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Mallard Fillmore

Endorses Gray 
for police chief

Dear Editor,
Tony Gray is a good choice for

Danville’s permanent chief of po-
lice. Members of Tony's family
have been neighbors of ours for
many years. I have known Tony
since he was a young boy. Our
children are friends of his. He’s
smart and has had education and
training in law enforcement. He
has had a long time of on-the-job
training as a member of the city
police force. He has been acting
chief of police twice in Danville.
He knows the community because
he has spent his life here. He
would make an excellent perma-
nent Danville chief of police.

Susan Nimocks
Danville

Seeks a new 
place to shop

Dear Editor,
While reading the Looking Back

page Sunday, I was reminded of
the old Kentucky State Hospital for
the insane. I always wondered
where those people went when it
closed, and where those kind of
people are today. Well, I have dis-
covered that I can find them every
day now driving through the Wal-
mart parking lot. ey drive the
wrong direction in the marked
traffic lanes. ey drive criss-cross
the parking places and not in the
marked traffic lanes, and they park
in the fire lane.

While on the subject of Wal-
mart, if anyone did not notice how
they started raising prices when
Kmart closed, they were not pay-
ing attention to their shopping.
One item I purchased often went
up 94 percent. ey play up the
“Roll Back” items while quietly
raising prices on almost every-
thing else in the store. Sam Walton
started the company giving his
customers a good value for every
dollar they spent in his stores, not
just on some of the dollars.

ey remodeled the store when
it didn’t need it. Now they have to
pay for the remodel with higher
prices and less help. ey dropped
a lot of discount store items with
discount store prices and changed
to "Specialty Store" type merchan-
dise with higher prices. I will not
even get into the "cornfield maze"
counter layout in the center of the
store.

I, for one, have changed from
doing 90 percent of my shopping
there to 10 percent. I have also
called the people at Meijer Stores
and asked them to look at Danville
for a store location.

Irvine Jones
Danville

A little bit of history
Dear Editor,
As we near the fall election, I see

the Republican Party is running
true to form, always taking care of
the rich. ere is no doubt that the
many-times-a-millionaire Mitt
Romney will be their candidate.
Isn’t that who the party always has
been for?

In the meantime, if all the bad
things they have said about each
other are true, then none of them
is fit to be president. So, rest as-
sured, no matter which one of
them is their choice, and no mat-
ter how bad the others say he is
now, they will clean him up by No-
vember in order to fool the Amer-
ican people. at is the history of
their party.

Frank Durham
Danville
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Send your letters:
Letters to the editor may be

mailed to The Advocate-Messenger,
330 South Fourth Street, Danville, KY,
40422, faxed to (859) 236-9566, or
sent by email to letters@amnews.
com and should be kept to a maxi-
mum of 350 words. Letters must in-
clude the name, address and
telephone number of the author for
verification purposes. 

Letter to Mitt: You can win, yes you can
WASHINGTON — Dear

Mitt: Consider me a
neighbor leaning over

the picket fence. You
have a picket fence,
don’t you? An ivy-
covered wall? Fine,
I’ll get a ladder. 

is is what I want
to say: Pay no atten-
tion to that man in
the bow tie. Just be-
cause George Will

says something doesn't make it
so. Just because he has written
you off as unable to defeat Presi-
dent Obama, don’t believe it. is
isn’t over.

Also, not in any way to com-
pare these two: Do not fear Rush
Limbaugh. When he utters some-
thing repugnant, say so. When he
calls a young woman a “slut” on
the public airwaves, do not say
you would not have chosen those
words. 

Be offended! Be outraged! Do
you need Limbaugh’s base to
win? Are those really your peo-
ple? You had an opportunity to
establish yourself as a leader and
missed it. ough not irreparable,
this is a shame and is sympto-
matic of what ails your campaign.
Too eager not to offend, you are

reluctant to say what is true. 
You have my sympathies. At

this point in the campaign, your
autopilot has been recharged to
within an inch of its life. You’ve
said the same things so many
times, you’re not sure you believe
them anymore. You don’t re-
member what it’s like to kick back
and enjoy a quiet cup of cocoa by
the fire. You’re winning, but it
feels like you’re losing. (anks,
George.) 

is is when friends are sup-
posed to intervene and remind
you of who you are. e problem
is, a candidate doesn’t have
friends. He has advisers, consult-
ants, contributors and All ose
People out there — Everyday
Americans with their cellphones
pointing, snapping and clicking.
You need them to love you, but
it’s not your nature to ingratiate
yourself. e whole process is ex-
hausting and humiliating and —
can we be frank? — monumen-
tally stupid at times. Most of the
time.

If you’re lucky, you have a good
dog. Never mind. You do have a
family and a fabulous wife, but
she can only do so much. At the
end of one endless day after an-
other, you’re alone with your

sound bites, the fleeting thrill of a
win coupled with the ever-dawn-
ing possibility of crushing defeat.
While others foam and fiddle on
the periphery, this is the existen-
tial bubble in which you dwell.
Some of us just like to call it hell.

