
A volunteer is a concerned citizen who is 
trained to speak in court for dependent 
neglected and abused children. No special 
background is needed but a volunteer must 
be 21 years of age. The CASA program pro-
vides free local training to eligible appli-
cants. May 2012 training begins in the first 
part of May.  You can be a powerful voice in 
a child’s life!

Call Marty Wallingford, 
Executive Director, 
at 606-563-7431 for 
more information.

CASA NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS

CASA of Bracken, Fleming and Mason Counties Inc.

Court Appointed Special Advocates FOR CHILDREN

Saturday, 
April 7th

Parking starts at 10am
& the hunt at noon

 Washington Rec. Park

8000 plus Eggs!

10th Annual

Toddler to Age 10
Bring your own Easter Basket to fill.

Special Prizes
for all ages!

Sponsored by

Victory Christian Center

606-759-7211

HAROLD’S
TAX SERVICE
Call Harold Bone 606-759-7899
Hours: Monday - Saturday 9-9, Sunday 1-6
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DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
17-year-old senior with 
a single, very controlling 
mother. It’s impossible to 
have a sit-down conver-
sation with her because 
she’s always working to 
support us. She works as a 
dog groomer. She’s always 
polite to her cus-
tomers and friends, 
but she turns into a 
witch when it’s just 
her and us kids.

I have never had 
any freedom. I go to 
school, come home 
and groom dogs, 
then it’s the same 
cycle all over again. 
She makes me feel 
useless unless I’m work-
ing for her, and the truth 
is I think she wants me to 
live with her forever. She 
won’t let me work, doesn’t 
want me to go to college 
and won’t give me my So-
cial Security card or birth 
certificate, so I cannot get 
on with my life. Please help. 
— TEEN WHO NEEDS 
ADVICE

DEAR TEEN: Where is 
your father in all of this? If 
your mother doesn’t want 
you to see your birth certif-
icate, it may be that there’s 
something she’s afraid you 
will see. Her controlling be-
havior does seem excessive 
for a girl your age.

In a few months you will 
be an adult. If you wish to 
continue your education, 
you should talk to a coun-
selor at school about it and 
inquire about scholarships, 
student aid and how to ap-
ply. Do not let your moth-
er’s disapproval discourage 
you from trying.

DEAR ABBY: I’m dating 
a hard-to-find kind of man. 
He is charming, funny, 
polite and very sweet. He is 
my Prince Charming except 
for one thing. He’s a racist.

I have asked him not 
to say demeaning things 
about people of other races 
to me because it upsets me. 
Most of his friends are like 
that, too. When he meets 
someone of a different race 
he’s polite and friendly, but 
when he sees someone on 

TV, or walking on the street 
he makes derogatory com-
ments.

I’m considering break-
ing up with him over this. 
Am I overly sensitive, or is 
this a legitimate concern? 
— TOO SENSITIVE IN 
TEXAS

DEAR TOO 
SENSITIVE: 
You’re not overly 
sensitive. We are 
living in an increas-
ingly diverse soci-
ety that in years to 
come will only be-
come more so. Birds 
of a feather tend 
to flock together, 
and so do racists. 

Unless you want to be-
come increasingly isolated 
and surrounded only by 
people who think like your 
“Prince” does, find some-
one who thinks more like 
you do. You’ll be happier in 
the long run.

DEAR ABBY: My 
cousin “Carla” just had 
a baby. She’s in her early 
20s, unemployed and liv-
ing in a condo her parents 
bought her so she won’t be 
homeless. Her deadbeat 
boyfriend lives with her. 
They smoke pot and love 
to party, although Carla 
has abstained since she got 
pregnant.

When I received an invi-
tation to her baby shower, 
I declined. I don’t think 
her having a baby is a good 
thing, and I didn’t feel 
comfortable celebrating 
this “good” news. I have not 
offered my opinion on the 
subject, but when my sister 
asked me why and I told 
her, she called me selfish. 
Do you think she is right? — 
PRINCIPLED COUSIN

DEAR PRINCIPLED 
COUSIN: I don’t think you 
were selfish for sticking 
with your principles. Nor 
do I think your unemployed 
cousin and her deadbeat 
boyfriend are heading down 
the road of parenthood in 
a responsible way. Because 
you didn’t feel you would 
enjoy the event, you were 
right to decline the invita-
tion.

Dear abby

Senior is eager to 
prevent life from 
going to the dogs

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Today is Saturday, March 31, 

the 91st day of 2012. There are 
275 days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT 
IN HISTORY:

On March 31, 1932, Ford 
Motor Co. publicly unveiled its 
powerful flathead V8 engine; 
while not the first eight-cylinder 
engine, it was the first to be af-
fordable to the general public, 
and proved very popular.

