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Keith Sharp, owner of JKS 

Architects and Engineers, 
says he has been shorted on 
his contract for the building of 
the new judicial center.

Sharp asked the Hopkins 
County Project Development 
Board New Court of Justice 
Facility to authorize the 
payment of his contract fee 
during a meeting Thursday 
afternoon.

“It’s kind of like this, if I 
told you I would give you a 
$100 bucks to mow my yard, 
you mowed it and I gave you 
$90, you wouldn’t be happy,” 
he said. “It’s just that simple.”

It was Sharp’s 
understanding that his 
contract rate was set at 7.3 
percent of the construction 
costs. He said he was 
surprised that the rate 
changed after the project was 
bid.

Danny Rhodes with 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts, which authorized 
and funded the construction, 
said the agency’s legal team 
stated the fee is reduced to 
6.9 percent if the project came 
in over $15 million.

The total cost for the 
project construction came 
in at $15.559 million, 
said Hopkins County 
Judge-Executive Donnie 
Carroll.

Sharp said he had checked 
AOC guidelines and the 
contract and could find 
nothing about a percentage 
fee recalculation.

Sharp argued that since 
his contract is with the 
Hopkins County Fiscal 
Court and he is paid through 
bond issue, that the project 
development board, as an arm 
of Fiscal Court, pay him the 
remaining $62,236 he believes 
he is owed.

The project development 
board voted to table the issue 
and seek independent counsel 
to review the documents and 
render a legal opinion. The 
board also voted to retain Leif 
Ratliff as legal counsel.

Senate honors 
Madisonville Marching 

Maroons
BY THE MESSENGER STAFF

The state Senate 
recognized the Madisonville-
North Hopkins Marching 
Maroons by adjourning a 
session in their honor this 
week.

Sen. Jerry Rhoads of 
Madisonville introduced the 
resolution Tuesday, citing the 
Maroons’ Class AAAA state 
championship in October — 
the seventh consecutive year 
the school has won the title.

“Legendary band director 
Rob Bryant, his assistants 
and the Marching Maroons 
have set high standards 
for band performance and 
competition,” Rhoads said in 
a statement. “I congratulate 
them on the outstanding 
legacy of excellence they 
have established and applaud 
them for the distinction they 
have brought to their school, 

to Madisonville, to Hopkins 
County, and to our great 
commonwealth.”

The band is seven-time 
grand champion of the 
Murray State University 
Festival of Champions and 
grand champion of the 2004 
and 2005 Kentucky Pageantry 
Arts Association Competition 
in Louisville. During 2011, 
the band was named grand 
champion of the Hopkinsville 
Invitational, Daviess County 
competition, South Spencer 
Invitational and Murray 
State University Festival of 
Champions.

Rhoads noted the tradition 
of excellence continued 
this year as the Marching 
Maroons were chosen to be 
the feature showcase at the 
New York Wind Band Festival 
in Carnegie Hall in February 
in New York City.

In years past, feature 
showcase ensembles 
have been college or 
university wind ensembles 
or symphonic bands. The 
Madisonville North-Hopkins 
Symphonic Band is the first 
high school ensemble to be 
selected for this honor.

National Public Health 
Week begins Monday
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National Public Health 

Week, which is from April 2-8, 
recognizes local public health 
organizations across the U.S.

“Celebrating public 
health week is a way to 
increase the understanding 

and appreciation for public 
health,” said Lisa Miller, 
public information officer for 
the Hopkins County Health 
Department, in a statement.

Public health is a critical 
element of the health care 
system, she said. The Health 
Department’s services 
are population-focused 
and designed to protect all 
Hopkins County residents 
from illness, disease and 
injury.

The Health Department 
sponsors classes in diabetes, 
tobacco cessation and 
breastfeeding, among others, 
Miller said.

Audition dates for 
 Glema Center’s summer 

musical set
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The Glema Mahr Center 
for the Arts has set audition 
times for its summer musical, 
“Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.”

Auditions will be at 2 
p.m. May 5 and May 6 at the 
Glema Center, according to a 
press release. Call backs are 
at 3:30 p.m. May 6.

The cast includes six male 
and one female principals 
and 11 males and one female 
featured actor parts.

Anyone 16 and older may 
audition for the adult roles. 
Children roles will be for 
youths ages 8-15 years old.

There will also be an adult 
chorus of the brothers, which 
may be men and women. 

There will also be a children’s 
chorus.

Adults should bring a 
current photo, theatrical 
resume if they have one, 
sheet music of song of choice 
(not from “Joseph”) and 
comfortable clothing and 
shoes for movement.