In the spirit of neighborliness,
herewith a few thoughts to con-
sider as the wolf sniffs at the sliver
of light beneath your door: 

First, your wall is too high. You
have constructed a barrier
around you, perhaps to protect
yourself from the cruelties of a
world that remains skeptical of
what’s at the core of your being,
and that’s your religion. Or
maybe it is a function of always
trying to get everything just right.
Sometimes too careful, you’ve
also made yourself remote and
concealed your best stuff. People
feel that distance no matter how
rolled-up your sleeves are or how
many pancakes you flip. Relax.
Stop trying so hard. Find the
strength and humility you express
so beautifully after losses, and
bring it on now.

By the way, I’m sorry I called
you a “dork” on “Meet the Press.”
I was thinking about how uncool
you are and how much I like that
in a president. It’s an outdated

word that meant out-of-step back
in our day. Kind of dorky, actu-
ally. I followed that remark with
an analogy: You’re like the doctor
who doesn’t have a good bedside
manner. Who cares? His cure is
what we want. 

No one in this country thinks
you’re a cool, with-it kind of guy
— and they’re fine with that. ey
don’t want you to be cool. ey
want you to fix the economy.
ey want you to be serious, pres-
idential and the grown-up you
are.

ere’s no predicting what will
happen in November, no matter
what the pundits say. But if you
go down, enjoy the ride by being
fearlessly yourself — uncool, un-
afraid, intelligent, experienced,
determined and, as you put it,
resolute. Be as liberated in seek-
ing victory as you would be in de-
feat. is includes being outraged
at the outrageous, willing to tell
unpleasant truths, temperate in
matters grave (steering you away
from statements such as Iran will
have nukes if Obama wins), and
being willing to lose. 

True Mitt can win, by George.

Kathleen Parker’s email address is
kathleenparker(at)washpost.com.

Kathleen Parker
Syndicated
Columnist

Keep an eye on that jerk in the other car
CHICAGO — My hus-

band has started teach-
ing our oldest son the

rules of the road in
anticipation of his
getting behind the
wheel. A few weeks
ago, I heard my hus-
band tell the impres-
sionable young boy
that people in ex-
pensive cars have
the tendency to

drive more aggressively than
those in economical rides. I
hemmed at such a sweeping gen-
eralization, but now there’s some
scientific proof from psycholo-
gists at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, and the University
of Toronto.

At a four-way-stop intersection
in the San Francisco Bay Area, the
researchers found that, relative to
the lower class, drivers of higher-
end automobiles were four times
more likely to cut off other vehi-
cles before waiting their turn at a
busy intersection with stop signs

in all directions, and significantly
likelier to drive through a cross-
walk without yielding to a waiting
pedestrian.

Of course, that’s not to say that
drivers of 1999 Ford Tauruses
never have their rude or hurried
moments, but the evidence
against the wealthy is pretty
damning. In fact, in half a year of
hearing about the so-called evil
“1 percent," this is the most spe-
cific and tangible evidence of
their potential nastiness I’ve
seen.

e researchers, in a report
published in the journal Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of
Sciences, concluded that because
rich people are so much less de-
pendent on social bonds for sur-
vival than are the poor, their
self-interest leads them to have
fewer reservations about break-
ing rules. 

For instance, the researchers
found that subjects self-reporting
high socioeconomic status were
more likely to exhibit unethical

decision-making tendencies, take
valued goods from others, lie in a
negotiation, cheat to increase
their chances of winning a prize
and endorse unethical behavior
at work.

at might explain why the FBI
recently announced that it re-
cruited Michael Douglas, who fa-
mously portrayed Gordon “Greed
is good” Gekko in the iconic 1987
film “Wall Street,” to warn about
the perils of the highfalutin crime
of insider trading. “Our economy
is increasingly dependent on the
success and integrity of the finan-
cial markets,” Douglas says, sug-
gesting how to get more
information for avoiding securi-
ties fraud. “e movie was fiction,
but the problem is real.”

I know all this sounds unreal.
But it’s not. e scientists had
participants rank themselves, rel-
ative to others in society, on a 10-
rung ladder in terms of wealth,
education and the prestige of
their jobs and literally found out
who takes candy from babies. 

When test subjects of any sta-
tus were asked to imagine them-
selves at a high social rank, they
helped themselves to more can-
dies from a jar they were told was
meant to be donated to children
in a nearby location but that they
were welcome to take from. 

Did you catch the nuance of
that last example? It doesn’t take
multimillion-dollar windfalls to
make people into greedy, self-in-
terested jerks. Merely imagining
ourselves rich and powerful trig-
gers the bad behavior. e reverse
was also true: e researchers
also found that watching a movie
about childhood poverty had the
effect of encouraging people of all
classes to want to help others in
need.

So, rich or poor, it’s all a state of
mind. At least we can be thankful
that those of us in the 99 percent
outnumber the 1 percent on the
road. Lucky us.

Esther Cepeda’s email address is es-
therjcepeda(at)washpost.com.

Esther Cepeda
Syndicated
Columnist

QUOTE OF THE DAY

"I disapprove of what you
say, but I will fight to the

death for your right to say it."
S.G. Tallentyre (E. Beatrice Hall),

biographer, paraphrasing Voltaire, 1906


