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Report: Solyndra loan 
warnings ignored

Washington: Republicans investigating the 
government’s investment in a bankrupt solar panel 
manufacturer have concluded that the Obama 
administration ignored numerous red flags about 
the company’s financial viability, leaving taxpayers 
on the hook for more than $500 million.

For months, Republican lawmakers have made 
the government’s loan to California-based Solyndra 
Inc. the centerpiece of their criticisms of President 
Barack Obama’s $787 billion economic stimulus 
package. The release of the report Thursday by 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee gave 
them another opportunity to reinforce that message.

The White House countered that the report 
showed none of the accusations Republicans had 
made about political interference in  approving 
the loan turned out to be true. Democrats on the 
 committee released a memorandum that called the 
report “partisan and one-sided” and that said it 
“does not substantiate the primary allegation that 
motivated the committee’s Solyndra investigation, 
which is that the loan guarantee decision was a 
form of political payoff to a campaign contributor.” 

Amtrak loses $800 million
Washington: Amtrak lost more than $800  million 

on its food and beverage services during the past 10 
years, largely because of waste, employee theft and 
mismanagement, a government auditor found.

The railroad’s food and beverage service 
has never broke even since it was required by 
 Congress to do so in 1981. The losses were the 
focus of a House Transportation and  Infrastructure 
Committee hearing Thursday that reflected 
partisan views over how Amtrak should be run. 
Republicans on the committee suggested the food 
services should be privatized. Democrats defended 
Amtrak, saying the railroad was dealing with the 
losses and questioning the need for the hearing.

No mistrial in Peterson case
Joliet, Ill.: A judge decided against declaring a 

mistrial in Drew Peterson’s murder case Thursday, 
criticizing prosecutors for entering inadmissible 
 evidence but concluding the former police officer can 
get a fair trial. The ruling by Judge Edward Burmila 
followed several blunders by prosecutors, who are 
seeking to prove that Peterson, 58, killed his third 
wife, Kathleen Savio, whose body was found in a dry 
bathtub in 2004. He also is a suspect in the 2007 
disappearance of his fourth wife, Stacy  Peterson, but 
he has never been charged in that case.

FAA: Jets never near colliding
Washington: None of three commuter jets 

that flew too close together near Washington on 
 Tuesday was ever on course to collide head-on with 
the others, federal officials said Thursday. During 
a news conference, U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood strongly disputed media reports 
characterizing what happened near Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport as a near-miss.

“At no point were the three aircraft on a 
head-to-head course. They were not on a collision 
course,” said Michael Huerta, administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration.

The FAA and National Transportation Safety 
Board are investigating.

Tropical storm forms in Atlantic
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.: Quickly bulking up from a 

mushy depression, Tropical Storm Ernesto formed 
in the western Atlantic on Thursday afternoon and 
is forecast to grow into a hurricane by Monday.
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European bank willing  
to buy bonds to save euro 
Frankfurt, Germany: The European Central 

Bank is preparing to unleash its financial might 
and buy government bonds to help drive down 
borrowing costs in debt-ridden countries like Spain 
and Italy, caught in the grip of what bank president 
Mario Draghi called a “worsening crisis.”

Draghi urged leaders of the 17 countries that 
use the euro to use their bailout fund to take the 
same action, sending a clear message: Europe’s 
financial crisis requires more forceful remedies 
than leaders have been able to muster.

The move toward bond buying came a day after 
the Federal Reserve hinted it was leaning  toward 
further action to stimulate U.S. growth, highlighting 
the growing pressure on central  bankers to rescue 
weak economies across the globe.

Impeachment decision delayed
Bucharest: Romania’s Constitutional Court said 

Thursday it had delayed until Sept. 12 a decision 
on the validity of a referendum to impeach the 
 president, an unexpected move that plunged the 
country into further political turmoil and uncertainty.

“The referendum should have been annulled,” 
Aspazia Cojocaru, one of nine judges on the 
court, told reporters after the court announced its 
 decision. “Everything was based on false data.”
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Kofi Annan, who has been trying to mediate a diplomatic solution to the 17-month-old conflict in Syria, 
 announced Thursday he was stepping down as special peace envoy of the United Nations and the Arab League.

