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Let the law take its course
I am writing to agree with the conclusion from a re-

cent letter on the Treyvon Martin killing. Vigilante justice
is wrong and should not be tolerated in a law-abiding so-
ciety. Given that, I am disgusted with the rush to justice
shown by the mainstream media and certain self-ap-
pointed leaders in the black community. 

For those who would care to remember, there have
been cases in the past where race-baiting blowhards such
as Al Sharpton have attempted to stir up racial hatred on
behalf of an alleged victim. Check out what happened
with Tawana Brawley in New York or the more recent
Duke rape case and you will see the same pattern of what
has been happening here. 

I do not know all of the circumstances of what hap-
pened on the evening of Feb. 26. As the investigation is
still under way, no one does. What I do know is that the
mainstream media is back up to their old tricks. The
shooter, a Hispanic, is magically transformed into a white
man. Outdated photographs showing Treyvon Martin at
age 12 or 13 and George Zimmerman from a jail book-
ing are broadcast to make Martin look more innocent
and Zimmerman more sinister. NBC News is caught “ed-
iting” the 911 tape and ABC had to back track on the jail
video tape showing the wound on the back of Zimmer-
man’s head. The only thing we are missing is a forged
document and I am sure CBS News has called back Dan
Rather to head up that effort. The real attempts at vigi-
lante justice I see are on the part of the media, the New
Black Panther Party, certain outspoken members of the
Congressional Black Caucus and Al Sharpton’s mob of
professional protesters. It is time for them, and the rest of
us as well, to step back and let the law do its job. 

Kenneth L. Randall
Radcliff

ance Cpl. Stuart Fer-
reri is just old enough
to legally buy a beer

in the United States. Yet
the Marine, 21, is already
on his second deployment
to Afghanistan.

“It’s a little easier this
time around,” Ferreri,
speaking by phone from
the war zone, told The
Unknown Soldiers. “Last
year, you didn’t really
know what to expect ...
you’d go out every day not
knowing what you’d see.”

As our conversation be-
gan, Ferreri was quick to
point out that his combat
experience doesn’t quite
match that of Fancy, the
improvised explosive de-
vice detection dog who’s
always by his side.

“This is her third de-
ployment now to Afghan-
istan,” the Marine dog
handler said.

Fancy isn’t just wander-

ing around wagging her
tail in the sands of Hel-
mand province. Along
with the Marine holding
her leash, the black lab is
saving lives.

“One of the things that
she and I were able to find
was four pressure plates; I
guess they were built with-
in an explosive com-
pound,” Ferreri explained.
“The residue from the ex-
plosive material tracked
onto the pressure plates
themselves and she was
able to find that.”

While the picture paint-

ed of Afghanistan by some
media pundits is one of
complete chaos, the Ma-
rine said the district he’s
deployed in is showing
major signs of improve-
ment.

“We’ve been on pretty
much every patrol,” he
said. “There’ve been a few
hits here and there, but
nothing too serious.” 

The Guard Force Plat-
oon of the 3rd Marine
Battalion, 3rd Marine Reg-
iment often provides guid-
ance to Afghan security
forces during combat pa-
trols in southern Afghan-
istan. As the Marines walk
carefully through villages,
Ferreri and Fancy almost
always are found up front.

“(We’re) just clearing
the way for the guys be-
hind us to make sure
everything’s safe,” the
Marine explained. “They

don’t have to watch their
step; they can keep their
eyes open for any other in-
surgents out there.”

War is unpredictable by
nature, forcing Ferreri to
be very cautious with
Fancy, especially in unfa-
miliar places.

“I’ve had people throw
rocks and whatnot at my
dog, so I’ve had to become
real protective over her,”
he said. 

When there are a few
moments to relax, the
Marine’s first priority is
spending quality time with
Fancy that doesn’t involve
searching for bombs.

“I’ve had dogs growing
up and whatnot, and pretty
much just learned to treat
them the same way,” he
said. “Although they are
military working dogs, at
the same time they are
dogs too, and you have to

have fun with them now
and then.”

To the handler and
every other Marine in the
squad, Fancy is one of
them.

“I work with her pretty
much 24/7,” he said.
“With her, I know when
she needs to go to the
bathroom, when she’s hun-
gry, when she needs
things. There’s definitely
been a bond built.”

The Marine also shares
a close bond with his fami-
ly. As he saves lives with
Fancy in southern Afghan-
istan, they are anxiously
awaiting his return to
Northglenn, Colo.

“They’re just as worried
as they were last year,”
Ferreri said. “But I think
they kind of have a better
grasp around it — the fact
that this is their second
time dealing with it, too.