Children should be 
prepared to sing, “My 
Country Tis of Thee” in the 
key of G.

The audition team consists 
of stage directors Tracy 
Bean and Regina Farris, 
music director Lynn Curtis 
and choreographer Sarah 
Schneider.

The show will be 
performed at 7 p.m. July 13 
and July 14 and again at 2 
p.m. at July 15.

Spring Cleanup  
Week April 16-21
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A Leadership Hopkins 

County group has organized 
the week-long cleanup effort, 
“We Care Hopkins County 
2012,” for April 16-21.

The group’s goal is for 
Hopkins County residents to 
participate in safe and proper  
disposal of hazardous and 
personal information.

In Madisonville, the 
Sanitation Department will 
pick up bulky or large items 
and up to four passenger tires 
free of charge on regular 
garbage day routes.

In addition, Barnsley 
Convenience Center will 
accept ammunition, large 

household items, tires and 
more free or for a nominal 
fee through cleanup week. 
The center will accept four 
passenger tires at no cost. 
 
Madisonville Recycling 
Center will accept household 
hazardous and medical 
biohazardous waste April 21. 
Hopkins County Regional 
Landfill will accept normal 
waste for free from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. April 21.

Parkway Plaza Mall will 
have paper shredding, hard 
drive shredding and e-scrap 
disposal services April 21. 
WTTL will be broadcasting 
live on site. Events will take 
place regardless of the 
weather conditions.

For more information 
about the program in 
Madisonville, call 824-2117 or 
for the county, call 383.2722 
or visit www.madisonville-
hopkinschamber.com.

Water district moves
BY THE MESSENGER STAFF

The North Hopkins Water 
District has relocated to 4771 
Anton Road in Madisonville.

Its phone number is still 
825-1623.

Facebook fuels violent 
rumors at Todd County 

High School
BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT

KENTUCKY NEW ERA, HOPKINSVILLE

ELKTON — An online 
argument between Todd 
County Central High School 
students resulted in a minor 
law enforcement presence 
at the school Thursday 
morning.

Superintendent Mike 
Kenner said the argument 
began on Facebook when 
students started talking about 
starting a fight at school 
the next day. The situation 
escalated when rumors began 
spreading about how serious 
the fight would be. Some of 
the rumors included riots and 
someone bringing a gun onto 
school property.

“It really has been blown 
out of proportion,” Kenner 
said. “With social media, 
sometimes things build up a 
life of their own.”

About four students 
involved in the online 
discussion were disciplined 
Wednesday, but Kenner 
couldn’t comment on 
whether they were in 
school Wednesday. As a 
precautionary measure and to 
alleviate possible tensions at 
the school, sheriff’s deputies 
and Todd County Police Chief 
Bruce Marklin walked the 
school’s hallways for about an 
hour Thursday.

At the end of school, 
TCCHS Principal Todd 
Marshall called Marklin and 
said there were no problems. 
Marklin agreed with Kenner 
and said the argument was 
exacerbated by gossip.

“Especially in a small 
county like ours, things fly 
fast,” Marklin said.

Justice Center architect disputes contract fee
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LOCAL/REGION/STATE

Pie-A-PO

Madisonville	 $3.87
Mortons	Gap	 $3.85	
Dawson	Springs	 $3.89
Henderson		 $3.79
Hopkinsville									$3.79
Providence		 $3.89
USA	Average	 $3.92

Today’s	Poll

Area	Gas	Prices
(Lowest	found	as	of	5	p.m.	yesterday)

Tell	us:	

Have	you	ever	had	a	
teacher	that	made	a	

difference	in	your	life?

Vote	online	at
the-messenger.com

Yesterday’s	question

Will	you	attend	
Madisonville	Tradewater	
Pirates	games	at	Elmer	

Kelley	Stadium?

Yes	 	 10%

No	 	 90%

Jim Pearson, The Messenger, jpearson@the-messenger.com, 824-3229
Probation and Parole Officer William Patterson gets a pie in his face for the third time Friday afternoon by his daughter 
Aubrey Patterson on the steps of the Hopkins County Court House. The department’s Relay for Life team was hosting a 
Pie-A-PO event to help raise money.

