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The original Dream Game was 
March 27, 1983, and it led to Ken-
tucky and Louisville star ting a 
college basketball series the next 
season that many U of L fans had 
been wanting for years.

UK believed as the flagship 
institution of higher learning in 
the commonwealth, it didn’t have 
to play U of L, which it had long 
considered a secondary school, 
both academically and athletically.

It took the NCAA selection 
committee to set the brackets up 
to make the game possible in the 
old Stokely Athletic Center at the 
University of Tennessee.

And the top-level players on 
the court didn’t disappoint. UK 
held double-digit leads 
in both halves, but U 
of L roared back to go 
up by five before the 
Cats forced overtime.

T h e  C a r d i n a l s 
showed why they 
were called the Doc-
tors of Dunk in the 
OT, scoring the first 
14 points on the way 
to an 80-68 win.

All that did was 
absolutely floor every-
body in attendance.

“It more than lived 
up to its billing,” said 
Bil ly Packer, then 
the lead college basketball ana-
lyst for CBS who broadcast the 
game. “Because of all the hype 
and outside pressures on the 
kids, it was a special game. They 
didn’t let all the other stuff affect 
them. They played an almost per-
fect game.”

The stars that day for U of L 
were Rodney McCray (7-of-7 
from the field), Lancaster Gordon 
(24 points) and Milt Wagner (18 
points). The Cats were led by Jim 
Master and Melvin Turpin, who 
each scored 18 points.

The scene was incredible by 
the sports standards of the day. 
Former Kentucky Gov. John Y. 
Brown wore a half red, half blue 
coat and baseball cap that matched 
that color scheme.

Days before the Cats and Cards 
would meet, there were major dis-
cussions about the possibility of 
the matchup in statewide media.

UK and Indiana were to meet 
in the Mideast Regional semifinals 
on Thursday, but all many wanted 
to talk about was UK and Louis-
ville.

A television reporter asked Joe 
B. Hall if the possible matchup was 
on the minds of the Wildcat play-
ers.

Hall launched into a diatribe 
about the question.

“That’s about the most useless 
question I’ve ever heard,” Hall 
responded. “If they haven’t seen it 
in the papers, then they’re totally 
blind and don’t belong in college.”

The players then took the same 
approach as the current Cats 
and Cards, saying they saw the 
matchup as just another game, and 
downplayed the high stakes that 

were on the line.
“Basically, Ken-

tucky is just like any 
other team, although 
it’s a state school,” U 
of L center Charles 
Jones said. “We can’t 
get caught up in the 
fans’ emotions.

“For a lot of people 
this is the game of 
their dreams.”

U of L won its 
regional semifinal 
over Arkansas, 65-63, 
on a Scooter McCray 
tip-in at the horn.

UK also did its 
part, beating border rival Indiana 
64-59 in the other regional semi-
final.

All that was left was to wait 
the one day for the late Saturday 
morning tip-off.

It turned into a celebration that 
U of L fans had been looking for 
since 1959. The Cardinals won that 
game, 76-61.

Kentucky didn’t have to wait 
long for another shot at the Car-
dinals in the NCAA Tournament, 
as they met the following year in 
Lexington.

Winston Bennett finished off a 
3-point play with 13 seconds left, 
and the Wildcats pulled out a 72-67 
victory in the Mideast Conference 
semifinals. 

Kentucky had to rally, trailing 
Louisville 36-32 at halftime.

Both games also paved the 
way for a series that many UK 
fans didn’t initially embrace.

Cats, Cards rivalry heated up in the ’80s
BY MARK MATHIS
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

UK avenged 1983 loss with win 
over Cards a year later in Lexington
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Kentucky’s Sam Bowie and Louisville’s Manuel Forrest fight for a rebound of a missed Kentucky shot in NCAA 
Mideast Regional action on March 23, 1984, in Lexington. Kentucky won, 72-67.
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