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GEORGETOWN, Ohio | A 
Brown county woman who has 
a history of selling marijuana 
was sentenced to prison after 
she entered a guilty plea to 
another drug-related charge 
to Judge Scott T. Gusweiler on 
Tuesday.

Freda L. Carnes was charged 
with one felony count of de-
ception to obtain a dangerous 
drug, a fifth-degree felony with 
a specification that she had 
a past drug abuse conviction 
in 2007, according to Brown 
County Court of Common Pleas 
records.

Gusweiler sentenced Carnes 
to prison for two years and she 

was ordered to pay court costs 
and the public defender fees, 
according to court reports.

According to court records, 
Carnes entered the guilty plea 
to trafficking in marijuana 
on June 8, 2007, thus she was 
placed under Community Con-
trol Sanctions for five years 
under the supervision of the 
Brown County Adult Probation 

Department. Carnes violated 
her community control when 
she was indicted on the new 
charge this year, according to 
court records.

She also was indicted for 
trafficking in marijuana, a fifth-
degree felony count in August 
2004, according to Brown 
County Court of Common Pleas 
records.

Brown County woman sentenced
to prison after plea on drug charge
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Free GED testing is being offered at 
Maysville Community and Technical College 
through June 30.

This opportunity to obtain a GED di-
ploma is being offered to citizens of Mason, 
Bracken, Lewis, Robertson and Nicholas 
counties at no charge through a grant from 
the Kentucky Workforce Investment Act for 
Kentucky Adult Education.

Bill Teegarden, program manager of adult 
education and college preparedness at MCTC 
said this is the first time the college has been 
awarded such a large amount of funding, giv-
ing more freedom to how many people can 
participate. 

The normal test fee is $60, Teegarden 
said.

Through the grant students will work on an 
accelerated classes to enable them to take the 
test by the June 30 cut off date.

MCTC 
o� ering free 
GED testing ROGER ALFORD

Associated Press

FRANKFORT | Cold and allergy 
sufferers would face limits on the 
amount of some over-the-counter 
medications that they can purchase 
under a bill intended to curb produc-
tion of methamphetamine.

The Senate voted 29-8 for final 
passage on Friday.

The goal is to limit access to large 
quantities of medicines like Claritin 
D and Allegra that contain pseudo-
ephedrine, a key ingredient in the il-
legal drug that’s being widely abused 
in the state.

The proposal would limit purchas-
es to no more than 7.2 grams a month 
or 24 grams a year. 

That’s the equivalent of roughly 
two packages per month or seven 
packages per year. People who need 
more would have to get a prescrip-
tion.

Gov. Steve Beshear hasn’t said 
whether he will sign the measure 
into law.

Rep. Tommy Turner, R-Somerset, 
said the bill is one of the most im-
portant that lawmakers have con-
sidered this year because it will 
save lives and property by curbing 
production of the addictive drug that 
has ravaged much of Kentucky.

“It’s such an epidemic that some-
thing had to be done,” said Turner, 
who supported the measure in the 
House despite objections from some 

critics who saw it as infringing on 
the rights of consumers.

“I think you’ll find that nobody 
will need more than that, and if they 
do need more than that they need to 
be going to see a doctor anyway,” he 
said.

Originally, the legislation would 
have made any medication contain-
ing pseudoephedrine available only 
by prescription. 

The idea was to make it more dif-
ficult to for meth cookers to get 
pseudoephedrine. But that proposal 
hit major opposition and had to be 
amended to get it through the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Sen. Jerry Rhoads, D-Madison-
ville, broke the legislative stalemate 
on the issue with a compromise pro-
posal that allowed minimum pur-
chases without a prescription.

Republican Floor Leader Robert 
Stivers II of Manchester, sponsor of 
the legislation, said he would have 
preferred requiring prescriptions for 
any amount of medications contain-
ing pseudoephedrine.

Lawmakers have been debating 
the issue for more than a year. The 
Consumer Healthcare Products As-
sociation had fought against limiting 
access to the medications, saying 
such an action would cause a hard-
ship for people prone to allergies and 
colds.

Kentucky bill would place 
limits on cold, allergy meds

BRUCE SCHREINER
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE | Kentucky farmers are poised 
to plant the state’s largest corn crop in more 
than a quarter century, part of an upward 
trend nationally that’s driven by strong pric-
es, a government report said Friday.

