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After almost three years from
the birth of  the idea and after al-
most a year of  construction, the
Pennyroyal Veterans Center
opened Monday with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

More than 150 people attended
the event, which included an
honor guard from the Veterans
of  Foreign Wars Post 1913 and

the singing of  the national an-
them by the gospel group Brum-
field Family Tradition. 

“From homelessness to self
sufficiency, that’s my trademark
or my philosophy,” said Howard
Dixon, coordinator for the center.
“We want to identify homeless
veterans and provide them treat-
ment — whether that is sub-
stance abuse, mental health or
job skills — all with the final goal
of  discharging them to their own

living environment that they can
pay for.”

The center has 25 rooms, which
will house two men each, and
boasts a “homey” feel with warm
wood floors, plenty of  natural
light and an operational fireplace
near the entrance. It also in-
cludes a state-of-the-art kitchen,
dining room, a free laundry facil-
ity, free wireless Internet, a com-
fortable common room and
additional rooms that will host
various programs.

The rooms each have a bath-
room and a kitchen area where
veterans can make small meals
and enjoy them at a table in the
room. There are also rooms de-
signed for those who require a
wheelchair. The doorframes are
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On the front of today’s B section, you’ll find a
wild Classifieds section. Don’t worry, your local
sports coverage starts on the back of today’s B
section.

As part of Wild Wednesdays, every Wednes-
day in February, we’ll be hiding a trivia question
in the Classifieds section. Answer every ques-

tion correctly for five Wednesdays in a row, and
you’ll be entered in a drawing to win a $100 gift
card to Wal-Mart in addition to some other
great prizes. More details about the hidden triv-
ia game are on Page B1.

Also, each Wednesday it will be free to place
all Classified ads for anything less than $1,000.

FFeebbrruuaarryy  mmaaddnneessssThunder returns

Goal: Get vets back on their feet
New veterans center 
opens in Hopkinsville
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Guests view an adopted room Monday, where volunteers donated bedding, a lamp and
decorated the walls, during the ribbon cutting for the Pennyroyal Veterans Center. SEE CENTER, PAGE A5

Diplomacy: A long way from normal

THE CUBAN NOTEBOOK n SUPERINTENDENT SEARCHn

Board seeks
state’s help
in forming
committee

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

After taking the first step toward hir-
ing a new superintendent, the Christian
County Board of  Education is now wait-
ing on direction from the Kentucky
School Boards Association.

Local Board Chairman Barry Cor-
nelius recently requested a representa-
tive from KSBA to assist in the hiring
process. A KSBA representative was
also hired by the district during the su-
perintendent search four years ago.

SEE SEARCH, PAGE A5

MAC director excited
about her new role 

BY DAVID SNOW 
FOR THE NEW ERA

Kensley McLellan began attending
the Christian County Chamber of  Com-
merce Military Affairs Committee in
June as the publicity chair of  the Fort
Campbell Officers’ Spouses Club. 

Monday, she began her duties as the
new director of  the Military Affairs
Committee.

“I am really excited about this posi-
tion,” she said. “We’re getting ready for

SEE MAC, PAGE A8
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Laundry hangs from an apartment building in Havana in mid-January. The Cuban capital’s streetscape is awash in pastel colors.

HAVANA — Most of  us had emp-
tied our pockets and
left tote bags on the
bus. No cameras were
allowed. We could
bring a notebook and
pen.

We passed through
two security check-
points and metal de-
tectors, then handed
over our passports
and waited in the
lobby of  the United
States Interests Sec-
tion. A pair of  security cameras

watched us, and we looked at photo-
graphs on the wall of  President
Barack Obama and Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton. The room ap-
peared sterile compared to the pastel
streetscape of  Havana. Even the qual-
ity of  sound had been stripped bare.
The building’s interior had the
charm of  a medical exam room. 

I was among 27 people from across
the United States who went to the In-
terests Section one day in mid-Janu-
ary. The group, including teachers,
artists, writers, lawyers, a public
health doctor, a cook, a videographer,

JENNIFER
P. BROWN n

SEE DIPLOMACY, PAGE A8

New Era
Opinion Editor
Jennifer P.
Brown’s series
on her January
trip to Cuba
will continue with
the final installment in Thurs-
day’s paper. It will focus on the quirks and
character of  Havana and will include a profile
of  the Cuban translator who spent 11 days
with the group from the United States.

Also Thursday, the final installment will give
tips on groups that organize trips to Cuba. The
series will conclude with an online photo
gallery.
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