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Kentucky moving  
to tamper-resistant 

driver’s licenses
Frankfort: Kentucky is transitioning to a new 

tamper-resistant driver’s license that provides 
greater security and protection of privacy.

The Transportation Cabinet announced that 
the first counties to offer the new licenses will 
be  Anderson, Bourbon, Jefferson, McCracken, 
McLean, Pulaski and Warren counties. McLean 
County begins Tuesday. The others will start before 
the end of August.

Other counties will begin issuing the new 
licenses by October.

The license has multiple layers of  security 
 features, including a digital watermark 
 imperceptible to the human eye, bank note-level 
fine line printing, dual-side lamination for greater 
tamper resistance and durability, and a hologram 
with a single-color, ultraviolet “ghost” image.

Massachusetts-based MorphoTrust USA is 
implementing new workstations and camera 
 systems for the licenses in Kentucky courthouses.

Harlan man dies in ATV crash
Harlan County: A Harlan County man died 

early Thursday when his ATV struck a fence, 
 according to Kentucky State Police.

Billy R. Halcomb, 62, of Totz was driving an 
ATV about 5 a.m. on Totz Alley Road when he hit 
the fence. The ATV overturned and landed on top 
of Halcomb, police said. He was pronounced dead 
at the scene by Harlan County Deputy Coroner Jim 
Bush. An investigation is continuing.

Inmate accused of swallowing, 
regurgitating bottle, pills

Whitesburg: A Whitesburg jail inmate has 
been criminally charged, allegedly for swallowing a 
prescription bottle and later regurgitating it to take 
some of the pills.

The Mountain Eagle of Whitesburg reported 
that a Letcher County grand jury indicted Joni 
Rachelle Miracle, 42, on a charge of complicity 
to promote contraband in the jail. Her cellmates, 
Brittany  Looney, 24, and Erica Blair, 34, also were 
indicted.

Letcher County Jailer Don McCall said a jail 
employee overheard the women talking about 
drugs and what sounded like someone snorting.

Miracle ended up in the hospital where an 
 initial X-ray showed the pill bottle in her stomach. 
In a follow-up X-Ray, the bottle no longer was 
visible.

McCall told the newspaper Miracle apparently 
regurgitated the bottle and consumed some of the 
pills.

Campgrounds reopening  
after bear encounters

London: The U.S. Forest Service has reopened 
one campground in Eastern Kentucky after black 
bears got too close to visitors and plans to reopen 
a second one Friday.

Holly Bay Campground at Laurel River Lake 
and Great Meadows Campground in McCreary 
County were closed over the weekend because of 
bear encounters.

According to a statement, forestry officials 
think the bears have left the area after both sites 
were closed and all food and trash removed. 
Forest Service rangers and biologists continue to 
monitor for bear activity.

In the meantime, forest supervisor Frank Beum 
said a strict food storage order is being enforced 
at all campgrounds and picnic areas in the Daniel 
Boone National Forest. That means food must be 
stored in a vehicle or bear-resistant container.

Jackson Energy Cooperative 
wins $227,000 grant

Washington, D.C.: The U.S. Department of 
 Agriculture announced Thursday that Jackson 
Energy Cooperative Corp., a utilities company 
that serves southeastern Kentucky, was given 
a $227,000 grant intended to create jobs and 
 stimulate economic growth.

The Money will be used to help the London-
Laurel Industrial Development Authority retrofit 
an industrial building and convert it for use as a 
distribution center, the Agriculture Department 
said in a news release.

The utility company was one of 20 businesses 
in 12 states to receive grants or loans from the 
 department’s Rural Economic Development Loan 
and Grant program, which seeks to fund programs 
that will create and retain employment in rural 
areas.

Caretaker acquitted in death  
of Ashland toddler

Ashland: An Eastern Kentucky jury has 
 acquitted a man accused in the death of a 
15-month-old Ashland girl.

Boyd County prosecutors had alleged that 
Brian Brewster was responsible for the death of 
Cally Erica Jobe on April 30, 2011. The child died 
at  Charleston Area Medical Center in West Virginia 
of what  authorities determined were head injuries.

The girl’s mother testified during the trial that 
Brewster was watching her daughter while she ran 
errands and that when she returned, the child was 
unresponsive. Brewster’s attorney argued that the 
injuries were inflicted before the child was placed 
in his care.

Prosecutor David Justice told The Independent 
newspaper that he was disappointed with the 
verdict but knew it would be difficult case because 
it was based on circumstantial evidence. 

STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

Corrections
The Herald-Leader corrects all significant 

errors that are brought to the editors’ attention. If 
you think we have made such an error, please call 
our newsroom at (859) 231-3200 or 1-800-950-
6397 after 9 a.m. on weekdays or after 3 p.m. on 
 weekends and holidays.

Patterson 

Sales Chavarria

Lexington police obtained 
an arrest warrant Thursday 
charging a third man with 
murder and robbery in the 
shooting death of a man at 
Dinsmore Apartments near 
Henry Clay High School.

The warrant charges Kir-
by Bryan Ruano, 20, in the 
death of Saul Perez Ruiz, 33. 
Ruiz died July 16 of multiple 
gunshot wounds at the apart-
ment complex on Dinsmore 
Drive.

Police arrested two other 
suspects — Juan Chavar-
ria, 21, and Joseph Edward 
Sales, 22 — on Wednesday 
night, said Sherelle Roberts, 
spokeswoman for Lexington 
police.