MARTIAL TREZZINI | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Frustrated by the seemingly 
intractable Syrian conflict, Kofi 
Annan announced his resignation 
Thursday as the special peace 
envoy of the United Nations and 
the Arab League, throwing new 
doubts on whether a diplomatic 
solution is possible. He also said 
President Bashar al-Assad of Syria 
“must leave office.”

In an announcement tinged 
with bitterness and regret, An-
nan said he no longer could do 
the job, blaming his decision on 
what he described as Syrian gov-
ernment intransigence, increasing 
militance by Syrian rebels and the 

failure of a divided Security Coun-
cil to rally forcefully behind his 
efforts.

“I accepted this task, which 
some called ‘Mission Impossible,’ 
for I believed it was a sacred duty 
to do whatever was in my power 
to help the Syrian people find a 
peaceful solution to this bloody 
conflict,” Annan told reporters at 
a hastily organized news confer-
ence at the U.N.’s Geneva offices.

But, he said, “without serious, 
purposeful and united internation-
al pressure, including from the 
powers of the region, it is impos-
sible for me, or anyone, to compel 
the Syrian government in the first 
place, and also the opposition, to 

take the steps necessary to begin 
a political process.”

His resignation announcement 
was coupled with an opinion arti-
cle Annan wrote, posted Thursday 
on the Financial Times Web site, 
headlined “My Departing Advice 
on How to Save Syria,” in which 
he castigated all parties in the 
conflict but appeared to reserve 
particular criticism for the Syrian 
government, which he described 
as “40 years of dictatorship.”

Ban Ki-moon, the U.N. secre-
tary-general, said in a separate an-
nouncement that the search was 
on for a successor to Annan, who 
will serve until the end of August, 
when his mandate expires.

Annan casts blame widely 
as he resigns as envoy

By Rick Gladstone
The New York Times

With diplomatic efforts dead and 
the future of Syria playing out on 
the  battlefield, many of the Syrian 
 government’s most powerful weapons, 
including helicopter gunships, fighter 
jets and tanks, are looking less potent 
and in some cases like a liability for the 
military of President Bashar al-Assad.

Rebels have turned part of Assad’s 
formidable arsenal on his own troops. 
Anti-Assad fighters on Wednesday 
shelled a military airport in the 
contested city of Aleppo with captured 
weapons. On Tuesday, rebels used 
commandeered Syrian army tanks in a 
skirmish with Assad’s troops.

Perhaps even more worrying to 
Assad, his military has come to rely 
more heavily on equipment designed 

for a major battle with a foreign enemy, 
namely Israel, rather than a protracted 
civil conflict with his own people. Close 
observers of his military say Syria is 
having trouble keeping its sophisticated 
and maintenance-intensive weapons 
functioning. 

The strain is likely to grow more 
acute as the government depends 
on helicopter gunships to extend its 
reach to parts of the country rendered 
impassable to logistics convoys and 
even armored vehicles by the rebels’ 
improvised bombs. Analysts said Syria’s 
fleet of Mi-25 Hind-D attack  helicopters, 
which numbered 36 at the start of the 
conflict, is insufficient to hold back 
rebels as the number of fronts, from 
Aleppo and Idlib in the north to the 

suburbs of Damascus in the south to 
Hama in Homs in the center of the 
country, continues to proliferate.

Maintenance technicians are 
 struggling to keep the machines aloft in 
an intense campaign and in the searing 
heat and sand associated with summer 
desert war. Estimates are that only half 
his fleet can be used at a given time, 
with some helicopters cannibalized for 
spare parts and Assad dependent on 
supplies from Russia.

“This army is going to start  breaking,” 
said Jeffrey White, a former Defense 
 Intelligence Agency analyst now studying 
Syria for the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. “Not the whole thing at 
once, but pieces of it will break.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES

His military’s sophisticated weapons might prove to be Assad’s undoing

A bill establishing security 
standards to prevent large-scale 
cyberattacks on the nation’s criti-
cal infrastructure — including wa-
ter supplies and the electrical grid 
— failed in the Senate on Thurs-
day despite strong endorsements 
from top military and national se-
curity officials. 