ON THIS DATE:
In 1889, French engineer 

Gustave Eiffel unfurled the 
French tricolor from atop the 
Eiffel Tower, officially marking 
its completion.

In 1931, Notre Dame college 
football coach Knute Rockne, 
43, was killed in the crash of a 
TWA plane in Bazaar, Kan.

In 1933, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt signed the Emer-
gency Conservation Work Act, 
which created the Civilian Con-
servation Corps.

In 1943, the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical “Okla-
homa!” opened on Broadway.

In 1949, Newfoundland (now 
called Newfoundland and Lab-
rador) entered confederation 
as Canada’s tenth province.

In 1953, Stanley Kubrick’s 
first feature film, a war drama 
titled “Fear and Desire,” pre-
miered in New York.

In 1968, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson stunned the country 
by announcing at the conclu-
sion of a broadcast address on 
Vietnam that he would not seek 
re-election.

TEN YEARS AGO: 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 

Sharon vowed to smash Pales-
tinian militants in a broadcast 
speech that came the same day 
as a suicide bombing in Haifa 
that killed 15 Israelis. Pope John 
Paul II used his Easter message 
to call for an end to violence in 
the Holy Land. 

FIVE YEARS AGO: 
President George W. Bush 

called for the release of 15 Brit-
ish sailors and marines held 
by Iran, calling their capture by 
Tehran “inexcusable behavior.” 
(The crew members were 
released on April 4, 2007.) 
President Bush again came to 
the defense of Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzales, under criti-
cism for his role in the firing of 
federal prosecutors, calling him 
“honorable and honest.”

ONE YEAR AGO: 
Moammar Gadhafi struck 

a defiant stance after two 
high-profile defections from 
his regime, saying the Western 
leaders who had decimated his 
military with airstrikes should 
resign immediately — not him. 
(Gadhafi’s message was in the 
form of a scroll across the bot-
tom of state TV as he remained 
out of sight.) Baseball fan Bryan 
Stow, a paramedic from Santa 
Cruz, Calif., was brutally beaten 
following the Dodgers’ home 
opener against the Giants in 
Los Angeles. (Two men have 
been charged in connection 
with the attack.)

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
Actress Peggy Rea is 91. 

Actor William Daniels is 85. 
Hockey Hall-of-Famer Gordie 
Howe is 84. Actor Richard 
Chamberlain is 78. Actress 
Shirley Jones is 78. Country 
singer-songwriter John D. Lou-
dermilk is 78. Musician Herb 
Alpert is 77. Senate Judiciary 
Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
is 72. U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D-
Mass., is 72. Actor Christopher 
Walken is 69. 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY: 
“An optimist may see a light 

where there is none, but why 
must the pessimist always 
run to blow it out?” — Rene 
Descartes, French philosopher 
(born this date in 1596, died 
1650).

TODAY IN HISTORY

ADVICE

The Mason County 
High School Site-Based 
Decision Making Council 
election for the 2012-
2013 school year will be 
held April 23, 2012, from 
5-7 p.m., in the Mason 
County High School li-
brary.

Current ninth grade 
through 11th grade parents 
can be nominated. Ap-

plications for nominations 
can be picked up at Mason 
County High School front 
office. For eighth grade 
parents, applications for 
nominations can be picked 
up at Mason County Mid-
dle School front office.

All nominations must 
be turned in at front of-
fices no later than April 13, 
2012.

Mason County High Site-Based 
Council elections set for April 23 

St. Patrick School will 
present its 2012 Spring 
Musical “Grease: School 
Version,” book, music and 
lyrics by Jim Jacobs and 
Warren Casey.

The musical will be 
performed at Maysville 
Community and Techni-
cal College, Friday, April 

27 with the gala beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. and the show 
at 7 p.m.; Saturday, April 
28-7 p.m.; Sunday, April 
29-2 p.m.

For ticket information 
please call the school at 
606-564-5949, or visit 
the website stpatschool.
com.

ST. PATRICK MUSICAL 
BEGINS APRIL 27 

Navy Seaman Recruit 
Josh L. Montgomery, 
a 2007 graduate of 
Fleming County High 
School, Flemingsburg, 
recently completed U.S. 
Navy basic training at 
Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill.

During the eight-
week program, Mont-
gomery completed 
a variety of training 
which included class-
room study and prac-
tical instruction on 
naval customs, first 
aid, firefighting, water 
safety and survival, and 
shipboard and aircraft 
safety. An emphasis was 
also placed on physical 
fitness.