Farmers intend to plant 1.5 million acres 
of corn this spring in Kentucky, up 120,000 
acres from last year, according to a report 
from the National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice’s field office in Kentucky.

If the forecast pans out, it would be the 
largest corn crop planted in Kentucky since 
1986, it said.

“We’re seeing ground planted in corn that 
we haven’t seen in some time,” Henderson 
County agricultural extension agent Mike 
Smith said in a telephone interview.

Kentucky corn acreage 
forecast expected to 
be largest since 1986

TERRY PRATHER, THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT
ON THE WAY | An accident victim is airlifted from Meadowview Regional Medical Center Fri-
day. No other information was available.

TERRY PRATHER, THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT
HOME STRETCH | The Washington Presbyterian Church’s roof received a new coat of paint Friday. The church is located along Old Main Street in Wash-
ington and was founded in 1870.
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BESHEAR, FAMILY TO 
ATTEND NCAA FINAL FOUR

FRANKFORT | Gov. Steve 
Beshear and his family will 
be flying to New Orleans 
this weekend for the NCAA 
basketball tournament’s 
Final Four games, including 
a match-up Saturday night 
between the University of 
Kentucky and the University 
of Louisville.

It’s the first time since 
1991 that one state will send 
two teams to the Final Four.

Beshear will use a state 
aircraft to fly to New Orleans 
and will reimburse the state 
for the expense.

Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson 
is also going, but will fly 
separately on a University of 
Louisville charter plane. His 
travel will not be charged to 
the state.

The governor and his fam-
ily are allowed to use state 
aircraft for personal use. 
Beshear has mandated that 
any non-governmental travel 
using the aircraft must be re-
paid to the state. — AP

ASHLAND COLLEGE 
STARTS SEARCH FOR 
NEW PRESIDENT

ASHLAND | Ashland 
Community and Technical 
College has started a national 
search for a new president 
with officials hoping to fill 
the job by July 1.

Retiring President Gregory 
D. Adkins will be vacating 
the office by then and Ken-
tucky’s top community col-
lege official says he wants to 
have a replacement without 
having to appoint an interim 
chief.

Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System 
President Michael B. Mc-
Call told The Independent 
the hiring process would be a 
collaborative effort between 
his office and the college’s 
board.

McCall wants to make a job 
offer by the last week of June.

Adkins, who has been 
ACTC president since 2001, 
announced his retirement in 
January. — AP

EASTERN KY. MAN 
FATALLY STABBED, 
SUSPECT ARRESTED

BARBOURVILLE | An east-
ern Kentucky man has been 
found fatally stabbed on a 
front porch.

Kentucky State Police 
said the body of 42-year-old 
Bobby Hamilton of Barbo-
urville was discovered early 
Thursday morning at a home 
just outside of Barbourville.

Police charged 26-year-
old Randell W. Bays of Bar-
bourville with murder.

The KSP said in a news 
release that no additional 
details of the crime were 
available. An autopsy was 
ordered.

Bays was held Friday 
morning at the Knox County 
Detention Center, where re-
cords didn’t indicate wheth-
er he had an attorney. — AP

KY. COUPLE CHARGED 
IN RELATIVE’S DEATH

MADISONVILLE | A west-
ern Kentucky couple has 
been indicted in the death of 
a relative whose body police 
found in a shallow grave in 
February.

A Hopkins County grand 
jury charged 31-year-old 
Joshua Osborne and his 
wife, 27-year-old Stephanie 
Osborne with complicity to 
commit murder stemming 
from the death of Sherry 
Hays.

Hays lived with the Os-
bornes in Nebo until her 
disappearance in November. 
Hays was Joshua Osborne’s 
aunt.

A family member reported 
Hays missing on Nov. 16. Re-
ports initially indicated Hays 
left the residence Nov. 2 with 
her belongings in plastic 
bags.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney David Massamore told 
The Messenger he charged 
both with complicity on 
Tuesday so jurors won’t have 
to decide who principally 
caused the death.

Stephanie and Joshua Os-
borne were in the Hopkins 
County Jail on $500,000 
bond. — AP