My mom struggles a lot
with it, though,” he said. 

After he gets home,
Ferreri plans to exit the
Marine Corps, finish
school and enter the work-
force as a two-time
Afghanistan combat veter-
an. He’s also looking for-
ward to seeing Peyton
Manning quarterback his
beloved Denver Broncos
after hearing about the
stunning off-season devel-
opments.

“Hopefully we’ll be
good,” he said.

Before this American
warrior is able to kick back
and watch some football,
there will be more patrols
through Helmand pro-
vince. But as the risk-filled
days go by, the Marine
knows Fancy will be by his
side.

Distributed by 
Creators Syndicate.

TOM 
SILEO

THE UNKNOWN
SOLDIERS

At a time when veterans bene-
fits are under attack in Wash-
ington and viewed as little more
than bill payers for other more
important programs, it is hearten-
ing to see the Kentucky state leg-
islature take another meaningful
step to recognize and show tangi-
ble appreciation for Kentucky’s
veterans.

House Bill 221 passed both
houses of the Kentucky General
Assembly and was signed into
law by Gov. Steve Beshear.
Effective July 15, it allows former
service men and women to have
their veteran status included on
their driver’s licenses.

Until now, those who served in
the armed forces had no practical
way of proving they are veterans.
Only veterans who retire from
the military or who have a 100
percent service-connected disabil-
ity are eligible for military identi-
fication cards. The vast majority
of Kentucky’s veterans do not fall
into those two categories.

Although a military discharge
document, known as a DD-214,
should be sufficient proof of vet-
eran status, many businesses and
organizations that offer discounts
to veterans do not realize it is a
valid form of veteran identifica-
tion. The new law offering a “vet-
eran” designation on driver’s li-
censes solves that problem and
provides a quick and handy form
of ID.

Beginning July 15, a veteran
renewing a driver’s license on ex-
piration or getting a new one be-
cause of a change of address,
needs to show his or her DD-214
to the circuit court clerk and re-
quest a veteran designation on the
license. It should be just that sim-

ple.
The Kentucky legislature does

not have a good record of work-
ing together in Frankfort; howev-
er, in areas that benefit the mili-
tary, military families and veter-
ans, the state legislature has
shown remarkable support and
bipartisanship over the last couple
years. This is just the latest effort
in that regard.

All local legislators sponsored
and voted for the bill. In fact, the
vote in the House was 96-0 in fa-
vor of the bill, and the Senate vot-
ed 34-0 in support. 

Like most successful legisla-
tion, this bill required more than
just the House and Senate to
agree and work together. It also
required coordination, coopera-
tion and the combined efforts of
the Kentucky Department of
Veterans Affairs, the Transpor-
tation Cabinet and all of the
state’s circuit court clerks. We
need more of this type of leader-
ship and service by elected and
appointed representatives.

This bill will not generate addi-
tional revenue nor will it cost tax-
payers anything. However, it does
provide veterans with a practical
way to show their service to the
nation. It also makes it easier for
local businesses to recognize vet-
erans’ service and sacrifice when
it comes to providing discounts at
retail stores across the area. And,
it shows that we recognize, appre-
ciate and honor our veterans.   

Thanks to all local merchants
who offer such discounts for ac-
tive and retired military.

With the new license designa-
tion, veterans will be able to take
greater advantage of the benefits
they have earned.  

Veterans eligible
for new state ID

A Marine named Fancy
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Letters to the editor reflect the views
of their writers and are not intended
to reflect the views of the editorial
board. Submitted letters must be
original works directed to the editor
and submitted by the writer, and
address one topic. Personal attacks
are not allowed. Letters will be edit-

ed for clarity, length, grammar and
inappropriate content. Letters should
be 350 words or fewer and must
include the writer’s name, city of res-
idence and a telephone number for
confirmation purposes. Longer let-
ters may not be published. One let-
ter per month, per writer is allowed.

Submit letters to: 408 W. Dixie Ave.,
Elizabethtown, KY 42701; fax to
(270) 769-6965, or email to letters
@thenewsenterprise.com. Callers to
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number before leaving their com-
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The News-Enterprise editorial
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■ Letters must be written by the
person who signs them. Name, tele-
phone number and residence are re-
quired for verification. Letters whose
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tion calls will not be printed.

■ No endorsement letters will be
published after Sunday, May 20. No
new issues can be introduced in the
May 20 newspaper. 

■ Space may be exhausted before
late-arriving letters can be published.
Letters submitted by email may be
published more quickly. 
Email to: letters@thenewsenterprise
.com.
Mail letters to: Letters, The News-
Enterprise, 408 W. Dixie Ave.,
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

— Ben Sheroan, editor