The capstone event 
of boot camp is “Battle 
Stations.” This exercise 
gives recruits the skills 
and confidence they 
need to succeed in the 
fleet. “Battle Stations” 
is designed to galvanize 
the basic warrior attri-
butes of sacrifice, dedi-
cation, teamwork and 
endurance in each re-
cruit through the prac-
tical application of basic 
Navy skills and the core 
values of Honor, Cour-
age and Commitment. 
Its distinctly ‘’Navy’’ 
flavor was designed to 
take into account what 
it means to be a sailor.

Navy Seaman 
Recruit Josh 
Montgomery 
completes training 

Kentucky Attorney 
General Jack Conway 
is pleased to announce 
that Mason County High 
took top honors in the 
LifeSmarts state competi-
tion held yesterday on the 
campus of Kentucky State 
University. This marks 
the second year in a row 
that Mason County has 
won the annual consumer 
education game-show 
style competition. A team 
from Grant County High 
placed second, followed 
by Bracken County High.

“Whether you are in 
high school or retired, 
it is important to be a 
wise consumer,” General 
Conway said. “I’d like to 
congratulate the students 
from Mason County who 
continue to excel in this 
competition and thank 
all of the students who 
participated in this year’s 
LifeSmarts competition.”

Mason County’s win-
ning team was coached 
by teacher Maggie Prater. 
The team members in-
cluded Amrita Srinivasan, 
Gita Srinivasan, Daniel 
Appelman, Garret Appel-
man and Taylor Douglas.

Participating teams 
qualified online for a 
chance to meet face to 
face at the LifeSmarts 
competition. Students 
tested their knowledge 
and skills by answering 

questions in the areas of 
health and safety, personal 
finance, environment and 
technology, and consumer 
rights and responsibilities. 
Regional experts in these 
areas served as officials 
for the competition and 
included a representa-
tive from the Kentucky 
Department of Financial 
Institutions, the Com-
monwealth Credit Union, 
Apprisen/CCCS of Cen-
tral Kentucky, the Ken-
tucky Department of Edu-
cation, and the Attorney 
General’s Office. An area 
news anchor and Better 
Business Bureau represen-
tatives served as question 
masters for the event.

LifeSmarts is sponsored 
by the National Consum-
ers League. The state 
program was hosted by 

the Office of the Attorney 
General in partnership 
with the Department of 
Financial Institutions, the 
Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service (4-H 
and Youth Development 
Programs), and the Bet-
ter Business Bureau. 
This year, the Louisville 
branch of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of St. Louis 
sponsored the state com-
petition, while the Com-
monwealth Credit Union 
sponsored a segment of 
the competition whereby 
students competed indi-
vidually in five topic areas.

High schools interested 
in learning more about 
LifeSmarts for the 2012-
2013 program year may 
visit the LifeSmarts web-
site at www.lifesmarts.
org .

MASON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
CLAIMS LIFESMART CHAMPIONSHIP 

PROVIDED
LIFESMART TEAM WINS | Amrita Srinvasan, Gita Srinvasan, 
Daniel Appelman, Garrett Appelman and Taylor Douglas are 
headed to National competition.

The Mason County 
High School Academic 
Team successfully com-
peted at the 2012 Gover-
nor’s Cup Tenth Region 
Competition Feb. 18 at 
Montgomery County High 
School.

 Mason County placed 
fifth out of the 14-team 
field. The following 
district medalists from 
Mason County vied for 
the region medals in their 
written events: Taylor 
Douglas, Parker Segal, 
Rachel Shower, Wendi 
Smallwood, Amrita Srini-
vasan, Gita Srinivasan and 
Duncan Wood.

Duncan Wood won 
the region champion-
ship medals in both of his 
events, math and science. 
He is the only student 
from Mason County to 
have placed first in two 
academic subjects the 
same year in the 27 years 

of Governor’s Cup 10th 
Region competition. Am-
rita Srinivasan placed fifth 
in math and fifth in lan-
guage arts. Both Wood and 
Srinivasan scored points 
for their team and earned 
the honor of advancing to 
the Governor’s Cup State 
Finals in Lexington.

The quick recall team 
of Amrita Srinivasan 
(captain), Duncan Wood, 
Gita Srinivasan and Ra-
chel Shower defeated St. 
Patrick High School and 
eventual quick recall win-
ner, Montgomery County, 
in the double elimination 
tournament.

The Mason County 
High School quick re-
callers were awarded the 
Tenth Region Governor’s 
Cup Quick Recall fourth 
place trophy. The team is 
coached by Todd Watts, a 
teacher of English at Ma-
son County High School.

Mason County High School 
Academic Team competes

MCHS ACADEMIC TEAM COMPETES: The following students 
competed in the Governor’s Cup: from left: Taylor Douglas, 
Rachel Shower, Duncan Wood (regional medalist), Gita Sriniva-
san, Amrita Srinivasan (regional medalist), Wendi Smallwood, 
and Parker Segal.


