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Forget fear of fl ying; 
fear airport screening

GOP primary: Gong, Gong, Gong!

There was terror in the skies this week 
over Texas, caused not by a terrorist but 
by a pilot — a Flight Standards captain, no 
less. JetBlue Airways Capt. Clay Osbon, 
flying Flight 191 from New York’s John 
F. Kennedy International Airport to Las 
Vegas, began moving up and down the 
aisle after the jet was airborne, ranting, 
according to several passengers, about 
Iraq, Israel, al-Qaida and bombs, calling 
on passengers to recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
saying that they were “all going down.” 
An off-duty pilot in the cabin went to 
the cockpit to help the co-pilot with the 
emergency landing, while passengers and 
crew subdued Osbon. Osbon, who’d been 
with JetBlue almost since its founding, 
was taken to the hospital, suspended with 
pay, then criminally charged with inter-
fering with a flight crew.

That’s enough to inspire a fear of fly-
ing in anyone. But just getting to your 
airplane these days may present a greater 
risk to your health than the actual flight.

New airport security screening tech-
nology, primarily backscatter X-ray 
devices, have come under increased scru-
tiny, as their effectiveness is questioned 
amid concerns that the radiation expo-
sure may cause cancer. Adding to health 
concerns are both the graphic nature of 
the images captured, essentially nude 
photos of every person passing through 
the machine, and the aggressive — and 
for some, humiliating — nature of the 
alternative to the scans, the “enhanced 
pat-down” by a Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) agent.

Republican Sen. Susan Collins intro-
duced a bill that would require indepen-
dent laboratory testing of the X-ray back-
scatter machines, exactly what a group 
of University of California, San Francisco 
scientists called on the Obama adminis-
tration to do in April 2010. Responding to 
the TSA claim (provided by the manufac-
turer, Rapiscan) that the radiation dose is 
less than “the dose one receives from eat-
ing one banana,” professor John Sedat and 
others wrote: “While the dose would be 
safe if it were distributed throughout the 
volume of the entire body, the dose to the 
skin may be dangerously high. ... There is 
good reason to believe that these scanners 
will increase the risk of cancer to chil-
dren and other vulnerable populations 
(including pregnant women).” When this 
risk is multiplied over 700 million an-
nual travelers, Michael Love, Ph.D., the 
manager of the Johns Hopkins School 
of Medicine X-ray facility, told Discover 

magazine, “someone is going to get skin 
cancer.” The European Union has banned 
the machines.

While flying the past few weekends, 
I refused to go through the scanners, 
which is every passenger’s right, although 
the option is almost never indicated 
anywhere (the Collins bill also requires 
clear signage). I was made to wait while 
TSA employees were clearly available to 
conduct what is euphemistically called 
an “enhanced pat-down.” The agent’s 
aggressive questioning of my decision 
to “opt out” was matched only by her ag-
gressive pat-down when I would not give 
in. Arriving back in New York, a friend 
who had just flown in from Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Airport recounted 
how the TSA agent had her hands down 
the front of my friend’s pants and said, 
“Feels like you’ve lost some weight”!

Who gains? The two manufacturers 
of the full-body scanners have powerful 
friends. As reported in The Hill and The 
Washington Post, L-3 Communications, 
maker of the millimeter wave scanner, 
hired lobbyist Linda Daschle, wife of 
former Sen. Tom Daschle. Rapiscan, the 
maker of the X-ray backscatter machine, 
reportedly paid $1 million to the Cher-
toff Group, run by former Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary 
Michael Chertoff, while Chertoff ap-
peared in the media touting the value of 
the machines. Each machine costs the 
taxpayer about $150,000, but that is only 
the purchase; installation, then staffing, 
costs much more.

TSA agents themselves may face the 
greatest risks. A recent TSA inspector 
general’s report acknowledged that “wing 
shields be installed to further reduce radi-
ation exposure levels for backscatter op-
erators.” It also noted that TSA employees 
reported insufficient time for training on 
the machines. Michael Grabell, a reporter 
with ProPublica who has written exten-
sively on full-body scanners, told me: 
“Radiation technicians have told some 
of the TSA screeners that ‘If I were on 
these machines, I’d be wearing a radia-
tion badge.’ But the TSA has refused to let 
them.”

All these concerns have led the non-
profit Electronic Privacy Information 
Center to sue the TSA and DHS, seeking 
a halt to the use of the scanners, at least 
until independent testing of the risks is 
performed, and the results made public.

Until we know that these full-body 
scanners are safe, I’m opting out.

I don’t know about you, but watching 
the Republican primary season is mak-
ing me feel like a judge on the “The Gong 
Show.”

I watched or listened to all three can-
didates after Tuesday night’s Illinois pri-
mary. I’m still crying.

If Mitt, Newt and Rick had given those 
uninspiring speeches on Chuck Barris’ 
twisted 1970s amateur talent show, the 
celebrity panelists would have gang-
gonged them in 30 seconds.

The speeches Romney, Santorum and 
Gingrich gave were the least inspiring of 
this trying campaign season. Each one 
was too long, lacking in vision and boring 
as hell. I think Santorum is still delivering 
his Gettysburg Address.

Hasn’t anyone on his staff ever heard 
the advice “less is more”? Don’t any of 
these guys realize that their rambling, 
dull speeches are carried live on the cable 
channels?

Win or lose, here’s a free idea for one of 
them to try after the Louisiana primary on 
Saturday (March 24):

First give a quick, sharp, inspiring, en-
thusiastic, Obama-bashing speech for 
the TV cameras. Use a teleprompter if you 
must or, if you want to look Reaganesque, 
write a few notes on some index cards.

Then, after three minutes, say “God 
bless America!” or “On to the White 
House!” and exit stage right.

