiming
that it’s the weakest since
the Great Depression (the
1980 and 2001 recoveries
were slower), or alleging
that “an article in The Wall
Street Journal” reported
that “this has been the
slowest economic recovery

including that of the Great
Depression” (the article,
an op-ed, said the recovery
is slower than “most”).

PolitiFact has awarded
Romney its “Pants on Fire”
or “False” ratings for 32
claims. Among these: that
Obama “didn’t even men-
tion the deficit or debt” in
his State of the Union ad-
dress, that “our Navy is
smaller than it’s been since
1917,” that Obama “never
worked in the private sec-
tor,” that Obama “gave” the
automakers “to the UAW,”
and that “we’re only inches
away from no longer being
a free economy.”

Wednesday’s speech
alone had more than a doz-
en distortions, including al-
legations that: Obama “has
failed to even pass a bud-
get” (Congress passes bud-
get resolutions, which the
president doesn’t sign);
Obama created a panel em-
powered to deny treat-
ments under Medicare (the
board can only make rec-
ommendations, and only if
Congressfails to find Medi-
care cuts), Obama “has
added regulations at a stag-
gering rate” (the Business
Roundtable just said it
“lauded” the administra-
tion’s attempt at reform).

Three Romney claims in
one speech got PolitiFact’s
“Pants on Fire” rating: that
Obama led “a government
takeover of health care,”
has been “apologizing for
America abroad” and is
ending “Medicare as we
know it.” Romney’s asser-
tions that Obama “is the
only president to ever cut
$500 billion from Medi-
care” and that eliminating
Obamacare saves “about
$100 billion” were rated
false.

That Romney resorts to
such gratuitous falsehoods
discredits his leadership
more than his opponent’s.

Dana Milbank is a Washing-
ton Post columnist. His email
address is danamil-
bank@washpost.com.

Facts vs. Mitt Romney

Dana
Milbank
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