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The Messenger appreciates all of 
its customers. Today, we would like to 
personally thank the Webster County 
Public Library in Dixon for subscribing 
to the paper.

A common thread links many 
of the budget requests presented 
to Madisonville City Council this 
week.

Local agencies, which have seen 
impacts from federal and state cut-
backs and a sluggish economy, are 
hoping the city can soften the blow.

Compared to the current bud-
get year, representatives of nine 
groups seek an aggregate fund-
ing increase of about $115,000 
from the city in fiscal year 2012-13, 

starting July 1.
City revenues are expected to 

be mostly flat, so each funding 
increase would probably require a 
cut somewhere else, Mayor David 
Jackson said between budget ses-
sions Thursday afternoon.

“It’s going to be difficult to fund 
them at the level they are asking,” 
he said. “We take it very seriously 
and try to be as fair as we possibly 
can to everybody in this process.”

The two largest requests for 
funding increases — submitted by 
the Hopkins County-Madisonville 
Public Library and the Hopkins 

County Joint Planning Commission 
— had nothing to do with state and 
federal cutbacks.

Representatives of the library 
board seek an additional $38,000 
from the city next fiscal year to 
help finance a proposed $600,000 
loan to renovate the downtown 
annex. The librar y received 
$125,000 from the city during the 
current budget year, down from 
$220,817 in fiscal year 2010-11.

Board members are hoping the 
city and county will both contrib-
ute an additional $38,000 annually 
— enough to pay for the debt ser-

vice on the proposed 10-year loan. 
A capital fundraising campaign 
planned for this year will reduce 
the length of the loan and create 
an endowment to renovate the first 
floor of the Dulin Building, board 
member John Peters said.

“We do anticipate raising 
enough money to reduce the debt 
service from 10 years to five or 
seven years,” he said.

City Council members pointed 
out they would consider the budget 
request on an annual basis, rather 
than a commitment for the life of 
the proposed loan.

Library operations moved to the 
Parkway Plaza Mall in August 2009 
after structural problems were dis-
covered in the downtown Dulin 
Building. Although the structural 
deficiencies have been fixed, the 
building still needs renovating on 
the inside — a process that will 
involve more time and expense 
than renovating the annex.

Board members propose to 
restore the annex first to get 
library operations back downtown 
by the middle of 2013.
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Agencies seek more city funds
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Much like babies adore 
lullabies, Laura 
Smith’s students are 

entertained by her singing.
“I don’t know what it is really, 

why they enjoy it,” said Smith. “I 
don’t think it has anything to do 
with I’m an excellent singer or 
anything like that. I think there 
is something innate, we just 
enjoy when people sing to us.”

Smith’s clear soprano voice 

can be regularly heard inside 
her West Hopkins School 
classroom.

It was while Smith was 
teaching at Reidland Middle 
School last year that her fellow 
educators discovered she was a 
gifted songbird.

One of the ways Smith could 
get her students to listen during 
lessons was to promise them 
she would sing if they behaved 
and stayed focused during class.

Even before she started her 
first year at West Hopkins, one 
of her co-workers asked her to 
sing for students and staff at 

orientation night.
The middle school-aged 

students, particularly the 
sixth-graders, enjoyed it so 
much they have ask her to sing 
to them as an reward for good 
behavior.

“When she sings, if you are 
having a bad day it will kind of 
take your mind away from it and 
you can relax and just listen,” 
said Eli Walker, 12.

The sixth grader said he 
typically requests Christian 
and Gospel songs, like “East to 
West” by the Casting Crowns.

Anytime students ask for 

a Christian song, Smith tells 
students they can opt out. She 
said she’s careful not to offend 
anyone.

Besides Christian and Gospel 
songs, country tunes seem to 
be the students’ favorite genre, 
Smith said. Sometimes the 
students will sing along if they 
know the words.

“We usually listen to the 
songs we like,” Walker said. 
“She’ll usually look it up on the 
Internet and we’ll listen to it 
while we’re doing our work.”
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The gift of song

West Hopkins teacher inspires students with music

BY ERIN SCHMITT
MESSENGER STAFF WRITER 
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A tractor-trailer bearing down on a disabled 
Jeep could have ended in tragedy if not for the 
actions of a city firefighter.

Kevin Cotton pulled a pregnant woman and 
her young daughter out of the Jeep, which was 
involved in a wreck on the Western Kentucky 
Parkway.

About two minutes before the tractor trailer 
hit the Jeep on the night of May 27, Cotton 
checked the mother and child for injuries and 
took them to his van.   

“If he would not have stopped when he did 
and gotten me and my daughter out, I guarantee 
you, me and my daughter would not have sur-
vived that accident,” said Kenya Fowler.

Cotton was recognized Friday morning as a 
2011 American Red Cross Hometown Hero in 
the firefighter category for his actions near the 
Hopkins and Muhlenberg county line that night.

Emma Gibson, Tim Davis and April Grace 
also received Hometown Hero awards in the 
youth, militar y and education categories, 
respectively, at the brunch.

“It was great to be able to be used,” Cotton 
said. “Because if God had not put me in the 
position he had put me in, I wouldn’t have been 
there to help them.”

Fowler was driving eastbound around 10 
p.m. on the parkway when her Jeep hit the rear 
of a truck.

The truck went through the median, crossed 
the westbound lanes then hit a group of trees in 
the ditch, Cotton said.

The wreck disabled Fowler’s Jeep, shift-
ing the battery and activating the airbag, she 
said.

Cotton was driving home from his niece’s 
graduation in Butler County when he noticed 
the truck in the ditch and stopped.
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Hometown Heroes  
honored by Red Cross
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Jenny Gibson holds her daughter, Emma Gibson, 
4, as she listens to the awards presented at the 
American Red Cross Hometown Heroes banquet 
Friday morning. Emma Gibson received a plaque 
in the youth category for donating the profits 
from her lemonade stand to the Red Cross.

Jim Pearson, The Messenger, jpearson@the-messenger.com, 824-3229
West Hopkins teacher Laura Smith sings “We Are,” a song by Kari Jo Jobe, per request from her students Friday afternoon in Nebo. One way 
Smith gets her students to listen during lessons was to promise them she would sing if they behaved and stayed focused during class.

FRANKFORT — A slow eco-
nomic rebound led to a lean state 
budget for Kentucky, one that 
forces sharp cuts on most govern-
ment agencies, leaves employees 
without pay raises again, and eras-
es a planned cost-of-living increase 
from the monthly pension checks 
of retirees.

The House voted 81-7 late Fri-
day for final passage of the bare-
bones two-year, $19 billion state 
budget that now goes to Gov. 
Steve Beshear to be signed into 
law.

“As I said in January, this is the 
most difficult budget I have ever 
crafted, and it will be the most dif-
ficult for our state to endure,” Bes-
hear said in a statement. “How-
ever, I am pleased that the state 
legislature has kept my budget 
proposal largely intact — a signal 
that our management decisions 
and investments in the health and 
education of Kentuckians are wise 
ones.”

House Speaker Greg Stumbo 
said it could have been worse, 
considering Kentucky has avoided 
the massive layoffs of government 
employees that some other states 
have experienced.

“It was the budget that we 
could agree upon,” Stumbo said. 
“Does that mean that everyone 
liked it? No.”

The measure calls for 8.4 per-
cent cuts to most government 
agencies and programs because of 
lingering financial woes brought 
on by the recession that hit Ken-
tucky in 2008. Those cuts will 
account for nearly $300 million in 
savings.

Under the budget, more than 
30,000 government workers will 
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