Save the rehashes of your positions on 
healthcare or family values for your sup-
porters in the room. Ditto for your sincere 
thanks to your loyal cousin Shirley and 
the assistant precinct captain of Peoria.

I have a more strategic suggestion for 
our three contestants before “The Repub-
lican Gong Show” gets to Tampa.

If they are truly serious about wanting 

to beat Obama in the fall, they’d bet-
ter dump all their advisers now. They 
each need to find someone like a Michael 
Deaver or a Lyn Nofziger, the media ge-
niuses who ran my father’s campaigns, 
and listen carefully.

The cold truth is that at this point there 
is only one professional campaign team 
in this never-ending primary and, like it 
or not, it’s Romney’s. The Santorum and 
Gingrich teams may be more conserva-
tive, but they are not well funded and 
they’re amateur league.

Newt says Mitt can’t beat Obama, but 
he can’t beat Romney or Santorum, and 
even Ron Paul beat him in Illinois. And 
Rick says Mitt will say whatever he needs 
to say to win. Welcome to hardball poli-
tics, Rick.

Let’s face it. There is no road for Santo-
rum or Gingrich to the White House, not 
even a dirt road. That is unfortunate. But 
now the primary has turned into a “Stop 
Romney” campaign and that’s much more 
than unfortunate. It’s destructive. And it 
only helps Obama.

Here’s a suggestion for Newt and Rick if 
they insist on going one-on-one against 
Romney. Since primary loss after primary 
loss clearly isn’t working, how about a 
game of Rock, Paper, Scissors and the 
loser goes home?

Seriously, it’s time for Mitt to get some 
of his own ideas and not take them from 
Newt (energy) and from Rick (freedom). 
Without his own “big ideas” and own 
“vision thing,” he will lose. Trust me.

Most importantly, it’s time for Mitt 
to reach out to the conservatives. If he 
doesn’t, he won’t ever be president, 
either, and Obama will get four more 
years to continue his deconstruction of 
America.
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WANTED: COMMON SENSE MEMBERS
I think the Fleming County School Board needs to get 

some of the of their board members out and put in some 
people with common sense.

IT’S ONLY A GAME

I am sick and tired of hearing about the hate between the 
two coaches from University of Kentucky and University of 
Louisville. This is just a ballgame and where is their sports-
manship? Someone has to win and someone has to loose.

A SIMPLE QUESTION

Voting is very important. Ask yourself if you are better 
off now than four years ago. Your house is worth less, un-
employment is up 4 percent and the national debt is up by 
trillions. Insurance is out of sight, even bacon is up by $2 a 
pound and gas is up by $2 a gallon. Ask yourself again, are 
you better off now.

CHANGE OF CHANNELS

This is about the Olympics being on national TV. I agree 
with the comments made by a caller the other day that it 
should be on a sports channel and not NBC.

SHOW YOUR WILDCAT PRIDE

Hope everyone hangs out their Wildcat flags Saturday. 
Support the Cats. We need to realize all eyes will be on Ken-
tucky Saturday night. They bring the largest crowds to all 
games and have more support than any other team in the 
NCAA. We are so proud of this team.

The Comment Line is 606-564-4045. A tape recorder is 
used to record messages. Please speak slowly and clearly and 
keep background noises low. It is not necessary to leave your 
name in order to particpate in the Comment Line, however, 
we ask that callers not dominate the medium. The Ledger 
Independent reserves the right to edit comments for libel, ob-
scenities or other inappropriate material.

HOW THEY SEE IT
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE, ELIZABETHTOWN, 
ON FOSTER CARE LEGISLATION:

While some 18-year-olds might be well-prepared for 
self-sufficiency as young adults, most of us would agree 
many aren’t.

Even the best of the best among young people have not 
had the life experience to successfully handle all the unex-
pected challenges that life can raise. When such challenges 
occur, sons and daughters seek out parents for assistance, 
and many times financial help, in overcoming obstacles And 
though we might complain a bit when having to do so, deep 
inside we’re glad they come to us and happy that we are able 
to come to their rescue.

But what happens when these challenges and obstacles 
occur for young adults who have “aged out” of foster care? 
Who is readily there to help them overcome a life emer-
gency?

Under current law, at age 18 foster kids “age out” and no 
longer are eligible for the care provided them through the 
system. For those who exit foster care, the statistics stacked 
against their success as independent young adults aren’t 
good. ...

Senate Bill 213, sponsored by Sen. Ken Winters, R-Murray, 
and unanimously passed by the Senate Health and Welfare 
Committee, seeks to improve these odds by making it easier 
for foster care youths to continue under state care until the 
age of 21 if they choose to do so. ...

For those who choose to continue under foster care, the 
period between 18 and 21 years of age would be identified as 
“transitional living support” rather than “extended com-
mitment” — a more fitting description of what actually is 
occurring for these young people. ...

SB 213 ... is legislation that would provide a very marginal 
continued foster care cost now, but one that would save 
multiples in social services costs later on. It is a bill that leg-
islators should support and enact.

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“Has he endorsed you?” — George H.W. Bush to Mitt 

Romney as reporters were beginning to the leave the room 
on whether his son, former President George W. Bush, en-
dorsed him for president. Romney told the senior Bush he 
hadn’t yet.

“You are about 50 times as likely to get struck by 
lightning as to win the lottery, based on the 90 people 
a year getting struck by lightning. Of course, if you 
buy 50 tickets, you’ve equalized your chances of win-
ning the jackpot with getting struck by lightning.” — 
Mike Catalano, chairman of the mathematics department 
at Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, S.D., on the 
chances of winning lotteries like the $540 million Mega Mil-
lions jackpot.