Senators voted 52-46 in favor 
of the bill, coming up short of 
the two-thirds majority necessary 
to advance it to a final vote. The 
GOP filibuster further stalls years 
of bipartisan efforts to establish 
stricter security standards and, 
some experts say, could leave the 
nation vulnerable to widespread 

hacking or a serious cyberattack.
“This is one of those days when 

I fear for our country, and I’m not 
proud of the United States Senate,” 
Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., 
one of the bill’s chief sponsors, said 
before the vote. “We’ve got a crisis, 
and it’s one that we all acknowledge. 
It’s not just that there’s a theoretical 
or speculative threat of cyberattack 
against our country — it’s real.”

In hopes of moving the bill for-
ward, the White House and Demo-
cratic and Republican sponsors of 
the measure had agreed to weaken 
the proposal by making stricter 
security standards voluntary, in-
stead of mandatory, for the large 
private firms that control most of 
the nation’s infrastructure.

On Wednesday, Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and John Brennan, 
the White House counterterror-
ism adviser, voiced support for 
the measure. President Barack 
Obama wrote a rare op-ed, in the 
Wall Street Journal, in favor of the 
bill, in hopes of garnering enough 
votes.

But even voluntary standards 
are strongly opposed by many 
in the business sector. The U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
made a big push against the bill, 
threatened to track how lawmak-
ers voted on the bill in its influen-
tial annual assessments.

In a statement, the White House 
blasted Thursday’s vote. “Despite 
the president’s repeated calls for 
Congress to act on this legislation 

… the politics of obstructionism, 
driven by special interest groups 
seeking to avoid accountability, 
prevented Congress from passing 
legislation to better protect our na-
tion from potentially catastrophic 
cyberattacks,” White House press 
secretary Jay Carney said.

The challenge surrounding 
cybersecurity is that most of the 
nation’s vulnerable systems — the 
computer networks that run the 
nation’s power, water, transporta-
tion and communications — are 
overseen by the private sector.

Republican critics of the bill ar-
gued that any cybersecurity stan-
dards — whether mandatory or 
voluntary — would place a finan-
cial strain on private companies. 
They say government intervention 
is not necessary on this issue.

Cybersecurity bill falls short in Senate
PRIVATE COMPANIES, GOP FEARED ADDED COSTS
By Ed O’Keefe and Ellen Nakashima

The Washington Post

MADRID — The Spanish 
government said Thursday that 
it had arrested three men sus-
pected of having links to al-Qai-
da and thought to have been 
planning attacks in Europe.

The Spanish Interior Min-
istry released photographs of 
the three but offered minimal 
details. The Associated Press, 
quoting Spanish police, said 
one was Russian, the second 
a Russian of Chechen descent 
and the third a Turk. They 
were arrested as part of a 24-
hour police operation carried 
out from Tuesday night to 
Wednesday.

Spanish Interior Minister 
Jorge Fernandez Diaz said 
in an interview by telephone 
that the men had been in 
Spain about two months and 
under close surveillance for 
several weeks.

“We have clear indica-
tions that an attack was being 
planned, whether in Spain or 
another European country or 
even both,” Fernandez Diaz 
said. He would not discuss the’ 
likely targets, but said the men 
had received military-style 
training and were “clearly not 
acting as lone wolves.” 

Among the evidence gath-
ered by police was “documen-
tation about flying ultralight 
aircraft,” he said.

The Turk, who appeared to 
be acting as a facilitator, was 
arrested in La Línea de la Con-
cepción, a town in southern 
Spain just north of Gibraltar, 
in a rented home where police 
also found explosives. The two 
others were intercepted while 
traveling by bus near Valdepe-
ñas in central Spain on their 
way from southern Spain to 
the northeastern border with 
France. At least one resisted 
arrest, although the minister 
said no guns were fired.

He said it was their appar-
ent effort to leave the country 
that set off the operation.

The explosives, the minister 
said, “would have been suffi-
cient to explode a bus, but that 
doesn’t mean that more dam-
age couldn’t have been done.”

‘CLEAR INDICATIONS’ 
OF PLAN FOR ATTACK

By Raphael Minder
The New York Times

Spain 
detains 3 
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