
Michael Durham, 24,
also of Stanford, rejected
that same plea offer during
his pretrial conference
Tuesday, and Peckler set
his trial date for June 19.
His attorney, William
Noelker of Danville, said he
talked extensively with his
client before the decision
was made to go to trial.
Noelker declined to discuss
any possible defense strate-
gies.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Richie Bottoms said
the Biggers and a Virginia
state trooper to whom
Shawn Durham allegedly

admitted his role in the
robbery will be the prose-
cution’s main witnesses at
the trial, which is expected
to last three days.
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Hometown Bank.
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Attractive Deposit Rates
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 MMDA Tiers Interest Rate APY
 0-24,999 0.25% 0.25%
 25,000-99,999 0.40% 0.40%
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3-Year Certi� cates 1.85% 1.86%
5-Year Certi� cates 2.25% 2.27%

11
02

05

Rates effective as of 3/7/12

91-Day Certifi cates .30% .30%
6-Month Certifi cates .40% .40%
1-Year Certifi cates .65% .65%
2-Year Certifi cates 1.00% 1.00%
3-Year Certifi cates 1.30% 1.31%
5-Year Certifi cates 1.75% 1.76%

Board members had first
rejected the move in large
part because they said they
were informed initially the
entire current board would
have to resign. 

Ultimately, Vice Chair-
man Hershel McKinley,
longtime Chairman Odis
Clark and board member
Joyce Houser stepped
down, and members Edna
Coffman, Emanuel Gray, Vi
Wilmot and board Chair-
man Ryan Owens re-
mained. 

Danville City Commis-
sion appointed City Com-

missioner Gail Louis, who
previously had served on
the board, and Margaret
Jones, while Boyle Fiscal
Court appointed Rachel
White and Bob Rowland.
Janelle Wheeler was the
joint appointment of the
city and county.

Collins said the reorgan-
ization of the bylaws made
it possible for the program
to return to the center.
However, the funding,
which Collins said is usu-
ally allocated from the state
to BGADD and then to a
county fiscal court, likely
will flow through the city
and county.

A meeting is scheduled
for March 20 with represen-
tatives from BGADD,
Danville Mayor Bernie
Hunstad, Boyle Judge-Ex-
ecutive Harold McKinney
and senior center board
members where Collins
said they will hash out the
specifics of how the money
will be allocated. She said it
could flow through the
county or there could be a
split contract between the
city and county.

Lifeline will continue to
operate the program for the
remainder of the contract,
which ends July 1 when the
new fiscal year starts.

— elected every four years
— is the city's chief “day-to-
day” operating administra-
tive officer, responsible for
supervising each city de-
partment as well as being
the human resource depart-
ment. 

An election for a new
mayor will be held in No-
vember with Spivey acting
in that capacity until then.

“I may be back,” Maddox
said, laughing. “I’ve enjoyed
it, trying to help people.”

Maddox had served as
mayor since 2007 and won
re-election just last fall,
amid city unrest with what
amounted to a feud be-
tween him and former fire
chief Stanley Shepperson
over competing haunted
houses that led to Shepper-
son being fired. Several fire-
fighters then quit the
department.

DURHAM, from A1

MAYOR, from A1

BOYLE, from A1

LOUISVILLE (AP) —
President Barack Obama
has declared a disaster
area in Kentucky, releas-
ing federal funding for
people in seven counties
affected by last week’s tor-
nadoes and severe storms.

The counties are John-
son, Kenton, Laurel,
Lawrence, Menifee, Mor-
gan and Pendleton. The
White House and Gov.
Steve Beshear said dam-
age surveys are continu-
ing, and more counties
may be designated.

Assistance can include
grants for temporary
housing and home repairs,
low-cost loans to cover
uninsured property losses
and other forms of recov-
ery assistance.

Tornadoes on Friday
killed 22 people in Ken-
tucky.

Residents whose homes
and belongings were de-
stroyed by a massive tor-
nado that smashed West
Liberty were being al-
lowed into town Tuesday,
but officials say the area
remains hazardous.

The EF-3 twister cut a
60-mile path through the
region, killing six people
in Morgan County and
four more in neighboring
Johnson and Lawrence
counties. The tornado
continued another 35
miles into West Virginia.

Vehicles coming into
West Liberty on Tuesday
had to pass through a
checkpoint, Kentucky De-
partment of Emergency
Management spokesman
Buddy Rogers said.

“We don’t want them to
overwhelm the commu-
nity with too much traffic,”
Rogers said. He said resi-
dents entering town
should carpool and avoid

unstable debris and dam-
aged buildings.

Banks in the small town
opened up temporary lo-
cations Tuesday and al-
lowed cash withdrawals of
up to $500, state officials
said.

The city’s main shelter
at Morgan Central Ele-

mentary was shutting
down and moving to the
Assembly of Faith church,
said Michael Wagers, a
county school board em-
ployee who has been vol-
unteering at the shelter. 

The shelter has been
helping residents with hot
meals, showers and a

place to sleep, he said.
“These are people who

basically came here with
nothing,” Wagers said.

More than 300 injuries
were reported from the
storms statewide. On
Tuesday, about 1,400 elec-
tric customers statewide
remained without power,

though that number did
not reflect outages by
small municipal utilities
or TVA customers. The
Public Service Commis-
sion said about 1,200 cus-
tomers of Licking Valley
RECC, which serves Mor-
gan County, were without
power.

LEXINGTON (AP) —
People who want to
help victims of last
week’s tornadoes and
storms should donate
cash instead of goods, a
Kentucky official says.

Division of Emer-
gency Management
spokesman Buddy
Rogers says many com-
munities have been
overwhelmed with
items collected and
don’t have space to
store the goods. 

People who do want
to donate items are en-
couraged to give
through groups such as
the Salvation Army or
the Christian Ap-
palachian Project, the
Lexington Herald-
Leader said. 

Those groups coor-
dinate with officials on
communities’ needs
and have storage to
hold items until they’re
needed.

Red Cross
spokesman Winn
Stephens says his
agency has been noti-
fied that the immediate
needs of storm victims
are being met for items
such as food, personal
items and cleaning
supplies.

Rogers says cash
helps cover specific
needs.

President Obama declares disaster area
Cash better
than goods 
for tornado

victims
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Volunteers collect food and personal care items Sunday for residents after a tornado in Henryville, Ind. 
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