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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Attire
5 Sow chow
9 Plague
10 Cheryl of “Suburgatory”
12 Maine college town
13 Exemplary
14 Swindles
16 Some crime evidence
17 Second person
18 Handy man?
20 Washington of Hollywood
22 “Why not!”
23 Invited
25 Sentence subject, usually
28 Help out
32 Seems
34 Book before Esth.
35 Wine choice
36 Outstanding
38 Beach creatures
40 Sleep inhibitor
41 Composer Erik
42 Camp craft
43 Dispatched
44 Serpent’s spot

DOWN
1 Infer
2 Annual golf event
3 Lairs
4 Patsies
5 Computer key
6 Pot part
7 Anxious
8 Gorp bit
9 Yawning, perhaps
11 Does in
15 Hex signs, e.g.

19 Early carmaker
21 Writer Grey
24 Gist
25 Dealer busters
26 Verdi output
27 News recap
29 Skate type
30 Fall, for one
31 Afternoon hour
33 Useful skill
37 Washer unit
39 Storage spot

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

It is usually easy to play 
perfectly when you can see all 
52 cards, but there are hands 
that are difficult to play cor-
rectly even when you have that 
advantage. For example, take 

this deal where West led the 
ace and another heart against 
six diamonds.

The slam would have been 
laydown had the trumps di-
vided 2-1. But after declarer 
ruffed the second heart and 
West then showed out on the 
ace of diamonds, South had a 
difficult problem to solve. If he 
drew East’s remaining trumps, 
he would not be able to ruff all 
of his spade losers in dummy, 
while if he didn’t draw trumps, 
East would overruff any at-
tempt to ruff a spade.

Faced with this seemingly 
insuperable difficulty, South 
managed to make the slam 
anyway. Acting on the assump-
tion that West’s distribution 
was almost surely 6-2-0-5, 
South drew two more rounds 
of trumps and then led a spade 
to dummy’s ace, producing 

this position:
South now made the key 

move of ruffing one of dum-
my’s hearts. This apparently 
innocuous play forced West 
to make a crucial discard. If 
he discarded a spade, South 
would cash the king of spades 
and ruff a spade to come to 12 
tricks. 

And if West discarded a club 
instead, South would get home 
by cashing the A-K of clubs and 
ruffing a club. Either way, West 
was doomed.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Focus on home and domestic matters 

today. Discussions with a parent could 
be significant. You also might want to 
hide or relax at home today.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
A busy day! Short trips, errands, read-

ing and writing, plus increased time with 
siblings and relatives, will keep you on 
the run today. “I’m late! I’m late, for a 
very important date!”

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Focus on financial matters today. Stay 

in touch with your bank accounts. A ma-
jor purchase could be something you’re 
considering now.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Today the Moon is in your sign, which 

makes you a bit more emotional than 
usual. However, it also can bring you a bit 
of extra good luck! Yay!

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Any time spent alone, especially in 

beautiful surroundings, will please you. 
You need to have a bit of privacy just to 
pull your act together today.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Conversations with a female friend 

will be important today. You might 
want to confide something about your 
dreams for the future (or perhaps some-
one wants to talk to you).

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Briefly, you will catch the attention of 

people in authority today, so it’s good to 
be aware of this. You might turn this to 
your advantage, or not. This might be a 
good time to ask for something.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This is quite a favorable day for you, 

especially with respect to publishing, the 
media, higher education, medicine and 
the law. You’ll also enjoy travel or making 
travel plans.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Discussions about taxes, debt, inheri-

tances and shared property could be productive today. 
It’s good to clear up worrisome loose details if you can. 
(“I’m free!”)

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
You will have to go more than halfway when dealing 

with others today, because the Moon is directly 
opposite your sign. (Hey, what’s a little compromise?)

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Do whatever you can to get better organized. You’re 

also focused on your health, and would like to do 
something to improve it. Any ideas?

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Take some time off to play today. Watch a game, 

see a movie, enjoy playful activities with children. Or 
just goof off somehow!

YOU BORN TODAY
You have a fighting instinct that serves you well. You 

don’t give up. In fact, you like to find a comfortable 
theme in your life to embrace. 

(You like what is familiar.) Nevertheless, you are per-
sonally very original. People like working with 
you because of your eccentricities. In the year ahead, 
an important choice will present itself. Choose 
wisely.
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