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Eyesores Debated

Two ‘nuisance’properties set to be demolished
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

As a matter of public
health, Judge Executive
Dean Watts decided to
demolish two dilapidated
Nelson County properties
during a public hearing
Friday morning. 

The matter involved two
burned homes at 91
Lebanon Junction Road in
Boston and 1130 Old
Nazareth Road in
Bardstown. 

Neither of the property
owners in question attended
the meeting.

According to Watts, since
the building remnants
haven’t been destroyed they
are in direct violation of
Section D of the Nelson
County Nuisance
Ordinance, which states,
“Any building, house or
structure so out of repair and
dilapidated that it constitutes
a fire hazard liable to catch

fire or communicate fire, or
which due to lack of ade-
quate maintenance or neg-
lect, endangers the public
health, welfare or safety …
by owners or occupants of
adjacent property.” 

Watts instigated discus-
sions about the Nazareth
property and asked if there

was anybody representing
William Groom, the owner
of the residence. Nobody
came forward, so Watts
called upon County
Attorney John Kelley to
deliver the prosecution.  

Kelley called Logan
Spaulding, code enforce-
ment officer for Nelson

County, to the stand. 
Spaulding clarified that

he did, in fact, receive a
complaint about the struc-
ture on Nazareth Road. 

“The house is severely
damaged, I think,” he said.
“At this point, it’s uninhabit-
able. You couldn’t live in it.”

The home on Nazareth
Road caught fire in 2009. It
is missing a roof and most of
the interior supports. Debris
is scattered throughout the
property. Since the house
burned so long ago, it may
not keep its structure for
much longer.

According to a Nuisance
Ordinance Violation signed
by Watts, the walls at the
Old Nazareth Road home
have the potential to cave in,
thus creating a danger to
public health. 

“It’s in danger of collaps-
ing,” Spaulding said. “Some
complaints have come from
neighbors and nearby prop-

TOM ISAAC/PLG News

Two houses that caught fire in 2009 are now the center of a debate con-
cerning Nelson County’s nuisance ordinance. A hearing about the
homes at 1130 Old Nazareth Road in Bardstown (ABOVE) and 91
Lebanon Junction Road in Boston (AT LEFT) was Friday morning. Nelson
Fiscal Court decided it was time for both homes to be torn down at the
home owners’ expense.

JENNIFER CORBETT/The Kentucky Standard

Jim Broadhurst, left, explains the pictures he had taken of
the Lebanon Junction Road property to Code
Enforcement Officer Logan Spaulding, right. Broadhurst
lives within three miles of the property.

See HOMES, page A12

150 marijuana plants allegedly found in Nat Rogers Rd. home
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

More than 150 marijuana
plants and four firearms
were reportedly discovered
at a Nelson County resi-
dence Thursday.

Daniel Culver, 22, was
arrested and charged with
cultivating marijuana, traf-
ficking marijuana, posses-
sion of marijuana and pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia after law enforcement
executed a search warrant at

his Nat
Rogers Road
r e s i d e n c e
around 1
p.m.

According
to a
K e n t u c k y
State Police
press release,
the search was conducted by
KSP Post 4 Detective J.D.
Stroop and KSP Cannabis
Suppression Detective Jason
Woodside with the help of
the Nelson County Sheriff’s

Department, the Greater
Hardin County Drug Task
Force and the KSP Special
Operations K-9 section.

Officers allegedly seized
150 marijuana plants that
were part of an indoor mari-
juana grow, two handguns,
two automatic weapons, a
large amount of processed
marijuana, two motor vehi-
cles and cash. 

KSP Post 4 Public Affairs
Officer Norman Chaffins
explained why the vehicles
may have been seized. 

“A lot of times when we
do a search warrant or a
seizure, if it’s drug-related,
anything used in the trans-
port, the sale … anything
used in the commission of
that crime can be seized as
evidence,” he said. 

Possession of firearms
while trafficking drugs can
enhance a sentence,
Chaffins said.

Culver was lodged at the
Nelson County Jail, and
released on surety bond less
than three hours later.

Cubmaster
accused of 
stealing from
her own pack
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

A former cubmaster has been accused of stealing
more than $1,200 from her Cub Scout pack. 

Kara Lynette Hinton, 32, Bardstown, was indicted
for theft by unlawful taking in Nelson Circuit Court
Wednesday.

Hinton had been cubmaster of Cub Scout Pack
721, based at Parkway Baptist Church, for at least
three years when the pack committee noticed some
money was missing, according to Jonathan Snow, the
chair of the committee and also a Nelson County
Sheriff’s Department detective. 

“There wasn’t as much money in the account as
there should have been,” Snow said. 

Hinton allegedly wrote checks for illegitimate rea-
sons on which she forged the second signer’s signa-
ture, according to Snow. 

Bardstown Police Det. Lynn Davis, who investigat-
ed the case, said Hinton may have also shortchanged
deposits into the account. But whether that occurred
and how much money may have been skimmed from
deposits can’t be proven, because Hinton was respon-
sible for deposits, Snow explained.  

“The money that we can prove is missing is from
the illegitimate checks that were written,” Snow said.

At least $1,240 is believed to have been stolen
from the pack between April 1, 2011, and Jan. 12,
2012, Davis said — most of that money from what

Man indicted in rape of
nursing home resident 
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com 

A Bardstown man has been indicted for allegedly
raping a 78-year-old nursing home resident more
than 11 years ago. 

Michael J. Marino, 48, was indicted for first-
degree rape in Nelson Circuit Court Wednesday. 

Marino was arrested in January after Bardstown
Police discovered that his DNA
allegedly matched evidence collected
at the crime scene of the July 31,
2000, rape.  

Police were led to Marino, a sus-
pect in an unrelated burglary, when
former officer Will Struck told
Bardstown Police Capt. Tom Roby
that Marino bore a close resemblance
to the woman’s description of her
attacker. 

The alleged rape occurred when a
man reportedly forced his way through a window of
the former Federal Hill Manor Nursing Home, now
Life Care Center of Bardstown, and sexually assault-
ed a resident. The victim in the case has passed away
since the crime was committed. 

Marino’s bail was set at $250,000 cash only, plus
conditions, with arraignment scheduled for 1 p.m.
April 5. 

The indictment of a person by a grand jury or oth-
erwise is an accusation only and that person is pre-
sumed innocent unless proven guilty.

See THEFT, page A12
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