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Tiny Town Boutique
“Latest In Children’s Fashion!”

1235 N. Main St., Madisonville, KY
(270)-824-0434

Visit Our Newly Remodeled Store

New Store Hours
Monday - Saturday 

7am - 7pm
Sunday

12pm - 5pm

Customer Reward Program

Persnickety
Clothing

NOW HERE!

UK Final Four 
SALEabration!

BUY SPRING 
2012 OUTFIT, 
GET A FREE 
HAIRBOW

ENTER TO WIN:
• FREE PAIR OF 
SPRING 2012 

SPERRY TOPSIDERS
• $25 GIFT 

CERTIFICATE

BUY 2 
MELISSA & 
DOUG TOYS, 
GET 1 FREE

Huge $5.00 
Per Item 

Clearance 
Rack on 2011 

Spring

Spring & Fall 
2011 Clearance 

Racks
60% Off!

Fall 2011 
UK Clothing 

60% Off

Complete 
Restock of

 UK Clothing
Bibs, Gowns, Blankets, 

Tee’s, Cheerleading 
Outfits, Hair Bows, Etc.

 2011 Spring 
Shoes 

50% Off

 Easter
Racks

40% Off
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“They have improved as the 
year has gone on,” Louisville 
coach Rick Pitino said earlier in 
the week. 

“They understand their 
defensive assignments better. To 
get a young team to play that well 
at the defensive end all year is 
just a great job by their coaching 
staff.”

Of course, having a 
shot-blocking virtuoso like 
Anthony Davis defending the lane 
and the rim doesn’t hurt. Davis 
has 175 blocks this season, which 
is more than 300 NCAA Division I 
teams had.

But Pitino is right, the 
entire team has improved, both 
individually and as a unit, and 
that has come through a serious 
approach in practice.

“They’ve come every day to 
practice, and they have come every 
day with great focus,” UK coach 
John Calipari said. “We get our 
work done, they go hard, they’re 
consistent and then they are free. 
I want guys at this time of the year 
to say that while we are bigger, 
stronger and we work harder, this 
time of year it is about being at your 
best. That means fresh legs, fresh 
minds, and then go for it.”

These Wildcats have been 
uncommonly mature for a group 
so reliant on freshmen, with the 
star power of Davis, Michael 
Kidd-Gilchrist and, lately, Marquis 
Teague. They are also unbelievably 
unselfish for a squad with so many 
would-be scorers.

Kidd-Gilchrist, Darius Miller, 
Terrence Jones and Doron Lamb 
have all gotten much more done 
during the NCAA run.

“Everybody is playing their roles 
the best they can do, especially 
Darius, he’s playing great off 
the bench, leading us in points 
sometimes,” said Lamb, who scored 
21 points against Indiana in the 
Sweet 16.

More consistent contributions 
from everybody in the playing 
rotation has been the biggest 
difference in what the Cats are 
doing now, as opposed to a few 
stretches during the SEC season.

“We’re the most efficient team 
in the country,” Calipari said last 
weekend. “We lead the nation in 
field-goal percentage defense, in 
shots blocked. We’re in the top 10 
in rebounding, all tough things. 
Offensively, we average nine or 10 
turnovers a game playing like that.”

Watching UK play on tape 
doesn’t give a true sense of how 
good the team really is on the court.

“Them on tape is like night and 
day difference from in person,” U of 
L’s Chris Smith said. “Everybody on 
their team is lightning quick, they’re 
bigger than what they look like on 
film.”

HOW DID CARDS LAND HERE
U of L was not in good shape 

when 2012 rolled around. The 
Cardinals lost consecutive games 
to Georgetown and UK, beat Notre 
Dame in double overtime, then 
traveled to Providence, where the 
school was honoring the 1987 Final 

Four squad that launched Pitino’s 
coaching star.

The Cardinals split their next 
two games, then caught a six-game 
winning streak before losing a tight, 
52-51 decision to Syracuse in the 
KFC Yum! Center. From there,  
U of L lost three of its last five, and 
looked lifeless in a 58-49 defeat 

at Syracuse to close the regular 
season.

But Pitino convinced his team 
that it could get on a roll in the 
Big East Tournament and win the 
thing. U of L had to alter its playing 
style, pressing more and trying 
to get more uptempo offensively. 
Pitino told the squad it could win 
the Big East Tournament and could 
actually make a run at the national 
championship.

And here the Cardinals sit, at 30-9 
and two games away from making 
that proclamation come true.

“I’ve seen both sides of it,” 
senior Kyle Kuric said of Pitino’s 
motivational moves. “You see this is 
motivation, but you think how could 
he know that. But with the success 
we had, you see how much better 
we’re playing, and how much more 
fun we’re having, and now you start 
to believe the more you win, and you 
see how much he (Pitino) believes 
in us.”

Having success in the Big East 
was a huge factor in Pitino’s mind.

“We had to win the Big East to 
give us confidence to propel us into 
the NCAA Tournament,” Pitino 
said. “I don’t think I’ve seen a team 
celebrate a Big East championship 
like this one did. These guys hadn’t 
won very much (at this level), so it 
was a treat for them.”

The more practical side for the 
Cardinals was that freshman Chane 
Behanan emerged as a consistent 
force, and Peyton Siva played much 
more under control.

Russ Smith has also been an 
engine offensively with his drives to 
the basket.

Behanan has led the Cardinals 
in scoring during the NCAA run 
with 14 points a game. The 6-foot-6, 
245-pound forward was the Most 
Outstanding Player in the West 
Regional.

Behanan, Gorgui Dieng at center 
and Kuric, with his outside shooting, 
all are considered major keys to  
U of L’s performance today.

U of L’s ability to keep opponents 
from getting the shots they want has 
been amazing in the postseason.

A prime display of how good  
U of L can defend came in the 
second half of the Florida game in 
the regional final. The Cardinals 
went man-to-man in the second 
half, and Florida went 0-for-9 on 
3-pointers and made 37 percent from 
the floor after blazing away from 
both areas in the first half.

“We’re playing a lot better now 
than we did,” Kuric said. “I think 
we’ve progressed a lot more, but 
(UK) didn’t have very much to 
progress on.”

EXPECTATIONS

Associated Press
Kentucky’s Marquis Teague shoots under pressure from Louisville’s Gorgui Dieng during the second half of a 
game on Dec. 31, 2011, in Lexington. The Wildcats and Cardinals renew their rivalry when they face each other 
today in the Final Four in New Orleans.