Lottery Numbers
Friday’s numbers:
Kentucky 
Midday Pick 3: 3-4-9
Midday Pick 4: 6-5-3-7
Evening Pick 3: 9-5-5
Evening Pick 4: 9-0-1-1
Mega Millions: 2-4-23-38-46
Mega Ball 23; Megaplier was 3
Cash Ball: 1-5-18-32; 
Cash Ball was 22; Kicker 0-6-8-3-0

GUTHRIE — Guthrie 
Mayor Scott Marshall wel-
comes the growth in his 
southwester n Kentucky 
town that’s spurred by the 
construction of the Hemlock 
Semiconductor plant 18 miles 
away in Clarksville, Tenn., 
but it comes with some chal-
lenges.

Marshall and state of fi-
cials now must cope with 
the consequences of sudden 
growth, such as heavy traf-
fic on roads not made for the 
higher volume of cars now 
moving through the area. 
Marshall and Kentucky offi-
cials are looking to widen 
roads and help ease traffic 
flow as more new business-
es are expected, along with 
more people moving into the 
area.

Transportation of ficials 
have developed a $13 mil-
lion plan to clear up what 
they describe as a “knot” of 
highways, especially the con-
gestion at Kentucky 181 and 

U.S. 79. The plan involves 
widening Kentucky 294 and 
moving Kentucky 181 farther 
west.

Their plan did not find 
a place in the new 2012-14 
transportation budget. How-
ever, with the right lobby-
ing, it may fare better in the 
2014-16 budget, said Jef f 
Moore, planning manager at 
the transportation cabinet’s 
office in Bowling Green.

Marshall said five new 
businesses catering to work-
ers at the Hemlock Semicon-
ductor site have opened, with 
more expected as construc-
tion continues.

“Hemlock becomes sort 
of a mother hen, and she 
starts to have chicks around 
her,” Moore told the Ken-
tucky New Era.

The plant, which will pro-
duce polycrystalline silicon 
for solar cells and semicon-
ductor chips, is projected 
to begin operations in 2012 
and employ between 500 and 
800 people in specialized and 
technical jobs.

Getting people from Guth-
rie to the plant and back has 
become challenging, Moore 
said. Before Interstate 24 
opened, western Kentuck-
ians typically went through 
Guthrie to get to Nashville, 
Tenn., Moore said. Traf-
fic tended to build up in a 
spot where four highways 
intersect near the state line, 
Moore said.

The highways are Ken-
tucky 294, which goes 
straight east and west; Ken-
tucky 181, which goes north 
and south; U.S. 41, which 
comes from the northwest; 
and U.S. 79, which comes 
from the northeast.

Since I-24 opened, there 
hasn’t been as much con-
gestion. But transportation 
officials want to change the 
highway configuration before 
the problem resurfaces.

“This is like the mother 
of all bad intersections,” said 
Craig Morris, Pennyroyal 
Area Development District’s 
regional planning coordina-
tor.

Realigning Kentucky-181 
would cost about $3.8 mil-
lion, Moore said. Widening 
Kentucky-294 would cost 
$9.2 million.

The planning cost about 
$100,000, including con-
sultants’ fees, but Moore 
believes it was worth it.

“This planning study 
has created a tool for them 
to engage that conversation 
with that next level, which is 
the legislature,” he said.

Town works to handle growth from semiconductor
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND — Kentucky 
State Police are investigating 
the death of a central Ken-
tucky woman whose body 
was found in a fire as a homi-
cide.

The body of 86-year-old 

Anna Marshall was found 
at the scene of a house fire 
near the Waco community 
in Madison County on Sun-
day. Police told the Lexington 
Herald-Leader that prelimi-
nary autopsy results indicate 
that Marshall died as a result 
of blunt-force trauma.

Marshall was the mother 
of former Madison Coun-
ty school superintendent 
Glenn Marshall, who died in 
December.

Anyone with information 
is asked to call the Richmond 
state police post at (859) 623-
2404 or (800) 222-5555.

Police suspect homicide in Richmond fire death
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Showtimes for Saturday, March 31
** NO PASSES **     MATINEE SHOWS ( )

WRATH OF THE TITANS 3D (PG-13)
(10:50 1:05 3:20 5:35) 7:50 10:15

MIRROR MIRROR (PG)
(11:15 1:40 4:20) 6:50 9:40

THE HUNGER GAMES (PG-13)
(11:05 12:00 1:00 2:05 3:00 4:00 5:05) 6:05 7:00 
8:05 9:05 10:00

21 JUMP STREET (R)
(11:10 1:45 4:25) 6:55 9:45

DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX (PG) 
(10:55 1:10 3:25 5:40) 7:55 10:05

JOURNEY 2: MYSTERIOUS ISLAND 3D (PG)
(11:00 1:15 3:30 5:45) 8:00 10:10
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