A fourth suspect, Brittany 
Shipman, 22, was arrested by 

TWO CHARGED WITH 
MURDER, ROBBERY

Third man sought in 
shooting near school

By Greg Kocher
gkocher1@herald-leader.com

See SUSPECTS, A5

Can you help?
Anyone with 
information 
about Kirby 
Bryan Ruano’s 
whereabouts 
is asked to call 
the Lexington 
police depart-
ment at (859) 

Already arrested

Still at large

See ESCAPEE, A4

A search continued 
Thursday for an Estill Coun-
ty jail escapee, and Eastern 
Kentucky University urged 
its students and staffers to 
take precautions while the 
man remains free.

Daniel Patterson, who 
escaped Wednesday from 
a deputy jailer, is the es-
tranged husband of an EKU 
employee, according to au-
thorities.

Police said Patterson 
should be considered dan-
gerous.

Meanwhile, the Estill 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment said Thursday that of-
ficers have arrested an Estill 
County resident, Michael 

Rose, for allegedly aiding 
and abetting Patterson in 
his escape. The two men 
are acquaintances, sheriff ’s 
deputies said.

Deputies also said that 
Patterson, 36, stole a 1991 
Dodge Dakota pickup in 
Estill County overnight and 
might be headed for the Bar-
bourville area, where he re-
portedly has relatives. Rose 
allegedly tipped Patterson 
as to where the farm truck 
was, the sheriff’s department 
said.

The EKU Police De-
partment issued a bulletin 
Thursday afternoon, urging 
everyone on campus to take 
extra precautions while Pat-
terson is on the loose.

Officers said students 
and others should travel in 

ESTILL ROBBERY SUSPECT 
LABELED DANGEROUS

Jail escapee remains  
at large; EKU on alert 

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Have you 
seen him?

Anyone who 
sees Daniel 
Patterson, who 
escaped from 
custody in Estill 
County, should 
not try to 
detain him and 
should notify 
local authorities 
immediately.

Ruano

Overwhelmed, Sammatha Day 
said, she dropped out of high school 
in January halfway through her junior 
year because she was contending with 
a pregnancy and, later, with caring for 
her daughter.

But Sammatha, 17, of Lexing-
ton, now the mother of 5-month-old 
Bella Rose Zuniga, said it wasn’t 
long before she began asking herself 
“how I was going to provide for my 
family.”

Sammatha said she might have 
found the answer last week when she 
signed up for a new Urban County 
Government program called Path to 
Success, which guides high school 
dropouts ages 16 to 18 to jobs, col-
lege or the military, according to Mat-
tie Morton, program administrator for 
the Division of Youth Services. Mor-
ton oversees the program.

On Monday, Quade Roberts, 16, of 
Lexington, signed up for the yearlong 
program, which provides one-on-one 
mentoring.

Quade dropped out of high school 
in November, when he was in 10th 
grade. He said he couldn’t focus on 
his studies and his grades were bad.

But within two or three months, 
Quade said, reality hit: “I couldn’t find 
a job. Nobody would hire me because 
I didn’t have a high school education 
or a GED.”

On Monday, when he went to the 
Urban County Government Youth 
Services offices on Versailles Road 

TAKING A SECOND CHANCE
PROGRAM PUTS DROPOUTS ON PATHS TO SUCCESS 

By Valarie Honeycutt Spears
vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

Paths to Success coordinator Mary Alice Schrader helped Quade Roberts, 16, work on his résumé Monday at the Urban County Government Youth 
Services office on Versailles Road. Quade, who dropped out of 10th grade in November, wants to get a GED certificate and go to college.
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Sammatha 
Day, now 
the mother 
of 5-month-
old Bella 
Rose Zuniga, 
dropped out 
of high school 
in January 
because she 
was pregnant. 
But 
 Sammatha, 
17, is getting a 
second chance 
at an educa-
tion through 
a  federally 
 funded 
program for 
dropouts 
called Path to 
Success. 

DAVID PERRY 
 dperry@ 

herald-leader.comSee TEENS, A4

Want to know more?
People interested in the program should 
call the Division of Youth Services at (859) 
246-4300 or Mattie Morton at (859) 246-
4323.

Rod Strickland, special 
assistant to University of 
Kentucky basketball coach 
John Calipari, was arrested 
Thursday morning on charges 
of driving on a suspended li-

cense, failure to signal and 
having no vehicle registra-
tion, according to the Fayette 
County Detention Center’s 
Web site.

Strickland, 46, was arrest-
ed at East Maxwell Street and 
South Martin Luther King 
Boulevard, according to the 
jail’s online report of inmates 

booked in the past 48 hours. 
He was released on bond 
about 11 a.m.

A UK athletics spokesman 
issued a statement about an 
hour later saying officials 
were investigating whether 
the arrest was the result of a 
clerical error. Strickland had 
been arrested in Lexington 
in 2010 for driving under the 
influence but had gotten his 

license reinstated the follow-
ing year, according to court 
documents.

However, when a police 
officer pulled him over as 
Strickland was driving to 
work Thursday, his license 
showed up as suspended 
when the officer ran his infor-
mation through the National 
Crime Information Center 

CHARGES INCLUDE DRIVING WITH SUSPENDED LICENSE

Calipari special assistant arrested
By Daniel Moore  
and Josh Kegley

dmoore@herald-leader.com  
jkegley@herald-leader.com

Rod Strickland 
has several 

previous  
arrests related 

to driving. See STRICKLAND, A6


